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A NEW DICTIONARY 


That Is More Than a Dictionary | 
90c 8 with Thumb Index, $ Containing Supplemental Information 
2, 


So Much in Demand To-day, such as | 


| 


Washington’s Farewell Address; Declaration of Independence; Lincoln’s Gettysburg Speech; 
The Monroe Doctrine; The Constitution of the United States; Business Forms and Laws; 
Weights and Measures; Forms and Letters, business and social. With statistics and other 
information that makes it the ideal dictionary and reference book for desk, office and school. | 


IT IS CALLED | 


NEW UNIVERSAL SELF- | 
PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY 


Webster-Morris, with Latest Census and 16 Full-page Color Plates, including Four Pages of 
Maps—1,114 Pages. Bound in flexible leather, stamped in gold, red edges, size 54 x 74 inches. 
12 inches thick. Made for the John Wanamaker Stores. Its superiority over similar diction- 
aries is shown inits table of contents, as follows: 


Rules for Punctuation.. Dictionary of Prefixes and Affixes. Dictionary of the English Language. Diction- 
ary of foreign words, phrases, colloquialisms, proverbs and quotations. Dictionary of terms used in Com- 
merce and Law. Dictionary of Names of Important Places, Pérsons, Buildings, Monuments, Periods, etc., alse 
significant words and phrases frequently met with in literature. Dictionary of English Christian names of men 
and women with their derivation and meaning. Dictionary of Mythological and Classical Names. Dictionary 
of Forms and Addresses. Dictionary of Abbreviations. Dictionary of Popular Titles of American States and 
Cities, etc. Facts Worth Knowing. Dictionary of Simplified Spelling adopted by the Simplified Board. Sta- 
tistics of the Countries of the Earth. Largest Cities of the World. Population of the United States at each 
census. Correct English. Correspondence. Forms of Letters—business, social. etc. Forms of Speeches on: 
various occasions. Business Forms and Laws. Weights and Measures. Values of foreign Coins in the: 
jUnited States. Declaration of Independence. Constitution of the United States. Washington’s Farewell! | 
Address. Lincoln’s Gettysburg Speech. Monroe Doctrine. 


THE UNIVERSAL ATLAS OF THE WORLD: 


NEW AND COMPLETE 


Without question the most serviceable volume to have available for quick reference that can be found 
Price, $1.00. By mail, $1.32 


The size of this work is 10% x 13% inches, printed on high-finish paper and durably bound 
in red cloth, with attractive cover stamping 


During the last few years changes without number have been wrought that render an old atlas useless, 
New towns have sprung up; old cities and towns have grown. Many thousand miles of new railroads have 
been built. These changes have been recorded in The Universal Atlas of the World. 

Re The MAPS—There are 128 pages, beautifully printed in colors, representing every portion of the earth as; 
itis to-day. 

The plates have been engraved from new drawings, based on the latest surveys, and are believed to be the 
most complete and carefully edited series of like size covering the whole earth. The lettering is ciear and clean 
cut throughout, carefully graded in size, to convey at a glance the relative importance of places. On the mar- 
gin of each map is a quick reference index of principal towns, cities, counties. etc. 

RAILROADS— Railroads are shown and named; and with very few exceptions, in crowded or densely popu- 
pated pecttons every pailead station and poet office is named. 

e work contains double page maps of the World, Eastern United States and Canada, Weste i 
States and Canada, Mexico, North Pacific Ocean, Hawaii, Southern New England, Eastern New York, Poanment 
vania, Northern Ohio, Southern Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, lowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Kentucky and Tennessee, East-. 
ern Texas, Western Texas, Northern California, Southern California, Washington. The other maps occupy 
single pages only, and are uniform in style, detail, etc. On the margin of each map is an alphabetically arranged 
index of counties (or other minor divisions), cities and towns. A division or place may be instantly located with- 
out turning the page. The convenience of such a quick reference index will be readily appreciated. 

Another valuable feature of this work is a very complete list of the cities. of the world, giving the latest! 
population statistics, including the ‘ 


1910 CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES 


with the new population figures of all states, territories, counties and the principal cities. An illustr. H 
ter on the Panama Canal gives a detailed description of this great encore ae, with maps in colonel bay 
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EDGAR YOUNG MULLINS, D.D. 
President Southern Baptist Theo. Sem., Louisville 


The Life in Christ 


President Mullins enjoys a high and well-deserved 
reputation as a lucid thinker and eloquent preacher. 
In his latest volume he discusses with. choice and 
felicitous touch the mystical life of the Christian be- 
liever. A valuable contribution to the discussion of a 
theme which, to be successfully treated, always re- 
quires the application of a trained expositor like 
President Mullins, 12mo, cloth, net $1.25 


JAMES H. DUNHAM 
Dean of Collegeof Liberal Arts and Sciences, Philadel’a 


John Fourteen 
The Greatest Chapter of the Greatest Book 


Eighteen discourses founded on topics treated in the 
fourteenth chapter of John, forming a valuable body 
of sermonic material. A strong, red-veined Christian 
apologetic, well-planned and reasoned, interpretating 
familiar truths in terms of the scientific study of the 
mind, at the same time bearing evidence of having its 
foundations in a religious existence. 

12mo, cloth, net $1.50 


JAMES M. GRAY, D.D. 
Dean of the Moody Bible Institute, Chicago 


A Picture of the Resurrection 


A plain, unadorned examination of the historical 
fact of our Lord’s Resurrection, of its indispensable 
prominence in the faith of the Christian and of the 
power its acceptance exercises in buttressing his belief 
in a physical resurrection from the dead, and the at- 
tainment of life eternal. 

12mo,.boards, net 35c. 


ELIJAH P. BROWN (Ram’s Horn) 
Author of ‘The Real Billy Sunday” 


Point and Purpose in Preaching 


Some heart-to-heart talks with preachers by a vet- 
eran of the ‘‘craft,’? who has attained to great profi- 
ciency in the art of terse, epigrammatic speech. 
“Ram’s Horn Brown” is known the country over, and 
this latest volume of his amply demonstrates his re- 
tention of the old-time originality of thought and 
expression. 12mo, cloth, net $1.00 


JAMES I. VANCE, D.D. 


Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Life’s Terminals 


A clarion-noted call to conscience and Christian 
duty. Dr. Vance faces and frankly discusses certain 
unescapable issues, and asks with fresh point and in- 
sistence the old, old questions—“* Whither goest thou?” 
and ‘‘What shall the harvest be?’’ 

12mo, boards, net 35c. 


CYRUS TOWNSEND BRADY’S ‘GREAT BIBLICAL NOVEL 


“When the Sun Stood Still” 


A finely conceived romance of the days of Joshua and Israel’s early settlement of Canaan. 
has introduced a good deal of genuine action into his new novel, which breezes along in right merry fashion, 
as befitting a story haviny chiefly to do with battlefields and war’s alarms. 


Revell’s Book Announcer 
cea ovisie MONTH AT “AUD BOOKSELLERS | 


| DAVID BAINES-GRIFFITHS 
When Faiths Flash Out 


Essays in Spiritual Replenishment 


Surveying the moral confusion which seems to have 
fallen on the world in these crucial days, Mr. Griffiths 
casts about for some anchorage for perplexed believ- 
ers. He finds it, together with an assurance for en- 
heartenment, in the historical justification for man’s 
faith in God, and in the indubitable fact that, despite 
days of stress and darkness, His spirit has not been 
withdrawn from the earth, nor the promise of His 
abiding presence annulled. 12mo, cloth, net $1.00 


BURRIS A. JENKINS, D.D. 


The Man in the Street 
and Religion 


The author of this book, who is chaplain of a regi- 
ment, pastor of a large church, and an enthusiast on 
men’s sports, believes that every one is, at heart, reli- 
gious. He seeks to show that men who claim they are 
not and who have not been in a church in twenty 
years, are prompted in much of their thinking and act- 
ing by religious impulses. 12mo, cloth, net $1.25 


A TALE OF THE CONQUEST OF 
CANAAN. Cloth, $1.35 Net 
Dr. Brady 


WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN 
Heart to Heart Appeals 


The cream of Mr. Bryan’s public utterances, selected 
from the principal speeches and lectures delivered by 


him during his eventful and picturesque career. The 
topics treated of include the following: Money; Im- 
perialism; Labor; Trusts; Income Tax; Peace; Reli- 
gion; Pan-Americanism, etc. 12mo, cloth, net $1.00 


WILLIAM ALLEN HARPER, LL.D. 
President of Elon College, N. C. 


The New Layman for the New Time 


A Discussion of Principles 

Outlines froma layman’s standpoint the underlying 
principles which should animate the modern layman. 
The author confines himself to a discussion of these 
principles rather than toa survey of methods. These, 
with great justice, he contends cannot be standard- 
ized while the principles admit of general application. 
12mo, cloth, net 75c. 


WILLIAM EVANS, D.D. 


Assoctate Dean of the Bible Institute, Los Angeles 
Through the Bible Book by Book 


The Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles 


As in the other volumes cf this series, Dr. Evans 
here aims to present a popular and synthetic exposi- 
tion of Holy Writ. Believing, as he does, in the ple- 


nary inspiration of the Scriptures, Dr. Evans’ review 
of New Testament times and events is set forth with 
refreshing positiveness and definite assurance. 

12mo, cloth, net $1.25 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 


NEW YORK: 158 Fifth Avenue 
CHICAGO: 17 N. Wabash Avenue 


Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 
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Bible Study 


“Study to show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth 
not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
2 Timothy, 2:15 


word of truth.’’ 


Correspondence Study 

Has Been Demonstra- 

ted as a Most Efficient 
Educational Method 


The Moody Bible 
Institute has a fully 
equipped department 
exclusively devoted 
to teaching by cor- 


respondence. 


Our aimis forcareful 
business administra- 
tion, most efficient 
teaching and courte- 
ous attentiontoallin- 
quirers and students. 


Our courses are 
thoroughly tested 
and increasingly 


Notwith- 
standing the world war, 
which has affected our 
work in many parts of the 
world, theabsorption of the 
people in the prosperous 
business conditions in our 
country, and the opposi- 
tion of destructive criti- 
cism, large gains were made last year over 
Our courses will 


popular. 


any previous year. 
satisfy your needs. 


Write For Full Particulars to 


The Moody Bible Institute 
153-163 Institute Place, Dept. T-8, Chicago, Il. 
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We Offer These 
Eight Courses 


Synthetic Bible Study 
—a fascinatingstudy 
of the contents of the 
whole Bible, ‘‘really 
in a class by itself.’’ 


Practical Christian 
Work 
—for soul winners 
and workers in ex- 
ceptional forms of 
Christian service. 


Bible Doctrine 
—a biblical coursein 
the great doctrine of 
the Christian faith. 


Bible ChapterSummary 
—a unique methodof 
becoming acquain- 
ted with every chap- 
ter in the Bible. 


Introductory Bible 
Course 
—true to its name. 


Evangelism s 
—nothing in modern 
evangelism overe 
looked, 


Christian Evidences 
—an old subject 
brought up to date. 


THE SCOFIELD 

BIBLE CORRE- 

SPONDENCE COURSE 
—scholarly, com- 
prehensive, tested 
for a quarter of a 
century, and taken 
already by ten thou- 
sandstudents,is still 
presented as the 
most comprehensive 
course in Bible study 
ever offered by cor- 
respondence, 


| 
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YOUR VACATION IN NORTHF IELD 
RUSTIC RIDGE 

Northfield is the dlace in which to spend the vacatio>) 
time. Itis beautiful, healthful and moderate in expense 
The tone is restful, intellectual, spiritual, inspiring. Iti) 
attractive alike to the young and the mature. Write mi 
concerning your wishes for the summer. It will give ma 
pleasure to answer questions and give all possible infor 
mation concerning lots for lease or purchase. furnishee 
cottages, or summer and permanent homes. Do not hesii 
tate to write me for we want YOU to share the pleasurp 
and profit of NORTHFIELD. | 


ARTHUR N. THOMPSON’ Northfield, Mass: 


REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 


A charming bungalow at Bethile 
Bethlehem, N. H. hem, N. H. Low price to close es; 


tate. View of Presidential Range, White Mountains, fron 
large porch; sitting room with open fireplace, 3 bed rooms 
maid’s room, dining room, butler’s pantry and kitchen: 
2 baths, fine heater. Splendidly located on best residentia; 
street; immediate possession. Address J. H. JEFFERIM 
Executor, 1811 Market Street, Philadelphia. j 


HE 
ALE 


HORGANS 


R 
N WE GUARANTEE 
$ UP Send for Catalogues 


—— Manufacturers of World 
Famous 3 and 5 ply oak 


BILHORN BROTHERS 
136 W. Lake St., Chicago, Ill.| Style O 


={|IBOOK OF POINTS 


ji| AND TESTIMONIES for use of Christians and 
| Workers in al) meetings, Answering Objections, 
|Excuses or Doubts Helps for leading and takin 
part in Prayer Meetings and in giving persona. 
|Testimonies. Better understanding of hard 
places in Scripture, etc. Full of practical sugges- 
|tions.Don’ts for Workers when dealing with In- 
Hi] quirers. Cloth 25ce;Morocco, 35;Agents wanted. 
=’ GEO. W. NOBLE,Monon Building,Chicago,I!ll. 


WEYMOUTH’S NEW _ TESTAMEN’ 
IN MODERN SPEECH 


Are you familiar with this remarkable translatic( 
of the New Testament now so wonderfully popula3, 


‘It is reverent, scholarly, and really beautiful.” 
: —Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, D.. 
Prices 75c. to $3.00. Send for descriptive price list | 
THE PILGRIM PRESS 
14 Beacon St., BOSTON 19 West Jackson St., CHICA4) 


CHILDREN’S DAY 


OUT-OF-THE-ORDINARY MUSIC FOR 


those Sunday Schools which are discriminating in their tae4 


EARTH’S FAIREST FLOWERS is a new servi 
by C. HAROLD LOWDEN and EDITH SANFORD TY 
LOTSON. Mr. Lowden is unquestionably the mc 
popular of all service music writers and we 25 


this service is the most delightful of all the servic) 
he has writtten for this celebration. 
least examine it. Orchestration. 


UNCLE SAM’S REUNION is one of the most uniq: 


and effective patriotic cantatas imaginable. It! 
most timely and is sure to prove a money mak 
wherever rendered; at the same time it teaches le] 
sonsinreal patriotism, Asktoseeareturnable cop 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
15th and Race Streets Philadelp} 


Be sure to 


Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 
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The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh” 


he Scriptures Examined on the Length of The TIMES of the GENTILES. When They Began 


Definitely Established. When They Will Close Demonstrated, Subject to 
Uninspired History and Chronology 


he Rapture and the Revelation demonstrated to occur at the Feast of Trumpets, which is the Jewish New Year’s Day. 
64 pages, Sixth Edition, Enlarged with Appendices, Extracts from Letters and Last Call for Supper. 
The Year-Day Principle God Given. The Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks proved to be a Year-Day period. 
Light on_these questions promised at “the time of the end.” 
125th Thousand. Price: Postage paid, 5c. each; 30c. doz.; $2.00 per hundred. 
‘This pamphlet is unique in its teachings, showing the proximity of the Coming of the Lord. 
EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS—Please Read 


“I have just finished a delightfulestudy of your pamphlet, ‘The put together this knowledge of the Bible. The signs of the times 
oming of the Lord Draweth Nigh,’ and am enclosing herewith seemingly bear out the things as you connect them. I am after 


check for two dozen of your last edition. 


“I am a missionary evangelist and expect to use these on a 
rge_ scale. A little’ more than a year ago I began to study 
le Second Coming, which resulted in my becoming a strong 
sliever in the premillennial coming of our Lord, But I want 
» say that the evident truth of your booklet fills me with a 
eater joy than I have known before, and at the same time 
“ad me to do my utmost during the time that remains. My 
mul is on fire with evangelism. I wish I had grasped this truth 
oars ago. What a change it would have made in my ministry.” 
“ “The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh’ at hand and read, 
ad and reread, with greatest interest. To my mind the clearest 
nd most convincing ever seen on the subject.’’ 


. ae send a_copy of your booklet, ‘The Coming of the 
ord.’ fter reading along this line for many years, I have 
und the copy I received from you has helped me to grasp the 
hole truth, and know the full reason why I believe, better than 
ny one thing I have read before.”’ 


“Your pamphlet, ‘The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh,’ 
hich was received some time ago, is to me the greater revelation 
fF God to His world, I want to study it more thoroughly 
gether with my people.” 


“Am enrapt with your ‘The Coming of the Lord Draweth 
ligh’ and wish to distribute some of the leaflets.” 


“T have greatly enjoyed your booklet ‘The Coming of the Lord 
raweth Nigh,’ It seems to me no man of his own efforts could 


.ddress C. J. BAKER - - 


more light and my friends shall also have a chance to see. 


“T learned of you only by accident and I am thankful to Him 
for letting me learn more,” 


“The times of the Gentiles is something that grips the heart, 
and I feel that they should be distributed among not only the 
brethren, but unbelievers.’’ 


“™he one I read seemed so wonderful I want more to pass 
around. I hope you are exactly right and am experiencing much 
joy through my hope.” 

“By chance I noticed this little book and think it so remark- 
able and am so fully convinced that it is a true revelation, I 
wish to send copies to my friends. 


eee, God’s blessing rest upon the writer of such a helpful 
ook,’” 


“I received the dozen copies of ‘The Coming of the Lord 
Draweth Nigh’ and truly I am quite prepared to accept your 
view, which, while new to me and not a little surprising and 
startling at first, seems to be irrefutable in the light of the 
Word. It is indeed a joyful prospect, “and to think it may 
be this year. 

“May it not be that the very fact of an absence of. ‘inspired 
chronology’ furnishes a reason for the Lord not intending us to 
know ‘the day nor the hour’ nor even the year of His coming? 

“Your thought of the Passover, Pentecost and the Trumpets 


sq 9? 


is well taken aside from this, 
- 621 Wyandotte St., Kansas City, Mo. 


THE NORTHFIELD 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR 


ON THE NORTHFIELD LINKS: 


2 


EAST NORTHFIELD 
MASSACHUSETTS 


In the Heart of New England, 
Among Its Mountains. 


For Your Spring and Summer 
Vacations, Northfield is 
an interesting, attrac- 
tive and restful place. 


A Modern House equipped 
comfortably but not ex- 
travagantly, catering 
especially to families 
and long-stay guests. 


Beautiful Scenery of Moun- 
tain and Valley. 


Invigorating Atmosphere. 


Privilege of Attending North- 
field Conferences and Sum- 
mer Schools. 


GOLF and other games in season 


et us tell you more of the opportunities for Rest and Recreation to be found at Northfield 


FIRST-CLASS LIVERY AND FIREPROOF GARAGE 


Illustrated Booklet and Rates gladly given 


1. S. STONE, Assistant Manager 


AMBERT G. MOODY, Manager 


Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 
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coma EDUCATIONAL swam 


: ; : ; - inches | 
ments in this department are 25 cents a line, one inch for $8.50 a month, two inc 
cornet a $6.25, and ieee space pro rata. Address all orders and inquiries to | 


WALTER C. KIMBALL, Inc., Advertising Managers, 432 Fourth Avenue, New York City 


SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL IN NEW YORK|! 
THE BIBLE TEACHERS TRAINING SCHOOL | 


Dr. W. W. WHITE, President ; 
Sixth Summer Term June 20—July 31, 1917 
A variety of courses for Pastors, Missionaries, Missionary Candidates, Theological.Students, and other lead- 


ers and workers. Helpful missionary conferences. ’ 
The department of Phonetics and Linguistics in this school has given excellent results, 
Courses arranged in units covering two weeks each. Unusual opportunities to visit social institutions. 


Write for information and schedule to 
JOHN ANDERSON WOCD, Dean of Summer Term, - . - - 543 Lexington Avenue, New York City; 
TRAINING SCHOOL for HARTFORD pec * 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS Graduate fellowships, both foreign and resident SEMIN ARY " 


Open to college graduates of all churches. 


7 GRAMERCY PARK, WEST Associated with 
Hartford School of Religious Pedagogy 
Under the auspices of the Woman’s Branch of the theo panda are a ghee lay workers. 
NEW YORK CITY MISSION SOCIETY “Fitting for foreign service. 


. : Address M. W. JACOBUS, Dean of Seminary 
REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D., President S Hariford) Conn. 


Special advantages are offered in Bible Study and . 
raced work on oung women desiring to enter Posse Normal School of Gymnasti 
upon city, home or foreign mission work. 779 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 

29th year. New building. Courses of one, two and thre: 
years. Positions for graduates. Similar coursesin Medice 
Gymnastics and Playgrounds. Apply to The Secretary 


Books by 
Margaret Slattery 


Just Over the Hill . . . . .$.75 Postage 7 cents 4! 
The Girl and Her Religion . .1.00 Postage 10 cents s| 
Girl in Her Teens ... . . .50 Postage 5 centss 
A Girl’s Book of Prayer, boards, .25 Postage 5 cents: 
: cloth . .60 Postage 5 cents 5 
leather .75 Postage 5 cents: 
He Took It Upon Himself . . .60 Postage 5 cents si 
The Charm of the Impossible, 
envelope edition, .25 Postage 3 cents 5, 
board edition. . .35 Postage 3 cents ;' 

Ask for complete descriptive list, including her inspiring 

books on teaching 


THE PILGRIM PRESS 


14 Beacon St. 19 West Jackson St. . 
oston icago 


Address your request for prospectus to 
MISS EDITH H. WHITE, Superintendent 
Room 401, 105 East 22d Street, NEW YORK CITY 


/ 

PEWS PULPITS, Altar Chairs, 
yCollection Plates, Com- : 
munion Tables, Sunday School 
4) Seats, Settees, Auditorium and Movable 
f Folding Chairs, Lodge and School Furni- 
ture. Whenwriting state requirements. 
E. H. STAFFORD MEG. CO. 
Dept. 25 ” Chicago, Il. 


READY ARROWS for GOSPEL WORKERS 
Indispensable For Personal Workers 


Compilation of sharp-pointed Scriptures on all 
important questions as to Bible Teaching, on 
Atonement, Sin, Salvation, Heaven, Hell, etc. 
Should be in every Christian Worker’s pocket 
for quick reference in refuting the arguments of the 
unbeliever. Pocket size Red Ker. Morocco, 85¢ 
postpaid. Agents wanted. Order from Dept R.0. W. 


? MESSENGER PUBLISHING CO., 22 Quincy St., Chicago 


[Don’t Take Our Word! 


TRY IT YOURSELF FOR 10 DAYS WITHOUT DEPOSIT! 


If not satisfactory, simply return it and no questions asked. . 


The Daus Improved Tip Top Duplicator is the result of 25/ 
years’ experience and today is used and endorsed by thou-.- 
sands of business houses and individuals, including promi-.- 
nent Railroad and Steamship companies, Standard Oil Co., 
U. S. Steel Corporation, etc. 


Our negative rolls now have our new “‘Dausco”’ Oiled P t 
Back, giving additional strength and efficiency. | 


100 Copies from pen-written and 50 Copies from PRICE | 
typewritten originals—Clear, Clean, Perfect. $7 50) 
6 


j = Complete Duplicator, cap size (prints 83{x13 in.) 
FELIX I. DAUS DUPLICATOR COMPANY, Daus Building, 111 John Street, New York: 


ee —— — ee ee: pas 
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The American Standard Bible 


Authorized and Edited by the American Revision Committee 


| Easiest to Understand—Because it gives in plain English the exact 
thought and meaning of the inspired men who first wrote the Bible 
in Hebrew and Greek. 


| The Most Accurate—Because it is translated from the oldest and most 
complete authentic copies of the original Sacred Scriptures. 


Every Bible in Use To-day is a translation and revision because there 
was no modern language when the Divine message was given to man. 


Prices from 45 cents up. 

The American Standard Bible is used by all Colleges, Sem- 
Therefore inaries, Bible Training Schools and leading scholars and Min- 
isters. It is also the Text used in all the Graded Series of Sunday School Les- 
sons and the basis for all the International Sunday School Lessons. 


Made in all sizes of type and over 200 styles of binding, on fine white Bible paper and Nel- 
son’s India paper; including Bibles and Testaments suitable for every want and every occasion. 
For sale by all booksellers or send for descriptive price list and interesting free booklet to the Publishers 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, - - 383-S Fourth Avenue, NEW YORK 


Bible Publishers for over 100 years 


PIPE-TONE FOLDING ORGANS 


$10 AND UP 
The White Pipe-Tone Folding Organ 
is SWEETEST in quality of TONE. 
STRONGEST in volume of TONE. 
LIGHTEST in WEIGHT. 
MOST DURABLE in CONSTRUCTION. 
EASIEST to OPERATE. 
PRICES the most REASONABLE. 
GUARANTEE the best. 
h A. L. WHITE MFG. CO. ~ 
Ei} 221 Englewood Avenue - CHICAGO, ILL. 

Free Catalogue. *. 


2EE BILLY SUNDAY ON BOOZE 
Startling. Sensational. Inspiring. 
| us your name and those of two others who would be interested 
istributing his message and we will send you a copy free. Big 


cry eos 
TheSanitary communion € 
ry Communion ups 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary @ 
The individual com- 
munion service per- 
mits an impressive \ 
ceremony. a 
We introduced indi- 
vidual cups (many = 
rg laws non ecuens =, as 
a We make the finest quality of — 
beautiful polished trays and SENT FOR TRIAL 


supply thousands of satisfied congregations. Send for list of 
these churches and FREE CATALOG with quotations. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO., 18th St., Rochester, N.Y. 


is to representatives. Write for $100.00 bonus offer. 


ERNATIONAL BIBLE PRESS, Dept. AV, Philadelphia 


A | 9 poaveMoney 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 
SS = Does YOUR Church use this 


cleanly and sanitary method? 
Send for catalog and _ special 


Se oats offer. Outfits on trial. 
SE pe ely A ht Thomas Communion Service Co. Box 17 Lima, Ohio 


illustrated is 26 ft. wide and 
34 ft. long—2 full coats 


: hgeepa Coverall Paint 
Paints this / Saas MENEELY BELL CO 
/ Reduce your painting 177 BROADWAY.NY.CITY 


expense—have a bet- 
ter looking, longer 
lasting job. 


LS 


ple tochurch. Their clear, beautiful, 

far-reaching tones are a power for 

ave one, Durability guar- 

anteed. Inexpensive. Art catalog.& buying plans free. 


Color cards _—_<i ees 
and estimate. 
Coverall Paint 
is guaranteed. 


No cracking, 
no peeling. | 


wt Ton iiomony Uae 4." 
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‘“McIntosh Lanterns are Honest Lanterns’ 


Easter 


and all it stands for—and what precedes it 
—all the joyful significance of the resurrec- 
tion, all the inspiration of spring, can be 
shown by pictures projected from lantern 
slides. 

The best lantern to project them is the 
sturdy Automatic (shown below). 

Lanterns $20.00 up; 160,000 slides for 
sale or rent. 
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McINTOS 


415 Atlas Block 


DOAN aa 


decide on the new hymn-book for your Church or 
Sunday School until you have seen it. 


Christian Workers 


know the great need of a Good Hymn Book in their 
work. We know we have the Book. Thousands 
of churches are using with universal satisfaction 
in all departments of church work, 


HALLOWED jéw na ou 


NEW and OLD 


Edited by the late IRA ALLAN SANKEY 
Son of the famous Singing-Evangelist, Ira D. Sankey 


OVER 550,000 


Copies Already Sold 


Responsive Scripture Readings 
No Trashy Words No Jingly Music 


THE CHILDREN the new sacred songs. © 
TEACH There are over 100 of them in Hallowed | 


Hymns, New and Old. 

TEACH THE CHILDREN the good old ‘‘Moody 
and Sankey” Gospel Hymns you your- 

self used to know and love. There are nearly 106 

of them in Hallowed Hymns, New and Old. 

TEACH THE CHILDREN the grand old standard 
hymns of the church. There are nearly 

100 of them in Hallowed Hymns, New and Old. 


$ $25.00 per 100, not prepaid 
Price 35 cents per copy by mail 


Examine a copy and prove its value in your work. 
(Returnable if desired.) 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO. 


NEW YORK 
CHICAGO 


APPROPRIATE EASTER GIFTS 


FOR PUPILS, TEACHERS AND FRIENDS 


Pocket Testament League Testaments 


The King James Version No. 5N 
Price, $1.00 each, postpaid 
= Size 2U%(x4inches. ¥% inch 
thick. Pigskin, limp, 
overlapping cover, round 
eorners, gilt edges. 
Brown only. Containing 
fifteen colored illustra- 
tions, four hymns, pledge 
and decision card. Sug- 
gestion for Members, and 
the Way of Salvation. 


The King James 
Version No. 3B 


Price, 60 cts, each, post- 
paid 

Size, 24%x4 inches. % inch 
thick. Black flexible 
leather binding only. Di- 
vinity circuit, round cor- 
ners, red under gilt 
edges. Contains fifteen 
colored illustrations, four 
hymns, pledge and deci- 
sion card, Suggestions for 
Members, and the Way 
of Salvation, 


No. 3B 


The King James Version No. 2C - 


Price, 30 cts. each,.postpaid. 
Size 214x3%/ inches. % inch thick, Bound in-green 
imitation leather, round corners, gilt edges, with col- 
ored illustrations. Containing four hymns, pledge 
and decision card. Suggestions for Members, and 
the Way of Salvation. ' 


Gospels of St. John 


Price, 6 cts. each, postpaid. 


Size, 234x434 inches. Bound in red cloth. Containing 
verses in black-faced type showing the Way of Salva- 
tion; a page by Dr. Chapman telling how to use cer- 
tain verses to lead people to Christ; and four of Charles 
M. Alexander’s hymns with words and music, 


Pledge Cards and Leaflet, THE WHY, 
WHAT AND HOW OF THE 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, 
will be furnished free on application. 


THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


Headquarters: 
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“Which Trust Company 
° 99 
Shall I Appoint? 


T must be clear by this time to most 

thinking persons that the trust company 

offers many advantages over the individual 
as executor and trustee under will. 


The question for you to decide is“ Which trust 
company shall I appoint?” Certainly youcan- 
not do better than to appoint this Company. 


Our booklet, ‘“Let’s Choose Executors and 


Talk of Wills,” contains much valuable in- 
formation for will makers. 


BANKERS TRUST COMPANY 
16 Wall Street New York 
Resources over $250,000,000 
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Church Activities, Sunday School Classes and Entertain- 
ments, Missionary Meetings, Lectures 
all the social and semi-social work of a Parish can be enlivened by the | 
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BALOPTICON | 


THE PERFECT STEREOPTICON 


opaque objects (maps, photos, post cards, etc.) or com- 
bined models—show the optical accuracy and mechani- 
cal excellence that characterize all Bausch & Lomb 
products. 

The illumination of the Balopticon has taken a great 
forward step with our adaptation of the gas-filled Mazda 
lamp. This gives brilliant lighting on less current than 
the old-style arc, and is automatic. 

Balopticons for slides alone, $25 up; for opaque ob- 
jects, $35 up; Combined Models, $45 up. 


Our interesting booklets give full details and prices. 
BAUSCH & LOMB OPTICAL COMPANY 
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For the first time in the 
history of the Province of 
Quebec a French Canadian 
Protestant has been appointed Judge of 
the Superior Court. This is M. Duclos, 
a gifted lawyer, son of the Presbyterian 
pastor of a French Canadian church. 


In St. Louis more than a hundred 
Protestant churches are federated and 
employ a secretary who works jointly 
with the Associated Bureau of Charities. 
Cases needing assistance are cared for 
by the Bureau, chiefly with the money 
of Christians. Then they are turned over 
to the secretary of the Church Federa- 
tion who does what he can to relate the 
family to one of the churches. In the 
same way the secretary collaborates with 
the police court to bring delinquent 
boys under Christian influence. Fifteen 
cities in the United States are employ- 
ing Federation secretaries who give 
all their time to joint enterprises. In 
Cleveland the 200 federated churches 
have broken up the red light district. 
Simultaneous evangelistic campaigns in 
this city have quietly added more than 
10,000 persons to the church. 


American 
Notes. 


The prohibitionist with his peculiar 
contention is coming to his own nowa- 
days. He has ever insisted that more 
important than the rescue mission is the 


legislation which will make rescue mis- 


sions unnecessary, at least as far as the 
rescue of drunkards is concerned. Seattle 
has been without saloons a little over 
a year and the evidence of the good 
sense of the new arrangement comes 
in many forms and from every quarter. 
Here is an illustration. The Brother- 
hood League Club mission has been help- 
ing “down and outs” of the city for the 
past five years. Now it has closed its 
doors and abandoned its quarters be- 
cause there is nothing in the old line 
to do. In its last month of existence 
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there were only two applications for 
help of any kind. A similar story comes 
from Denver. The Sunshine Rescue Mis- 
sion reports that a year of prohibition 
has changed the nature of its work com- 
pletely. Most of the drunken tramps 
have disappeared and the mission is con- 
fining its work to the assistance of worthy 
women and children. 


The iconoclasts are at work in Mexico. 
Mr. R. A. Brown of Mérida, Yucatan, 
writes: 

“Last week the great aristocratic 
church of Mérida was swept clean of 
its last idol and turned over to the Stu- 
dents’ League of Yucatan for its assem- 
bly-room. A certain Mexican whose 
hands were still covered with the dust 
of the idols he had been helping to 
smash said to a friend of mine, ‘We saved 
a few images which we are going to 
take to the public schools and standing 
them before the children say, “There you 
see what a saint looks like and now you 
see how he can be destroyed.” Then 
with a hammer the image will be 
pounded to pieces before the eyes of the 
children.’ ” 

How painful this back fire must be to 
those Anglicans who are promoting 
Catholic revivals in England and Amer- 
ica! 


An Italian Mission on Trenton St., 
Buffalo, had in 1910 a small boys’ club 
which went out of existence with the 
advancing adolescence of its members. 
In 1915 the five original members headed 
a delegation of twenty-one in petition- 
ing the mission for the use of a room for 
their Imperial Social and Athletic Club. 
They produced a “Constitution,” by 
whose clauses “drinking, swearing and 
misconduct” were prohibited, and offered 
to pay weekly $1.50 for rent. Their plea 
was that “they wanted to keep off the 
street corners and out of saloons.” A 
room was granted them. One of the 
band has been baptized and after active 
service in the Bible school is now, with 
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another of the band, in training at the 


International College in Springfield, 
Mass. 
The “Old Broadway” Methodist 


Church in Cleveland is to build a $200,000 
structure to meet the needs of the new 
time. This church has a Sunday school 
of 1200 pupils who pack the place “until 
the walls fairly creak.’ These children 
speak seventeen different languages. The 
superintendent, Mr. Stafford, a banker 
and manufacturer who has stbscribed 
$25,000 for the new building, has been at 
his post rain and shine since 1872,—more 
than forty-five years. 


A Manifesto On the occasion of a 
and a Warning. mission recently held by 

the Paulists in St. Pat- 
rick’s Cathedral, New York, for the con- 
version of “non-Catholics” the Italian Min- 
isterial Association of Greater New York 
issued a statement which we quote in part: 


“We do not believe they have made hun- 
dreds of converts for the simple reason that 
it is contrary to common sense. It is 
reasonable for a Catholic to become a 
Protestant. That means advancement all 
along the line. We have 300 Italian Protes- 
tant churches and missions in America with 
an aggregate membership of more than 
25,000, all converts from Romanism in the 
last twenty-five years. Fully half of their 
ministers were formerly priests of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Hundreds of 
Italians are joining our ranks each year. 

“It is inconceivable for a godly Protes- 

tant to become a Roman Catholic. If he 
changés he must necessarily exchange the 
best for an inferior article. For even 
“granted that the Roman Catholic religion 
is Christian, it is a religion in its most 
rudimentary and crudest form. For a 
Protestant to become a Catholic is as a 
high school boy going back to kindergarten 
and this is of course contrary to human 
nature. 

“We warn Protestants who attend these 
lectures to use their reason and _ their 
American common sense and not to be ca- 
joled by smoke of incense, burning of 
candles and voices of vested choirs. It is in- 
conceivable that a sane Protestant would ex- 
change Christ for the Pope; the Bible for 
the Catholic prayer book; the liberty of a 
child of God for slavery to the priesthood ; 
the enviable position of a free, intelligent 
American citizen to be classed with the 
people who crowd the saloons, the courts, 
the jails, penitentiaries and poorhouses.” 

The Committee: Rev. J. Braun, Rey. Dr. 
A. Fama, Rev. Prof. P. Griglio, Rev. S. L. 
Testa, Rev. L. B. Verdoia. 
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Latin A correspondent in L’Estan- 
American darte of Buenos Aires gives 
Notes. some account of Mr. Payne, an 

Englishman who has settled in 
the neighborhood of Cuzco as an indus- 
trial missionary. He has a large colony 
of Indians in charge whom he instructs 
in agriculture. Hitherto it has been im- 
possible to cultivate wheat in the district 
because of rust and various other pests. 
But by patient experiment Mr. Payne 
has acclimated a new variety which has 
greater power of resistance and with 
which the barns of the Indians are now 
filled. The Peruvian government bought 
the entire last crop which Mr. Payne 
raised and is distributing it as seed all 
over Peru. 


There are many Chinese in Peru and 
a considerable number of them have be- 
come Roman Catholics. The transition 
seems to be an easy one,—hardly more 
than an exchange of idols. “On the day 
of the dead,” says the samme South Amer- 
ican exchange, “one sees the cemeteries 
full of Chinese. As one knows, one of 
the fundamental fashions of worship in 
China is the cult of ancestors. It is 
then with utmost facility that these Chi- 
nese immigrants adjust themselves to 
the worship of the dead of the Roman 
Catholic All Saints’ Day.” 


The receding tides of intolerance in 
South America can be measured by such 
frequently heard remarks as, “We now 
sing hymns in the services and nobody 
molests us.” Formerly the sound of 
evangelical hymns would have called out 
a swarm of clerical rioters. Occasion- 
ally evangelical workmen take Testa- 
ment and hymn book with them to study 
at the midday pause. It is stated that a 
laborer in the saltpeter fields of Chile 
discovered other evangelical Christians 
by the hymns they sang while at their 
daily tasks. 


There is a little Baptist conventicle 
hidden away in the back of the Camellian- 
strasse in Dresden, which the writer was 
wont to attend in student days. He re- 
calls its pastor remarking how anxious 
rich Dresdener families were to get the 


young women of his church for servants. 


Their honesty, reliability and quiet 
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demeanor made them greatly sought. 
Mrs. Allison of Guatemala City tells a 
similar story. Servants coming into her 
home were carefully trained by ‘her in 
Christian things. Later they passed to 
prominent Guatemalan families. “It 
was not very long before I began to 
hear of their influence. One would have 
thought as the applications came in that 
I was running an employment bureau. 
I was often asked if I knew where more 
such servants could be found. You can 
tell a home in Guatemala where one of 
our faithful Christian servants has 
gone because they preach Christ through 
their service just as well as a pastor.” 
Mrs. Allison is working to get at Guate- 
malan children through nurses. These 
nurses are not considered as ordinary 
servants. A little training school has 
been started to make them fit and Chris- 
tian attendants of the young. 


Armenia. We feel constrained from 
month to month to reémphasize 
the obligations of Christian America to 
Belgium, Poland and especially to Armenia. 
The state of this last people as a whole is, 
in many places, that described by a recent 
traveler who writes: “I have met in the 
desert at different places’six of these fugi- 
tives dying, abandoned by the gendarmes 
and surrounded by hungry dogs who await 
their last hiccups of agony to jump on and 
feast upon them.” The fate of those still 
surviving in Turko-German spheres of con- 
trol is fearfully uncertain. On the other 
hand scores of thousands of refugees have 
escaped behind the Russian armies into 
parts of Armenia which, God willing, are 
to be in the future under Christian gov- 
ernment. These are given rations by the 
Russians but need seed, stock, agricultural 
implements, medical help and care of their 
orphaned children. Those in charge of 
the relief distribution are the splendid, able, 
wise missionaries of the American Board— 
sixty of them—who are standing by the 
Armenians at this greatest of crises in their 
national life, regardless of personal dis- 
comfort and danger. 

Letters from eyewitnesses of the vast 
tragedy in Asia Minor, the massacre of a 
million persons, are being smuggled into 
Switzerland and thence to the Western 
world. One of these writes: 


195 


“We continued on up the side of a moun- 
tain. Our coachman with his whip pointed 
into the valley and we saw how 400 people 
were being placed against the edge of a 
low piece of ground. We knew what was 
to happen. Two days before we had seen 
the same tragedy, the bayonets of the 
soldiers gleaming in the sunshine. In the 
mission hospital we spoke with a man who 
had escaped. One hundred Armenians 
were to be killed. Ten gendarmes used 
their guns. The remainder of the task was 
completed by Moslems with knives and 
stones.” 


Another relates: 


“The German consul at Mosul told, in 
my presence, in the German club at Aleppo, 
that on the way from Mosul to Aleppo he 
had in many places seen such quantities of 
chopped-off hands of little children that the 
streets might have been paved with them. 
At the German hospital in Urfa there is 
a little girl whose two hands have been 
chopped off.” 


70 Fifth Avenue, That is the address 
New York. OLN ren Charlesmmmivs 

Crane, the treasurer of 
the Armenian Relief Committee. The 
chief burden-bearing will come upon our 
Protestant churches and they are able and 
willing to take it upon themselves. A bul- 
letin of the Federation of Churches re- 
marks: 

“The people of the United States have 
given fifty cents per capita for war re- 
lief. But a strong New England church 
has given and collected nearly $30,000 not 
in large sums but in various sums from a 
large number of people inside and outside 
the congregation. A little church at 
Owings, S. C., of forty members, none of 
them rich, half of them children, are rais- 
ing over $40 per month. A city church in 
a down town district sorely needed re- 
pairs and had raised some money for this 
purpose. The pastor wrote that he and 
his people had decided, after prayer, that 
it could not be right to spend the money 
otherwise than for relief of war sufferers. 
Many churches are giving systematically 
either by regular offerings and pledges or 
by putting war relief in their budgets.” 


Mr. Buchanan pub- 
lishes in the Biblio- 
theca Sacra the first 
extended translation from the Codex Hunt- 
ingtonianus. One of the passages selected 
is the Parable of the Prodigal Son. There 
are in it various readings divergent from 
the text commonly used. Thus in ver. 35: 
“And he went away and cast himself at 


The Codex Hunting- 
tonianus Again. 
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the feet of a man of that country”; ver. 
18: “I will return to the joy of the spirit 
and to the Father of Spirits’; ver. 21: 
“Sir, I have sinned against heaven and in 
the sight of men. I have not been fit to 
be thy slave”; ver. 30: “But as soon as this 
son of the devil came,” etc. 

Now the striking thing is that all the 
variant readings in this parable which 
Doctor Buchanan found in the two oldest 
known Western MSS.. (the Codex Cor- 
beiensis edited by him in 1907 and the 
Codex Veronensis also edited by him in 
1911), as well as in the Irish Codex Har- 
leianus and the Codex Tabarensis Beati, 
are present in the Huntington Codex. The 
only conclusion to be drawn from these 
facts is, Mr. Buchanan thinks, that there 
was a common text at the base of all these 
MSS. “I am persuaded that the Codex 
Huntingtonianus contains a text that be- 
longs at least to the second century of the 
Christian era and touches the very source 
of the Gospel writings.” 


The Waldensians 
and South America. 


The Waldensians 
have flourishing col- 
onies in the River 
Plata regions,—model communities enjoy- 
ing the regard of the government for their 
thrift and character. The four larger 
groups are in Uruguay; three others in 
Argentina. Property holdings amount to 
some $3,000,000. These colonies maintain 
six pastors and operate twenty-seven Sun- 
day schools with nearly a thousand children 
in attendance. In 1914, their contributions 
for all church purposes amounted to $8694. 
Their college at Colonia WValdensa has 
thirty-nine students,_the expenses being 
borne by the Uruguayan government. 

It was suggested at the Panama Congress 
that these colonies and the mother settle- 
ments in the Italian Alps should be worked 
as recruiting grounds for missionaries 
among the people of Latin America. The 
Waldensians have the depth of character 
which is their Protestant heritage and which 
is too often lacking in new converts from 
Romanism, however brilliant the mental 
equipment of the latter may be. They have 
eight heroic centuries of Protestantism back 
of them. Doctor Ravi believes that an ap- 
peal made to them in behalf of South 
America would, in five or ten years, secure 


a large number of recruits whom due train- 
ing could make into the best kind of 
workers for the Southern Continent. 


Cornelia 


Contemporary Miss 
Christian Biography. Bonnell, recently 
deceased, was a 


Vassar-educated womari who gave her 
life to the outcaste girls of Shanghai. 
Since 1900 more than 1500 have been re- 
ceived and helped in the home of the 
Door of Hope Mission and 700 little chil- 
dren in the last four years have also been 
taken into the affiliated Home for Waifs 
and Strays. The Christian Herald of New 
York has raised very considerable sums 
for the support of these orphans. With all 
her other activities Miss Bonnell found 
time to hold Sabbath services among the 
women prisoners of the mixed court jail. 
She was a woman of prayer. “This was the 
secret of her life,” writes a contributor to 
the Chinese Recorder. “Long sleepless 
hours at night, long hours in her ricksha 
as she went to the court and to the vari- 
ous round of her duties, were prayer 
hours.” On one occasion a night of 
prayer was followed by a day of praise 
when nearly $5000 came in and the estab- 
lishment of the Children’s Home be- 
came a certainty. She was a woman of 
courage, too, who went fearlessly after 
girls among the angrily hostile keepers 
of the prostitute quarter; also a woman 
of patience who could wait for the trans- 
forming work of the Spirit of God in 
natures weighted with vile and sad mem- 
ories and habits. 


Miss Annie Coope, missionary to the 
San Blas Indians on a small island off 
the coast of Panama, was present at the 
Panama Congress and gave the delighted 
delegates an account of her pioneering 
life. She landed on the island on the in- 
vitation of an Indian chief but was driven 


off by a priest at the point of a rifle. 


When she left she said to her persecutor, 
“You have done your best to put me 
off the island but by the grace of God 
I shall be back here again and you will be 
out of it.’ Sure enough: Miss Coope 
now uses the little wooden-framed 


‘church which the priest built and the 


priest himself is elsewhere. 
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There are only 600 persons on the 
island. In the two schools which Miss 
Coope carries on are 170 boys and about 
70 girls. The people are very eager to 
learn. “They come to my school in the 
morning as soon as the sun rises and 
stay sometimes until eleven or twelve 
o'clock at night. For the first two 
months I was there I taught school three 
times a day and had some private schol- 
ars besides. As soon as one group of 
children went out another group came in. 
They seemed to think that I could live 
without eating. When I went to the 
island there were ten saloons; now there 
is not one. I teach the Bible a great 
deal to these people and they like it 
more than anything else. The schools 
are in fact Bible schools.” 

Miss Coope has the wild Indians of 
the mountains on her heart. No white 
man is allowed to go among them. 
When she first ventured thither Presi- 
dent Poras of Panama attempted to dis- 
suade her lest she should be killed. 
“Well, sir,’ came the reply, “I am go- 
ing in the name of Jesus with the sword 
of the Spirit which is the Word of God.” 
A year later when the president risked 
his neck by visiting these same savages 
he knocked at Miss Coope’s door and 
found her all right. , 


Back in 1870 when 
Arizona was the least 
accessible and most un- 
promising part of the Great American 
Desert, a young minister, the Rev. Charles 
H. Cook, started from Chicago to undertake 
mission work among the Pima Indians in 
that territory. On the 22d of February 
just past he celebrated his eightieth birth- 
day. Back in Arizona where he spent his 
early days, there are now five churches 
among the Pima and Maricopa Indians 
whose organization was due.to him. Their 
combined membership is over 1600. 

When Doctor Cook began his ministry 
among the Southwestern Indians he could 
find no church to take the responsibility for 
his support or even to subsidize him par- 
tially. So for the first ten years he earned 
his living week days and preached to the 
Pimas on Sundays. The government had 
found it impossible to civilize these savages 


Another Worker 
among Indians. 


-get to the meetings. 
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but when they received Christ they took to 
clean clothes and decent dwellings. For 
forty-three years Doctor Cook was their 
pastor. “The first converts,” says the 
Assembly Herald, “were full of the spirit 
of the early Christian Church, some of 
them walking ten and even up to thirty 
miles to attend services. Young Christians 
have been known to wade the Gila River 
with its dangerous quicksands in order to 
The elders have com- 
plete control of financial as well as of 
spiritual matters in these Indian churches. 
Sunday schools are attended by young and 
old. Some churches have sent missionaries 
to unevangelized tribes.” 

The Presbyterian Board of Missions and 
the Synod of Arizona have established a 
small School of the Prophets in Phoenix for 
the training of Indian preachers and have 
given it the name of The Charles H. Cook 
Bible Training School. 
Y. M. C. A. Notes. During the annual 
stock show at the 
Chicago yards the great Y. M. C. A. 
hotel of Chicago was filled to its capacity 
with country boys. The manager writes: 

“T have been impressed again and again 
with the tremendous service we have 
been able to render by safeguarding these 
young fellows, many of whom are in the 
city for the first time. A hotel handled 
by Christian mem and with a Gideon 
Bible in each room must make an im- 
pression on them.” 

Mr. Hayes in Foreign Mail recounts the 
assistance which the Tokyo Y. M. C. A. 
is rendering to Chinese students in that 
city. “Taking sick students to hospitals 
and standing guarantor for them there; 
introducing students with eye trouble to 
competent oculists, thereby keeping them 
out of the hands of quacks; receiving 
and distributing registered letters and 
other mail for students from all parts 
of China; furnishing board and lodging 
and guides for sight-seeing in Tokyo to 
Chinese students and others on their 
way to and from America; supplying 
information regarding American colleges 
to students planning to complete their 
education there; assisting in securing 
passports; giving to returning students 
letters of introduction to churches and 
Associations in China.” 
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General Emilio Aguinaldo, who fought 
the United States with such determina- 
tion in the earlier days of American 
occupation of the Philippines, recently 
brought his little fourteen-year-old son 
to the Manila Y. M. C. A. to be lodged 
and cared for in the Association Hostel. 
There is a daily religious service at the 
hostel attended by all of the hundred 
students in residence. 


The Board of Directors of the 
Y. M. C. A. of Colombo, Ceylon, is a 
strong group of men. Among them are 
Sir Anton Bertram, the attorney-general 
of the colony, a keen Christian; Sir 
James Broom, the leading man of the 
mercantile community; the mayor of 
Colombo, Mr. Byrde; Mr. De Soysa, the 
wealthiest of the Singhalese Christians; 
Mr. De Mel, the president of the Low 
Country Planters’ Association, also a 
leading Singhalese; and Mr. G. S. 
Schneider, Justice of the Supreme Court 
of Colombo. 


Mr. Lin, a Y. M. C. A. lecturer in 
China, is conducting a campaign for re- 
forestation. On the heels of his addresses 
at Hangchow came this report: “During 
the past few weeks more than 20,000 
trees have been set out on the hills 
around West Lake and within the pres- 
ent year three million seedlings and trees 
are to be put out. Local officials have 
employed experts to carry out the work 
in an intelligent way.” The Festival of 
Chin Min is the time when the graves of 
ancestors are repaired and their spirits 
worshiped. Mr. Lin is working to turn 
this heathen holiday into the National 
Arbor Day of China. The opening for 
this plan lies in the fact that the care of 
ancestral graves often involves the plant- 
ing of trees. Mr. Lin has been invited 
by the Chinese Board of Agriculture to 
take over the Publicity Bureau of the 
National Forest Service. 


Brief Notes Mr. Felipe de Vargas, a 
from Abroad. young Spaniard who has 

been active in the work of 
the Christian Student Federation of 
Switzerland, has dedicated his life to the 
students of China and is now on the 


field_the only Spanish Protestant mis- 
sionary in China. 


The well of St. Winefrede, a spring 
which for 1400 years has attracted Catho- 
lic pilgrims and which has, according to 
Catholic belief, cured countless paralytics, 
blind, dumb and other afflicted, has run 
dry. The normal flow was over 2000 
gallons a minute. This has been di- 
verted by mine drainage in pit neighbor- 
hood. 


The Established Church of Scotland 
and the United Free Church of Scotland 
have effected a merger of their theologi- 
cal schools both in Aberdeen and in 
Edinburgh. The results have been happy 
in a high degree. In Glasgow the semi- 
naries of the two churches have not as 
yet been united. 


Some years ago a mild sensation was 
given the world by the passage of an Irish 
nobleman, Lord Headly, to Moham- 
medanism. Moslems everywhere were 
delighted and their press encouraged 
them to believe this a beginning of a 
general movement in the West to the 
faith of the Prophet. Now it is re- 
ported that this convert has been con- 
victed in a London police court for 
drunkenness, which is certainly more of 
an Irish than a Moslem failing. 


The Abyssinian Church is said to be 
torn by two contending parties. The 
controversy has to do with the Day of 
Judgment. Will the Son alone or the 
Trinity as a whole pronounce judgment 
on mankind? “All judgment is given to 
the Son,” say the adherents of the one 
view. The visions of Daniel give their 
support to the other party. The matter 
has been referred by the Emperor of 
Abyssinia to the Patriarch at Alexan- 
dria. His mission started in August, 1915, 
and reached its destination in September, 
1916. The thorny question is now be- 
ing adjudicated by the Coptic atchbishop. 


We associate the chapel car with the 
Western frontier, but this most modern 
of temples has found its way to the land 
of Karnak and Luxor. The Delta of the 
Nile is networked with a system of 


-narrow-gauged railways owned by the 


Delta Light Railway Company. The 
railway company, so we learn from a 
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Presbyterian mission report, kindly gave 
permission to that mission to build and 
place on their tracks a private car for use 
by the missionaries in itinerating. Funds 
for the construction of the car were pro- 
vided from private sources. As the track is 
only two feet six inches wide the car 
is but six feet wide by thirty feet long. 
By wise economy of space and extensive 
use of folding and disappearing tables, beds, 
and so forth, it is arranged to provide 
kitchen, dining-room and two bedrooms 
and even a miniature bathroom. When 
a missionary arrives in a town the car 
is switched off in the freight yard and 
the mission home is established in a new 
town. The missionaries are much better 
housed than they could possibl¥ be in 
these towns, did they not have the car. 
Mr. and Mrs. Coventry, who during the 
past year have been assigned to this 
work, have visited twenty-five different 
villages and made forty-six village visits. 
The first meeting ever held for women in 
a certain village was when it was visited 
by the Delta Chapel Car. There were 
seventy-eight women and girls at this 
meeting and since then regular work has 
been started in this village. 


On the occupation of the Kameruns by 
the Anglo-French forces the resident 
German missionaries were transported 
and interned in Lagos and elsewhere. 
The Roman Propaganda directly sent 
French-speaking priests to take over the 
Catholic missions. The Paris Evangel- 
ical Society has now dispatched M. Elie 
Allégret and two assistants to perform a 
like task for the Protestant missions. M. 
Allégret has been in chaplain service in 
the French army and will be Officially 
attached to the French forces of the 
colony, but his chief task will be to save 
the missions of the Basel and Berlin 
societies from disintegration until peace 
comes. 


The Turkish Ministry of War has 
drawn up a specially prepared prayer for 
the Turkish soldiers, who are under obli- 
gation to recite it every night. It neither 
quotes the Koran nor mentions the 
Prophet. The White Wolf mentioned is 
an idol which the Turks used to worship 
before their conversion to Islam. 
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“Almighty God! Grant to the Turks 
health. 
And unite all the brethren in the be- 
nevolence of the Sultan. 
That Thy power may be glorified grant 
by the favor of the White Wolf. 
Thou young Turan, thou beloved 
Fatherland, 

We beseech thee to show us thy path. 

Our great ancestor Aghouz calls us. 

Almighty God, shed upon the Turks 
the blaze of Thy light. 

That the path of Turan may be plain 
and dwellings be illuminated 

In every place and corner with a rosy 
glow.” 


Francesco Ferrer pioneered model 
schools in Spain on an atheistic basis. 
Spanish Evangelicals, on the other hand, 
have developed one of the most success- 
ful schools in the land upon a Christian 
basis. This is the Model School- at 
Alicante which has been running for 
twenty years and is more flourishing now 
than ever. El Luchador, a leading daily of 
the city, describes the efforts which have 
been made to break its influence and to 
kill it by competition. Press, pulpit, 
confessional, visits—now coaxing, now 
threatening—have all been turned against 
it. “Militant Catholics who concerned 
themselves so little with popular educa- 
tion before its foundation induced first 
the Augustine friars to establish a rival 
school, then the Marists, then the Sa- 
lesians, finally the Jesuits. If it had not 
been for this school Catholics in Alicante 
would have had far fewer openings for 
their own type of education.” The public 
schools, too, have benefited indirectly by 
its neighborhood as a consequence of 
its high standards of instruction. 


Colonel Kitching, of the Salvation 
Army, tells of the spirit of French Sal- 
vationists. One had won the French 
Cross for distinguished services and an- 
other, who also had shown exceptional 
bravery, had in examinations for promo- 
tion taken very high rank,—so high, in- 
deed, that he had been recommended for 
two years’ training at St. Cyr, the French 
West Point. But as he found that this 
would interfere with his status in the 
Salvation Army he abandoned altogether 
this proposed career in the French mili- 
tary service. 


THE MISSION FIELD. 


Bush Sunday Schools. Walter Wil- 
liams writes of their teachers among the 
Kroos of Liberia: 


“They came back to the mission long 
after dark, wet, cold, hungry and footsore, 
for they had walked twenty miles—some 
of them—to do their Sunday school work. 
And the tropical rains and swollen, un- 
bridged river had not made it any easier. 
They were only lads, too, not any of them 
older than eighteen years. 

“Before these bands of Sunday school 
missionaries leave the mission, some on 
Saturdays, the rest on Sunday mornings, 
we satisfy ourselves that the boys are 
thoroughly grounded in the Bible lesson 
and able to teach it to others. Then we 
bid them Godspeed and, equipped with 

Bible and picture rolls, they are off. 

- “YTheir duty is to help the native preacher 
in the sunrise prayer meeting and the morn- 
ing preaching service. They then go from 
house to house, gathering up the children, 
carrying the smallest to the meeting place. 
They hang the roll on a branch of a tree 
or some other natural hook and Sunday 
school is on. 

“They have gathered 700 raw heathen 
children into Sunday schools for weekly 
instruction in the Word of God. Before 
this meets your eyes the 700 will have be- 
come 1000. The children love them. The 
little boys and girls watch for them and as 
a band of Sunday school missionaries comes 
into sight scamper down the beach to meet 
them, beating their chests with their little 
hands,—the African’s way of expressing 
emotion the continent over,—flinging them- 
selves upon our lads and clinging to their 
arms. Then arriving in town there is a 
grand dash for the different houses, shirts 
are hastily thrown over woolly heads and 
the Sunday school scholars are ready to be 
taught.” 


The character of these teachers comes 
out in this incident. Two, of sixteen and 
eighteen years, respectively, were taken and 
flogged continuously because they held to 
God. And when they would not eat devil 
meat the men knocked them down’ and 
stamped on them and forced the meat into 
their mouths. But they spit it out! 

Twenty-five dollars yearly will keep one 
of these pupil teachers at work in Africa. 


The Regeneration of India’s Poultry. 
Mr. Slater and the Agricultural Department 
of the Presbyterian Mission at Etah 
(India) are having encouraging success in 
their egg industries. 


These were under- 


taken in order to help the new. Christian 
communities to enlarged income and with 
it a more self-respecting scale of living. 
At the Etah poultry show fowls have been 
exhibited weighing more than twice as 
much as the leathery, fleshless, native breeds. 
In two years’ time the size of the egg has 
been doubled and the price received from 
purchasers likewise doubled. In many cases 
the Christians have received for pure- 
bred eggs for hatching sums equal to eight 
times the old price. Poultry reform has be- 
gun in twenty-one new villages with eggs 
distributed by the itinerating elder. The 
problem of gathering eggs from the vil- 
lages and their shipment to the ever ready 
purchasers of Agra, Delhi and Lucknow is 
being met and solved. This practical piece 
of economic reform has won the-sympathy 
of both Hindu and English communities 
and is now on an assured footing. There 
is hardly any limit to its possible expan- 
sion in India. 


“How -Can I Make a Friend?” Mr. 
Frank Buchman, Association secretary in 
Pennsylvania State College, has been talk- 
ing to Chinese students in Hongkong. Many 
have become Christians, the great majority 
of whom are from heathen homes. One, 
however, was a child of Christian parent- 
age who was sent to a Confucian school 
and became a rigid Confucianist. Of him: 
Mr. Wilber writes: 


“All that his father and brothers had said 
to him since his school days fell upon stony 
ears. He believed in the central Confucian 
teaching of the superior man—that is, that 
a man may work out his own salvation by 
education and will power, becoming gradu- 
ally perfect. And he was a wonderfully 
vivid exemplification of the results of that 
doctrine. But the great question that he 
asked was profoundly pathetic: ‘How can 
I make a friend?’ There you get the evil 
result of the characteristic Confucian teach- 
ing. It is coldly and entirely selfish. A 
man becomes a superior man to save him- 
self, not to help his friends or nation. We 
talked for a long time but did not get very 
far. But at the meeting when the call for 
decisions was made this man and his cousin 
were the first two on their feet. Both spoke 
out simply and boldly and told their fellow 


. students—and the whole college was there 


—why they had taken this stand. It made a 
profound impression.” 


The Mission Field. 


Among South American Indians. Mr. 
W. B. Grubb, who is carrying on missions 
among the Indians of Paraguay, says that 
at the present time the Roman Catholic 
Church has generally abandoned its efforts 
to Christianize these people. “To such an 
extent is this so that in all my experience 
we have never come into collision nor have 
been brought into contact with them. In 
vast districts, over wide areas, that Church 
is not even known, nor have the Indians 
here any tradition concerning it. We are 
unquestionably the first and only people 
who have attempted to reach many of these 
tribes.” 

On the official government maps a large 
district is marked “Evangelical Missions 


Established under the Patronage of the~ 


National Government.” Since 1891 Mr. 
Grubb and his associates have been officially 
nominated by the government as their au- 
thority in this part of the republic,—in fact, 
as the commissioners for these Indian terri- 
tories. Their stations are registered as 
townships. The Argentine government is 
equally complacent. It stands ready at any 
time to grant land to the mission. The 
State Museum publishes at its own ex- 
pense the grammars and dictionaries which 
the mission prepares. Pioneer work is go- 
ing on among the Matacos and Tobas of 
the Argentine Chaco and is projected 
among the Choroti of Bolivia, whose lan- 
guage has been reduced to writing by the 
mission staff. 


Changing Islam in India. The Church 


Missionary Review says: 


“The present spiritual attitude of Mo- 
hammedans is distinctly cheering. There 
is a movement from Mohammed and a 
movement toward Christ and nowhere is 
this more evident than among the sixty 
millions of Mohammedans in India. <A 
friend recently wrote: 

“‘Mohammedans are interesting me and 
I am struck with two things on their part: 

“9 >The color washing of Mohammed 
with ideas from the Bible of what a prophet 
should be like. He is now pictured as 
humble, kind, pure, etc. His numerous 
marriages are explained as arising from 
his kindness in providing the protection of 
his name to the aged widows of comrades 
who fell in the wars. 

“> Many are dropping the name Mo- 
hammedan altogether and taking Mussul- 
man in its place. Some take it in a spiritual 
sense. One writes me: “My creed is this: 
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I believe in God as my Father and in His 
unchanging love for me and so I call my- 
self a Mussulman, i.e., one who is at peace 
with and is submissive to God.”. The same 
man tells his fellow students that no one 
can be a Mussulman unless he is first a 
Christian,’ 

“Mohammedans now have higher ideals 
than the prophet himself. The new Islam 
also feels compelled to reinterpret part of 
the Koran. It is at pains to prove that the 
Mohammedan faith was never propagated 
by the sword, that slavery was only a tem- 
porary institution, and that Mohammed 
never permitted polygamy. There is, fur- 
ther, a growing attraction to the character 
of Christ and an increased hostility to 
Him, the almost inevitable signs of a true 
unveiling of Christ.” ; 


Humor in Missions. The Rev. W. N. 
Price writes of preaching, in younger 
days, to Navajo Indians in Arizona 
through an interpreter, and as to matter 
much in the style of a city pastor. The 
Indians became restive and finally in- 
terrupted the interpreter,—telling him to 
inform the white preacher that they 
wanted more of the Bible. ‘They 
wanted to know whether they were 
getting it straight. After meeting was 
‘over I went to an old man to find out 
more directly and personally how the 
matter stood. Very frankly and yet 
kindly he said, ‘I like to hear him paper 
more.’ The Bible is called ‘paper’ by 
them.” 


A beggar woman in a small town near 
the Hwai Yuen station in China keeps 
the Sabbath by not begging on that day. 
She is an inquirer and not yet a church 
member yet she taxes the proceeds of 
her business for church purposes to the 
extent of one cash (not quite half an 
American cent) weekly! 


Brief Mission Notes. The Doshisha 
University of the American Board Mis- 
sion in Kyoto, has had a remarkable de- 
velopment in the last decade. Its students 
in all departments have increased in 
number from 492 to 1549; its property and 
endowments from 366,082 yen to 1,157,044. 
The number of students in the theo- 
logical school has been advanced from 
27 to 63. 


The William Booth Memorial Tuber- 
culosis Sanatorium was recently opened 
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by the Salvation Army at Nakano, near 
Tokyo. Among the speakers was Count 
Terauchi, the premier. The present 
equipment provides for fifty patients. At 
the opening Colonel Yamamuro, the 
chief of the Salvation Army in Japan, 
read from the diary of his recently de- 
ceased wife, in which she had recorded 
her determination not to make herself 
a new garment till she was fifty years 
old, so that she could give all possible 
to this hospital. 


The American Bible Society in Japan 
has opened a campaign to place New 
Testaments in the cells of all prisons in 
Japan. These prisons number twenty- 
seven with 25,425 inmates. 


The schools for the deaf in China, ad- 
ministered by American Presbyterians, 
have awakened the interest of the deaf 
in many parts of the world. Deaf per- 
sons in Toronto send Christmas gifts. 
Friends in the Rochester School for the 
Deaf have given money ever since 1887. 
The Belfast (Ireland) Deaf Missionary 
Society has contributed over $2500 
since 1893. A deaf woman in Edinburgh 
gave nearly $1500 in five years and since 
her death the Edinburgh Deaf Benevolent 
Society has continued her contribution. 
During recent years there has been 
raised up in Chicago a circle of deaf 
friends under the leadership of the Rev. 
Philip Hasenstab, pastor of the Metho- 
dist Church for the Deaf. Gifts from 
a school for the deaf in Knoxville, Tenn., 
have been used for the purchase of sew- 
ing and knitting machines. 


The people of Java are, according to a 
writer in the International Review of Mis- 
sions, organizing on a large scale in a society 
called the Sarikat Islam. The aim of this 
society is the development of culture and 
of a national spirit touched by Islamic 
sentiments. The membership now runs into 
the tens of thousands. As a counter move- 
ment Javanese Christians, on, their own 
initiative, established on Easter Day, 
1913, their own society Mardi Pratjojo 
(Growth of Faith Society). This now 
numbers 6000 members and is led by a 
very active Javanese. The society owns 


its own press and has established Bible 
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classes and societies for girls and for 
boys. 


We mentioned some time ago the case 
of a Methodist missionary who wished to 
exchange the skin of a man-eating tiger 
which he had shot for a Ford to be used 
in evangelistic traveling. The deal was 
consummated. Now Dr. Hugh Linn of 
Bidar, India, makes a similar offer. He 
needs a motor which can be used as an 
ambulance for his hospital and writes: 

“T have a leopard skin mounted as a 
rug in fine condition. The leopard was 
killed inside the walls of Bidar and 
given the hospital as a present for medi- 
cal services rendered. We will give this 
fine leopard skin rug to anyone who will 
make a donation of $700 for the desired 
motor ambulance.” 


Mr. James Sandilands, a Scotch mis- 
sionary in the New Hebrides, writes of a 
recent occurrence which sets in strong 
light the dangerous environment in which 
he lives. An unoffending English trader 
and family near him were lately mur- 
dered by cannibal raiders from the hills. 
The motive of this infamy was probably 
the desire to secure human flesh to repay 
gifts which had been made them some 
time previously when mission teachers 
had been murdered and eaten. “The 
bushmen’s unwritten law is that any vil- 
lage or tribe that accepts human flesh 
from another must pay it back.” When 
these cannibals receive Christ they are 
new men altogether. Habena is the na- 
tive pastor of the island of Futuna. 
Some years ago the natives of Aneityum 
offered him the chieftainship of the island 
of Aneityum but he refused saying that 
he wanted to see the people of Futuna 
converted first. Lately his relatives on 
Aneityum renewed their invitation, urg- 
ing him to return to his own land for 
rest. He sent in reply the words of 
Jotham (Judges ix. 11). “Should I for- 
sake my sweetness, and my good fruit, 
and go to be promoted over the trees?” 


The community Christmas tree has 
reached Japan. The churches and Sun- 
day schools of Kyoto erected a fifty-foot 
tree in front of the Y. M. C. A. of that 
city and every evening from the 25th to 
the 29th of December the children of 
the churches gave their best songs and 


Three German Students. 


recitations before citizens assembled in 
the large Association auditorium. 


In observing the great and general ex- 
pansion of the Christian church in Korea 
one is in danger of forgetting the dis- 
couragements of the early mission days. 
Dr. H. G. Underwood, who has lately 
passed away, was one of the most active 
and self-sacrificing pioneers in these 
days. After the first ten years of the 
hardest kind of work the little group of 
Presbyterian and Methodist missionaries 
of which he was a member could find 
only 141 Christians in the whole country. 
Dr. Underwood laid foundations in many 
directions. He was an active translator. 
At one time he taught chemistry and 
physics in the Royal Medical School. 
Again he was chairman of the Korean 
Educational Federation, professor in 
theology in a seminary, president of 
Seoul Christian College and principal of 
the Wells School for Christian workers. 
A Korean said of him as he observed 
him hurrying by: “There goes the Jesus 
man. He works all night and all day 
with the sick without resting.” 


One fruit of the American occupation 
of Manila,—or rather, a cluster of fruit-— 
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is the system of Y. M. C. A.’s in that city. 
Two of the buildings—large and well- 
equipped—are devoted to the Filipino stu- 
dent and to the general Filipino community 
respectively. The third is for Americans. 
These buildings are used even more 
freely than the average Association in 
America. They have, in fact, far less in- 
stitutional competition in the nature of 
the case. Men are constantly streaming 
in and out of the main entrances. The 
physical director of these associations, 
Mr. E. S. Brown, has done a work which 
is in itself a monument to Y. M. C. A. 
efiiciency. He has organized one of the 
most satisfactory playground systems in 
Asia. Every afternoon on a clear day 
during the school week from 200,000 to 
300,000 students in the Philippine Islands 
participate in group games, largely be- 
cause of his efforts. 


The welcome news has been received 
from Mrs. John Andrews Ely of St. 
John’s University, Shanghai, that the St. 
Mary’s Hall Fund has been completed. 
A cablegram to this effect has recently 
been received in America, and the many 
friends of the great college of St. John’s 
in Shanghai will be rejoiced at this news. 


THREE GERMAN STUDENTS. 


The following sketches from Christian 
life in German universities are taken from 
Morgenréte, a publication of the German 
Christian Students’ Union. 


It was a spring afternoon in the summer 
semester of 1899. I was studying Locke’s 
“Theory of Knowledge” in my room on the 
Neckarholde at Tiibingen. A knock at the 
door and in strode a tall, striking-looking 
man who asked to join our circle as a new 
member. I was somewhat perplexed at 
first, for I was a young student and he a 
mature man. He had a magnificent head, 
eyes with a peculiar brilliance, a fine high 
forehead and wavy beard. The air of 
genius and the black felt hat suggested an 
artist. But he said that he had until then 
been a cabinetmaker in the Werner Insti- 
tution at Reutlingen and wished now to 
study. I did not at first understand his 
name and asked if he was the well-known 
Goehre (Socialist author of “Six Months @ 
Factory-Worker”). At this he laughed, for 


he knew all about Goehre. No, he had not 
completed his theological studies. Then he 
went on to tell me more of himself. 

He was the son of an official at the court 
of Sigmaringen. There he had passed 
through the gymnasium. An inquiring and 
devout mind led him to theological study. 
As student at the University of Halle he 
joined the University Theological Union. 
He had not suspected what conflicts were in 
store for him. His critical spirit brought 
him into doubts. He lost all inner standing 
ground. Continue theologian he could not 
longer, for he was conscientious to a degree. 
Then came a fearful struggle, a deep, long 
controversy with his parents, the loss of his 
fiancée. - Money for other studies he had 
none. 

Having for years been warmly interested 
in the social question he went into the 
furniture factory of an institution of the 
Inner Mission in Wiirtemberg. There the 
tall man with noble intellectual face labored 
for three years as workman among work- 
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men, busily planing and sawing. Gradually 
during this period of handwork the bil- 
lows of the soul quieted. ‘Peaceful and still,” 
writes his wife, “did he become and firm 
again was his grasp on the Father’s hand.” 
With especial reverence was he accustomed 
to speak of a believing teacher from the 
Korntal who at this period of his life 
afforded him much inner help. Through him 
he came into close contact with a sound 
pietism and rose out of intellectual struggle 
into the experiences of faith. This person- 
ality purified in violent struggle and deep 
sorrow now came among us young people. 
One illustration of how strikingly he im- 
pressed others. After his first visit to my 
study my old landlady burst out in broad 
Wiirtemberg dialect: “Who can that man 
be? I have never in the world seen so 
beautiful a man.” And she could scarce 
be quieted. 

Giese was a man-who had to do with God 
and his piety was of a distinct originality. 
Among his first words at that first interview 
were “I am looking for people who love the 
Father.” That God was his Father was a 
marvelous thing and he had with this 
Father a touching personal relation. As I 
recall, the writings of Professor Hilty and 
also those of the liberal pastor Wimmer 
had had much influence upon him. It was 
a new phenomenon to us, this union of an 
intense fear of God with certain theologi- 
cal heresies. But he came more and more 
into a Biblical acquaintance with Christ. 
One must have patience and remember that 
student years bring many crises with them. 
He drew near to a realization of the exalted 
Saviour Who leads men to the Father. But 
ever and again was it the great, faithful 
Father Whose love had manifested itself to 
him in rare ways. There was nothing of 
imitation in his Christianity nor of common- 
place. All had been made his own in hot 
conflicts. For hours could he reflect in his 
slow, meditative way and express his ob- 
servations and experiences in picture and 
parable. I recall a visit to his room near 
the market place. Midnight had long 
passed and after an interminable exchange 
of conversation silence finally came over us. 
Then Giese quietly remarked: “We have 
spoken so much of the Father and He has 
been ever here. Now can we do nothing 
less than to talk with Him.” We knelt 
down. I could never forget those words 
of his. .They expressed the life he led in 
God’s presence. 

Giese was well acquainted with social 
questions. The labor question, housing 
problem, woman’s problem, were all novel- 
ties to me, on the other hand. At first 
he lived in the Workingmen’s Home. He, 
who was by nature an aristocrat, if I may 
be allowed the word, enjoyed greatly the 
company of young laborers. These he 
found more interesting than cultivated 
people. But this was due especially to his 
great love of men. What kind of a coat 
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‘a man wore was wholly a secondary matter 


with him. He sought out men and loved 
them. He was a man of humility. “I am 
ever more convinced that a solid success 
based on God’s gift is ever built up en 
human failure.” In the circle of German 
Christian students he found, during his 
studies, an intimate spiritual home. He 
wrote to his friends in this circle, “We will 
do as the young trees in a thick forest; we 
will press each other mutually upward.” 

During his preliminary ministry at An- 
dernach, Barmen, and elsewhere, he left 
everywhere traces of blessing because of 
his godliness and spirit of love. Greatly 
attracted to the work among the scattered 
Protestants of Austria, he finally settled 
as vicar of a parish in Iglau in Moravia. 
In 1908 he “went into that Kingdom of 
Peace in the which he was at home even on 
earth.” The following summer a memorial 
stone was placed in the cemetery,—the gift 
of numberless friends in Protestant, Catho- 
lic and Jewish communions. 

We thank God for having brought this 
dear man into our student life. He made 
the Father. great for us. In Christ’s name 
will we praise the Father for him. 


* * * * * 


There rises another before my inner vis- 
ion,—a man who in Berlin went in and out 
among us. Walter Berger was a student 
of modern philology. Glowing personal 
love for Christ, an almost passionate de- 
termination to attain moral perfection, 
bound -with a lively interest in all that is 
noble and beautiful, dominated him. The 
emphasis in his Christianity lay rather on 
the ethical than the dogmatic. An early 
death tore him from us. Some verses of 
his lie before me, a sort of legacy from 
him. How he knew to touch the harp! 

Alien to the usual student pleasures, and 
therefore accused often by the student body 
of cant, he and his friends in the early 
days of the movement brought into stu- 
dent life in their culture, thought, inter- 
course with men, books and current events, 
something peculiarly original. A new type 
of free and joyous personality, a new type 
of life in association here developed. These 
personalities Walter Berger described as: 


Stoltz-stark, als Ko6nigskinder sich zu 
preisen 

Und klein, weil sie von Vaters Tische 
speisen, 

Stoltz-stark, in goldner Freiheit sich zu 
wissen, 

Und klein, weil nie des Fithrers Hand sie 
missen. 

Stoltz-stark, fiir sich gesetzt den Weg zu 
schreiten, - 


Und klein, mit Liebe Irrende zu leiten. 

Stoltz-stark, begabt mit Himmelsbiirger- 
rechten, 

Und_ klein, weil 


Rene gerne aller 
nechten. 


Menschen 


Three German Students. 


Nothing of all that makes youth rich 
and happy was closed to him. Art 
and university life, foot tour and jour- 
ney through the wide world, temporal 
things and eternal—all are mirrored in these 
verses, my friend’s last gift. And when 
finally he took his last journey there 
lightened his way, as in the many earnest 
hours of his life, love to the Cross of 
the Lord Jesus Christ under which he had 
often stood. 


UNTERM KREUZ. 


Weh dem, der hier mit Worten spielt, 
Wohl dem, der sich gerichtet fiihlt. 


Der Wind umflort, senkt matt die Fliigel 
Die Sonne bleich, verliert den Schein, 
Und hoch auf dunklem Leidenshigel 

Ragt still der Mann am Kreuz allein. 
Wie oft doch aus des Lammes Schale 
Sind Menschenlippen leicht gefiillt, 

Indes der Himmel vor dem Grale 

In stummer Ehrfurcht sich verhillt.¢ 


* = * * 2 


Johannes Middendorf was a Friesian, a 
closed nature, going his own way. Towards 
the Church he felt at times violent re- 
pulsion. As a young undergraduate he 
entered a student (drinking) group. Later 
he came to us and learned what was new 
to him, namely, that convinced Christians 
could be happy men. His first semester he 
passed at Tubingen, going later to Leipzig. 
There, according to his own confession, he 
found “the priceless pearl.” In jubilation 
he told us of it. A circle of praying people 
had taken him into their midst. He wrote 
to his brother: “We cannot desist from wit- 
nessing to Him. With religion my life 
stands and falls. It is glorious to find in the 
life and teaching of Jesus the only satisfac- 
tory solution to so many difficult questions ; 
glorious also to recognize that the secret 
of the world, the only truly complete prin- 
ciple of life, is that Love which overcomes 
death and sin. In the Love of the Father 


* Proudly strong to boast themselves King’s sons, 

And humble as eating from a Father’s table. 

Proudly strong to know their golden freedom, 

Humble, as ne’er without the Leader’s hand. 

Proudly strong to stride one’s way with steadiness, 

And humble, erring men with love to lead. 

Proudly strong in the possession of heavenly 
citizenship, 

Humble because gladly the servants of all men. 


{UNDER THE CROSS. 


Woe to him who here with words would play. 
Well for him who feels himself here judged. 


The wind sinks heavily its wings, 

The sun, turned pale, hath lost its luster, 
And high on the dark hill of passion 
Towers still alone the Man upon the Cross. 
How often from the Lamb’s flat bowl 

Are men’s lips lightly filled, ; 

While Heaven before the Holy Grail 

In silent reverence hides itself. 
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and His only Son, our compassionate Sav- 
iour, have we the most powerful concen- 
tration and the widest expansion of World 
Life. Nothing has shaken me more deeply 
than the undeserved love of Jesus and the 
grace of the Father and I have no firmer 
certainty on earth than that I am hid in 
God. How have I come to this belief? 
Through the evidence of a living and joyful 
faith in others, and through the help of 
the Lord Who has heard my prayer.” 

He was a faithful witness. The end of 
his doctor’s thesis on “Rudolf Eucken’s 
Philosophy” closed with the following con- 
fession : 

“Many deep things come from Goethe 
though he was a merely human personality. 
Among them was his saying, ‘Man is on 
the wrong path as long as he struggles.’ 
This dictum we apply to all metaphysic. In 
metaphysic we cannot escape struggle. 
Someone has said that for Truth one must 
seek through the whole of life. But there 
are those who are tired of seeking and have 
lost the hope of ever finding that which 
brings true elevation to life. They sink in 
a heap on life’s way. 

“Then appears the Saviour with out- 
stretched arm. ‘Come unto me, all ye that 
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in 
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my bur- 
den is light. He is the stone which the 
builders rejected that has become the head 
stone of the corner. He has become a 
stone of stumbling and rock of offense. 
Blessed is he who shall not be offended in 
Him. 

“Are we like Faust who toiled ever 
striving? What failed him in all his 
effort? He himself answered truly. ‘The 
message, indeed, I hear, but faith fails.’” 

In July, 1913, an inflammation of the 
lungs suddenly snatched the young student 
from life. Of him Professor Eucken wrote 
in a long letter: 


Jena, 15/7/13. 


“Although I did not personally know 
him he was dear to me because of his thesis 
concerning me. Therein appeared a nature 
of such earnestness, such heart warmth, a 
so serious quest for truth, such depth of 
faith, that one got the impression of a 
noble, human soul. One could have ex- 
pected the best things from his develop- 
ment. The swing of his spirit would cer- 
tainly have lifted him to the heights of 
life. God has willed otherwise and trans- 
planted that to the eternal which promised 
so much for the temporal. Be sure, dear 
pastor, that I shall retain a true and heart- 
felt remembrance of your dear John. 


“Grieving with you, 
“R, EucKEN.” 


THE NORTHFIELD CONFERENCES. 


The season at Northfield for the coming summer promises to be one of the usual 
interest, and while few speakers will be in attendance from Europe, those who have 
accepted invitations for the coming season are a guarantee of the character of the 
gathering. 

Following the plan adopted in 1916, the Young Women’s Conference will be held in two 
sections, the first section June 11 to 17, and the second section June 30 to July 8. The 
speakers at these Conferences will be announced later. 

The Student Conference, which will be presided over by Dr. John R. Mott, will be 
addressed by Dr. Robert E. Speer, Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, Mr. Robert P. Wilder, Prof. 
H. R. Mackintosh of Edinburgh, and Rev. George Adam of London. 

The Foreign and Home Missionary Conferences and Sunday School Workers’ Confer- 
ence will be held as usual under the leadership of the Secretaries of the respective Boards; 
and the Christian Workers’ Conference, convening August 3 to 19, will this year give 
unusual prominence to the Ministers’ Meetings. The subjects of these meetings will be 
announced later; and at each one it is hoped that some prominent minister or Christian 
worker, who has had experience in the special subjects discussed, will open the sub- 
conference. 

Dr. James I. Vance will conduct a Bible class each morning at the nine o’clock hour, 
taking up the Epistle to the Romans, showing how the doctrines there stated are an 
expression of personal experiences in the life of Paul. Mr. Charles M. Alexander will 
conduct a praise service each morning, and other speakers will include Rev. John R. 
Davies, Rev. George Adam of London, Rev. Len G. Broughton, Dr. Chas. Biéler, and 
Madame Biéler of Westmount, Canada. 


EDITORIAL. 


The editor recently received a postal card 
with a list of names and addresses of those 
to whom the writer wished copies of the 
Recorp or CuHrisTIAN Work sent. In ex- 
planation of the request it was stated that 
the names were of those who had recently 
become Christians. The friend making 
the request for the magazine further ex- 
plained .that he was anxious to have these 
young Christians begin their new experience 
with the help of good literature. 

We would always be glad to codperate 
in a similar way with any pastor or evan- 
gelist. The Daily Bible Notes, and the 
Correspondence Course in St. John, will be 
found most helpful in acquiring the habit 
of Bible study. These courses of read- 
ings are elementary and popular in char- 
acter, and admirably adapted to the needs 
of those whose time for daily study is 
limited. We shall always be glad to send 
sample copies for free distribution to those 


conducting evangelistic services, and will be 
glad to otherwise codperate in any way we 
can. 

In beginning the Recorp. or CHRISTIAN 
Work in 1881 it was the purpose of 
the late D. L. Moody to make it a means 
of fostering a wider interest in Bible study. 
To this end he enlisted the help of his 
friend, Major D. W. Whittle, who under- 
took to edit a daily course of Bible Read- 
ings. These consisted of a brief Scrip- 
ture reference, with an exposition by the 
editor, followed by an extract in further 
exposition from some well-known writer. 
This department continued under Major 
Whittle’s editorial supervision during his 
life and is now continued by a member of 
the editorial staff, with the same object in 
view and following in general the same 
plan, only substituting expositions from 
several commentators for one extract. 


e 


THE GOSPEL OF JOHN: QUESTIONS FOR STUDY. 


This correspondence course in the Gospel 
of John, begun in the March issue, is con- 
ducted by the Rev. Charles R. Erdman of 
Princeton, N. J. There is a fee of $1 to 
cover postage and incidental expenses. 


THE Crisis oF UNBELIEF IN JERUSALEM. 
vill, 1-59. 

52. Into what dilemma do the Pharisees 
now try to put Jesus? 3-6. Deut. xxii. 22- 
24. John xviii. 28-31. 

53. How does Christ convict the accu- 
sers, and show conscience to be superior to 
Jaw? 7-11. Matt. v. 28. vii. 1-5. 

54. What does Jesus promise to be- 
lievers by his claim to be “the light of the 
world?) 3.°4-9) viii. 12, Ex. xiii. 21, 22. 
John xii. 35-36. Matt. v. 14-16. Rom. xiii. 
11-14. 1 Thess. v. 5-6. 1 John i. 5-7. ii. 8-9. 

55. What other results of belief are here 
promised? 31-32, 34-36, 51. 

56. What are the cause, and the results, 
of unbelief? 14, 15, 21, 24, 47, 59. 

57. What contrasts does Jesus draw be- 
tween himself and his enemies? 14-15, 23, 
38, 42, 44, 54, 55. 

58. What claims does Jesus make of 
divine sonship, sinlessness, and pre-exist- 
ence? 19, 23, 28, 38, 42, 46, 51-58. i. 1-3, 
10, 14, 18. 


Jesus AND THE MAN wHo waASs Born BLInN»p. 
ix. 1-41. 


59. How is this miracle related to the 
claims of Christ? viii. 12. ix. 1-7. 

60. Why is this regarded as the best 
attested of the miracles? 8-9, 13-15, 18-20, 

24-25, x, 19-21. 

61. Should the mystery of suffering sug- 
gest a theme for speculation, or a call to 
service, and the need of*a Saviour? 2-5. 

. How was the faith of the man grad- 
ually developed? 6-7, 11, 17, 33, 35-38. 

63. What was the dilemma of the Phari- 
sees? 29-34. i 

64. In view of the proofs of Christ’s 
deity, is unbelief rational? 24-34. j 

65. What is the main cause of unbelief? 
39-41. 


Jesus THE TRUE SHEPHERD. x. 1-21. 


66. How does this threefold allegory re- 
buke the Pharisees and comfort the man 
whom they had “cast out”? 1, 
11, 14. Ezek. xxxiv. Psalm xxiii. 

67. In the first picture, how is Jesus con- 
trasted with the Jewish rulers? 1-6. 

In the second picture, what does 
Jesus promise to believers? 7-10. 

69. In the third picture, how is the true 
Shepherd shown to be also the good Shep- 
herd? 11-17. ; 

70.. How does Jesus here predict the 


cca eacemesy Used 


unity of Jewish and Gentile believers? 16. 
dk Svar Ia sb, Jleee 


JESUS THE CHRIST, THE Son or Gop. 
x. 22-42. 


71. What claims on the part of Jesus 
led to the final breach with the rulers? 24- 
AS, SU, G8, BS 

72. Is unbelief due to moral disposition 
or to lack of evidence? 25-27. 

_ 73. In his reference to' the title given to 
judges, does Jesus renounce his claim to 
deity or defend himself against the charge 
of blasphemy? 34-36. Ps. Ixxxii. 6. John 
xx. 28-29, 

_ 74. How do these promises to believers 
in verses 27-28 reproduce those of 1-6, 7-10, 
and 11-18? 


Jesus THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE. 
xi, 1-57. 


75. How is this narrative related to the 
main purpose of the Gospel? xx. 31. 

76. What other incidents are recorded 
in the life of our Lord in connection with 
the family of Lazarus? 1-2. Luke x. 38-42. 
John xii. 1-11. 

77. Was Lazarus already dead when 
Jesus determined to delay his visit to Beth- 
evogne Oe IK, 

78. How did Jesus describe the safety 
of the path of duty? 7-10. 

79. How did he express his friendship, 
his sympathy, his deity? 11, 15, 23, 33, 35- 
36, 43-44. 

80. What were the results of this mira< 
cle’ 45, 57, 53) xi. 1-11, 12-19; 

81. What is the full significance of the 
words of Caiphas? 49-52. 

82. How did the raising of Lazarus illus- 
trate the promise of Christ to believers? 


25-26. 


Tue ANOINTING AT BETHANY. xii. 1-11. 


83. How is this incident related to the 
raising of Lazarus? xi. 1-57. 

84. How can it be proved that the sinful 
woman who, on another occasion, anointed 
Jesus’ feet, was neither Mary of Bethany 
nor Mary Magdalene? 2-3. Luke vii. 36-50. 

85. What was the reason for the objec- 
tion of Judas? 4-6. 

86. How did our Lord interpret the act 
of Mary? 7. 

87. May charity be distinct from Chris- 
tian service? 7-8. 


Tue Pusiic ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM. 
xii. 12-19. 
88. What additional features of the 


scene are recorded in the other Gospels? 
Matt. xxi. 1-11. Mark xi. 1-11. Luke xix. 


29-44, 
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89. How does Jesus here express his 
claim to be the Christ, and how is it rec- 
ognized by the people? 14. Zech. ix. 9, 12- 
13. Psalm cxviii. 25-26. 

90. Was the subsequent memory of this 
incident a source of regret or of satisfac- 
tion to the disciples? 16. 


Tue Last MINISTRY IN THE TEMPLE. 
xii. 20-36. 


91. How does Jesus here express his 
claim to be the divine Saviour of the world? 
DSP SL OO ROD OO! 

92. Was his death upon the cross neces- 
sary to secure salvation? 24, 32,-33. John 
11.14. viii. 28. 1 Pet. 11. 24. 

93. As the Greeks represented the Gen- 
tile nations does Jesus mean that all men 
were to be saved without exception, or 
without distinction of race? 32, 46-47. 
Mark xvi. 15-16. John iii. 35-36. 


94. Is sacrifice, or sacrifice for the sake 
of Christ, the law of life for believers? 
Matt. x. 39. xvi. 24, 25. John xii. 25-26. 

95. What struggles and rewards are re- 
lated to this law of life? 27, 36, 25, 24, Zo. 


THE CONDEMNATION OF UNBELIEF. 
xii. 37-50. 


96. What does John suggest as to. the 
causes of Jewish unbelief? 37-43. 

97. What does Jesus suggest as to the 
seriousness of unbelief? 44-50. 

98. What is the result of the neglect or 
rejection of revealed truth? 39-40. 

99. What were the experiences of Isaiah 
when he saw the glory of Christ? 41. 
Isaiah vi. 1-13. 

100. What results from a true vision of. 
Christ as the Son of God, the Saviour of 
the world? Isaiah vi. 5-8, 13. John xii. 
44-46, 49-50. 


To BE CONTINUED 


EASTER IN THE SOUL. 
Richard Roberts. 


RICHARD ROBERTS. 


And you, too, did he make alive. 
a a 


Eph. 


” 


“And you, too. . This is no mere 
analogy, as though the Resurrection of 
Jesus were only a type or illustration of 
what God does for men’s souls. It is an- 
other characteristic manifestation of the 
same power,—which quickens into life in 
whatever sphere it acts. The God with 
whom we have to do is a God of resurrec- 
tions. That is His peculiar quality. 

At first sight it does not appear as though 
there were a real parity between the case 
of Jesus and that of the soul. Jesus was 
raised from actual physical death; but to 
speak of death in relation to the unregener- 
ate soul is surely only a figure of speech. 
Saint Paul.uses the word “dead” bluntly 
and without qualification. He does not 
mince matters, and he was really transcrib- 


Note. “kal juds from its position means, And 
you, too.’”’—Abbott, International ‘Critical Commen- 
tary, Ephesians. It is important in a study of this 
passage to secure our connections. We have to 
skip back over the ecstatic digression into which 
Paul is led by his thought of the risen and en- 
throned Lord and to pick up the thread of the 
argument at the twentieth verse of the previous 
chapter. There the writer is speaking of the 
power which raised Jesus from the dead; and the 
idea persists through the digression and emerges 
again here. The power which raised Jesus from 
the dead is also the power which raises men from 
the death of sin, 


Easter in the Soul. 


ing his own experience. He remembered 
what he had been; he knew what he had 
become; and the only sufficient way of de- 
scribing the difference was by saying that 
once he was dead and now he was alive. 
Men who fear being buried alive often 
insert in their wills a provision that their 
dead bodies shall be subjected to certain 
tests before interment. They prescribe the 
application of certain stimuli; and if the 
body does not react to these, then it is 
known to be truly dead.. That is how death 
is known,—it is a condition in which the 
body has ceased to react to the ordinary 
stimuli of. life; and when Paul describes 
the state of the unregenerate soul as death, 
he means that it is insensible to what he 
had come to know to be the true stimuli 
of real life. 
bility, men of vision are always apt to 
describe their materially minded neighbors 
as dead souls. William Blake, the poet, 
who seemed to wander familiarly through 
the world of spiritual reality and thought 
that every man should see the things he 
saw as plainly as he saw them, did not 
shrink from calling the Philistine world 
of his time dead. Its eyes were shut, its 
ears were dull, its understanding was ob- 
scured, and its heart hardened; and it was 
natural that Blake looking down upon this 
inert and indifferent world should see it 
wrapped in graveclothes. The unregener- 
ate man is dull and insensitive to those 
movements and illuminations of the Divine 
Spirit which are the real life of those who 
have begun to taste them. The spiritual 
universe is the world of life; whatsoever is 
outside bears the stamp of death. 

And properly understood, the resurrec- 
tion of a dead soul is no smaller marvel 
than the Resurrection of Jesus. It does 
at least require the exercise of the same 
power to accomplish it. It belongs to the 
same cycle of miracle. Easter in the soul 
is as divine a work as Easter in Joseph’s 
garden. It seems a curious anomaly that 
men should doubt the Resurrection when 
they may see around them at any time a 
succession of no less authentic resurrections 
in the conversion of men. That men’s lives 
should be turned upside down so that they 
come to hate the things they loved, and 
to love what once they hated is a phe- 
nomenon not to be explained by the sub- 


Men of keen spiritual sensi- - 
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tlety of psychological analysis. It would 
be a thing by itself, if we did not know 
what happened in a garden tomb on an 
Easter morning. That is the class to which 
it belongs. The characteristic process of 
nature may be creative evolution; the pri- 
mary process of grace is creative revolu- 
tion. 


II. 


Nor is this miracle of resurrection per- 
formed once for all; He who raised us 
from the dead is continually raising us. It 
is one of the astonishing attributes of the 
Christian life that it is amenable to endless 
renewal; and it is well for us that it is so. 
The life of the Christian is not a steady 
ascent; it is—if it could be reduced to a 
graph—more like an average barometric 
chart, a thing of ups and downs. The saints 
and geniuses of the spiritual life have a 
great deal to say about what some of them 
call “dry seasons.” Johann Tauler, Thomas 
a Kempis, Santa Teresa, Madame Guyon, 
all alike tell us of periods in which God’s 
face seemed to be withdrawn from them, 
when their spirits were arid and sterile, 
their spiritual impulses flickering and un- 
certain, when they had lost all sensitiveness 
to the normal stimuli of the spiritual life. 
For these times of depression there are 
many reasons,—partly within us, partly 
without. They vary in intensity and in du- 
ration; and none of us ever escapes them. 


“ Not the saintliest soul has ever remained 


unbrokenly on Mount Pisgah; the best’ of 
us make not infrequent and always unwel- 
come excursions into the valleys of twilight 
and despondency. But there is one thing 
which is universally true concerning the 
“dry season,’—it always comes to an end. 
Easter comes round again to. the soul; and 
the dark clouds disappear. New hope, new 
joy, new triumph, come to it,—as it stands 
renewed and transfigured in the vivifying 
light of grace. And surely this is what we 
should expect, since the God we trust is a 
God of resurrection. 

And even when the soul’s declension has 
been voluntary, it is still within the range 
of this renovating. grace if it but return 
to God; and in some ways, the backslider’s 
welcome is the most amazing turn in the 
workings of God’s love. That one who of 
his own choice has put his light out should 
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be permitted to rekindle it, nay, should be 
invited to rekindle it in the flame that he 
had spurned is surely the supreme triumph 
of mercy. But the genius of God’s love 
is that it will not let us go, and God is 
ready, even longs, to exercise His power 
of renewal on any object that comes within 
its reach. Renewal is the joy of God. 


Ill. 


The recurrence of the word new in the 
New Testament is suggestive. New crea- 
ture, new name, new covenant, new way, 
new man, new commandment, new song, 
new heavens, and a new earth; these are 
some of the combinations in which the 
word is found; and the New Testament 
winds up on the note,—‘‘Behold, I make all 
things new.” This is no mere coincidence, 
it belongs to the very nature of God. He 
is a God of renewal, a God who makes all 
things new. It may be an accident, but it is 
surely a happy one, that Easter should fall 
in the spring. Jesus rose from the dead 


in the days when the earth is being reclad. 


in new living green, when the immanent life 
of nature is surging out riotously in leaf 
and blossom,—it is a time of resurrection, 
and it is a symbol of what God is about all 
the time. You find the same thing in his- 
tory. Mazzini in a vivid passage has de- 
scribed the exhaustion and decay which had 
overtaken the world in the time before our 
Lord came. The world seemed to be at its 
last gasp; and it was into the midst of that 
perishing and decadent world that God sent 
His Son. It was as though He were mak- 
ing the world all over again and giving 
it a fresh start. Nay, it was that, for the 
New Testament, the writings of the Fathers 
and even the inscriptions of the catacombs 
tell us of a new and strange joy, a novel 
and transfiguring hope, that had invaded 
the world. The Incarnation was the world’s 
resurrection; and that is typical and regula- 
tive of all God’s work. The figure of the 
new birth, the recall to the child-spirit, all 
this and much more belongs to this same 
cycle of new beginnings; and has it not 
been said that “the perseverance of the 
saints is an endless series of new begin- 
nings”? The Reformation, the Methodist 
Revival, these, too, were new beginnings, 
renewed life to an exhausted world. 
Herein surely is our hope for the future. 
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At the time of the Welsh Revival, a 
writer in the Spectator said this memora- 
ble thing, “With Christianity it is always 
sunrise somewhere in the world.” The 
Divine quality of Christianity is authenti- 
cated by its seemingly endless capacity for 
renewal. And now, as the habit of life and 
the ways of thought of a whole generation 
are gathered up and condemned in one re- 
sounding and bloody judgment in the 
muddy trenches of Picardy and on the 
desolate plains of Poland, as the old tradi- 
tions and syntheses lie in ruins about our 
feet, discredited and shattered, may we not 
hope that as the Empty Grave succeeded 
the Cross, so again by the mercy and the 
power of God,‘ resurrection may follow 
tragedy, and the world may be set afresh 
on a new and living way? The world is 
ripe for another Easter. 


IV. 


But no Easter will dawn on this stricken 
world except as it dawns first of all in our 
hearts. It is not God’s way to interpose 
in the affairs of the world independently of 
us. The problem of the world’s renewal 
is not whether God is ready to do it, but 
whether we are ready for Him to do it, and 
ready to pay the price. “The Divine order,” 
says Professor John Oman, “is always 
ready to break into the world when men 
are ready to let it break into their hearts.” 
It is not a matter of our waiting upon God, 
for God is even now waiting upon us. The 
dawn is here; it is we who have to raise 
the blind. 


The drift of pinions, would we hearken, 
Beats at our clay-shuttered doors. 
The angels keep their ancient places; 
Raise a stone,—and start a wing! 
*Tis ye, ’tis your estranged faces, 
That miss the many-splendored thing! 


And he must be lacking in a sense of the 
great issues which are hanging over the 
world to-day who does not feel moved to 
pay any price for the coming of the renew- 
ing, vivifying grace of God to our troubled 
and bleeding race. There are many who 
talk confidently of the new world that is to 
be after the war; but no new world will 
rise spontaneously out of the ruins of the 
old. The new world will not happen; it 
will need to be erected and built in toil and 
tears. And we are not going to be the 
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creators and builders; it will be God’s 
handiwork; but the Builder will require 
laborers, willing, eager tools; and that is 
where we come in. If His people are will- 
ing in the day of His power, He will not 
tarry. What is needed to-day is the mobil- 
izing of a great host of dedicated men and 
women who will offer themselves as the 
vehicles of God’s renewing grace; but if 
they are to qualify for this high office, they 
themselves must be renewed. They must 
have an Easter in their hearts if they are to 
bring Easter to the world. 

It would be foolish to permit ourselves 
the illusion that the Church of God is ready 
for the tasks that await it in these coming 
days. Its word is lame and confused; its 
power is low and dissipated on side issues; 
its challenge to the world is compromised 
and indistinct. It presents no impressive 
spectacle to a world which it is its business 
to redeem; and those to whom its word 
should come with power turn away from it 
in weariness and despair. Yet hope there 
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is none for the world except in the Church. 
Look where you will and see whether there 
be any other body which possesses the 
secret of that “change of heart” which we 
are told on every hand is the only way of 
saving our children from such a bloody 
catastrophe as has overtaken us. There is 
none; and the tragedy of this moment is 
that though the Church is the trustee and 
depository of this secret, yet it lacks the 
power to make it effectual and the authority 
to offer it persuasively to men. This is the 
primary task of Christian souls,—to make 
ready for the Church’s Easter, to open their 
hearts to the springtide of God so that 
there may be set afoot throughout the 
Church, and throughout the world by way 
of the Church, a contagion of renewal, an 
upspringing of new life,—making the dead 
bones to live and new nations to be born. 
This is no idle dream. Is not our God a 
God of Resurrection and Renewal? And 
is He not even now waiting to get to work 
upon our hearts-and upon the world? 


A UNIQUE CONFERENCE. 


Wienke. 


In these days of a multitude of conven- 
tions, it is with some temerity that one can 
describe a gathering as unique in character. 
Nevertheless, such a convention is the one 
that has been held now for seven years 
in Grand Rapids, Mich., in connection with 
the rescue mission work of that city, of 
which Melvin Trotter is the superintendent. 
The Conference is for superintendents of 
rescue missions. An early morning session 
is held behind closed doors, and problems 
peculiar to their work are considered. The 
other sessions, however, are open to the 
general public, and are largely attended by 
people in Grand Rapids as well as by visi- 
tors from a distance. 

The Conference this year opened on 
January 19, and continued through Sunday, 
the 28th. Between forty and fifty superin- 
tendents of rescue missions were in attend- 
ance from the principal cities in the East 
and Middle West. As most of these men 
are living testimonies to the efficacy of the 
Gospel to save men from the bondage of 
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drink, and are daily witnessing in their 
missions the miracle of conversion, they 
bring to the Conference a vital message. 
One could wish that the ministry of the 
country might have the inspiration that 
comes from attendance upon this Con- 
ference, where men by the scores give their 
personal testimony to the power of God 
to save. That which impressed us in the 
Conference was first of all the humility 
of these men. There was nothing boastful, 
but a spirit of humility, combined with ab- 
solute confidence in the love of God and the 
efficacy of Chrisi’s atoning work. 

The Conference opened with Mr. Trot- 
ter’s birthday, by which term he refers to 
his conversion. This year it was the 
twentieth anniversary of his becoming a 
Christian in the old Pacific Garden Mis- 
sion in Chicago. On each succeeding year 
he tells the story again of what God has 
done for him, although this grows harder 
each year. 


GREAT SELLING OF GOODS—AND OF SOULS. 


Charles Ernest Scott. 


I 


Beside the five day markets, which from 
time immemorial have circulated in rota- 
tion among the villages, there have been 
held in each peasant district what are called 
the fall and spring festivals, always held at 
a large temple of local fame, usually out 
in the country apart by itself and perched 
upon a hill. 

Satan is astute beyond conception and, 
in connection with these temple festivals, 
the canny Chinese have been beguiled into 
uniting these great sellings of goods. And 
the more one knows of these combined 
fairs and festivals, the more one realizes 
the significance of what Paul speaks of 
in Ephesians as “the wiles of the devil.” 
These convenient sellings of goods (and of 
what proves to be of souls as well) are 
rendered exceedingly popular by the wily 
priests who usually arrange for a peripa- 
tetic theater to be in attendance. This is 
a tremendous drawing card. The -evils 
of the theater as it exists in China cannot 
be overestimated. The Chinese tell me that 
most of the men who engage in it are 
foundlings, cast-off babes, who are taken 
by some rich man or well-to-do theater 
company and from infancy are educated as 
actors, which profession in China at least 
is wholly bad. The vileness of many of the 
reproductions is beyond words. 

Needless to say this festival season is a 
time when priests literally coin money. The 
temple, of course, has its own domain of 
many acres wrung out of the poverty of 
the people, just as manors and castles of 
medieval Europe were supported by the 
lands about them worked by serfs. When 
“fair time” arrives great companies of peo- 
ple come with banners and musicians and 
idolatrous images which are offered up to 
the celebrated deities of the temples. When 
incense and paper (which are supposed to 
be pleasing fragrance and money for the 
spirits of the unseen) are burned, it is not 
good form, to say the least, to forget to 
lay actual money on the altar for the priests 
who intone and beat the drums as the 
offerers ka tou before the deity. 


Not only the precincts of these big tem- 
ples but the inner courts are filled with 
traffickers selling commodities designed for 
everyday life. In view of such a scene 
one can well understand why in another 
temple One Who was always about His 
Father’s business did with righteous indig- 
nation use a scourge of cords to drive out 
such profane, avaricious tradesmen. 

The range of goods is bewildering—from 
worn-out rags and filthy cotton wadding 
of cast-off winter garments and shoe soles 
that never again can see a healthy day, up 
to donkeys and mules and oxen. In the lit- 
erary line one finds books and every sort 
of Chinese pen-brush ranging from those 
made of coarsest animal fur to the. tail- 
end hairs of the skunk, prized beyond 
others for “fine writing.” 

About everything that the Chinese peas- 
ant has any use for is for sale. The 
strangest conglomeration of cheap hand- 
made articles that one could well imagine. 
Fish that smell to heaven, meat that one 
hardly dares look at, crude agricultural 
implements, homemade ropes, all sorts of 
rough pottery of every size and shape, 
coarse salt, smoking tobacco, bean oil, Jap- 
anese matches, single sticks of wood, pine 
branches and cones for fuel, peanuts, all 
sorts of fresh vegetables, bean-curds; vari- 
ous kinds of Chinese foods—biscuits, and 
macaroni and nameless other foods—all 
made in the open, covered with layers of 
dust. Also many sorts of grain and home- 
made hardware. 

The people go as much to “look see” as 
to buy, to get a little change from the 
vacuity of their joyless lives. Every sort 
of medicine faker is there to trade on the 
superstitious fears and the ignorant cre- 
dulity of the people—men who sell worth- 
less red pills -which the wily-tongued ex- 
pounder explains will cure anything, 
particularly anything that is in the system 
troubling it will by this -pill be made to 
come out of the mouth; and he has loath- 
some exhibits, all faked, of what these 
miracle-working pills will do. 

‘Here is another sort of a faker who 
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cures every kind of toothache by sleight of 
hand and Christian Science argument. In- 
serting his thumb and finger plus a worm 
into the mouth of the pain-troubled one, he 
amazes the spectators by showing them that 
pain-producing worm which he affirms he 
took out of the tooth. The patient pays 
his money therefor, and, impressed by the 
strong confidence of the “doctor,” goes 
home with the assurance that his toothache 
will shortly stop. There are gamblers in 
attendance who skillfully beguile the copper 
pieces almost in a ceaseless stream from 
the pockets of the gullible; their boasting 
self-confidence and loud-mouthed effron- 
tery are no less a study than the faces of 
the credulous peasants who stand around 
each of the wonder-workers of his profes- 
sion. Then there are witches—women of 
middle age and older, who give to anxious 
women, for a consideration, medicine which 
they pronounce will make those troubled, 
anxious, unhonored women the happy 
mothers of boys. There are tellers of for- 
tune, both old men and old women, who in 
mock solemnity and with bland, imper- 
turbable faces that mask well-nigh every 
sort of a lie, palm off their false wisdom 
upon the crude and unsophisticated. 
There are supposed to be aisles between 
rows of goods laid on the ground behind 
which each salesman, squatting or sitting, 
smokes and gossips, waiting for customers. 
Many a psuedo-purchaser comes along 
merely to sharpen his bargaining faculties 
upon him. The people pour in an end- 
less stream up and down these aisles, even 
running over the salesman and his little 
plot of ground. No one usually gets out 
of the way of anybody else except as he 
is told to do so, or is pushed away. The 
air, even on a windless day, is heavy with 
stirred-up dirt and the dust of the clothing 
of those who jam against one another. 
Yet such a festival at such a place affords 
one of the finest opportunities for the 
preaching of the Gospel. These fairs are 
so arranged both in spring and fall, that 
by a little systematic arranging of one’s 
itinerating schedule one can, in connection 
with performing the duties of his country 
parish, visit several on one trip. It is 
a wonderful experience, but testing one to 
the limit, both physically and every other 
way. At such places men are touched both 
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by the words they hear and by the leaflets 
and tracts given out to them. On this par- 
ticular trip we distributed many hundreds 
of various sorts of Christian literature, 
selling many gospel picture portions of the 
Bible; and knowing from previous expe- 
rience that seed will be there sown which 
will result in the changing of many lives. 


i: 


After a three weeks’ evangelistic trip 
through part of mi field, winding up with 
preaching at a heathen temple at a semi- 
annual fair which was visited by thousands, 
I attended an evangelistic conference at 
Wei Hsien, and then started in to hold 
special evangelistic services earlier ar- 
ranged for, the places of meeting stretching 
through three counties. The first was held 
in a walled city of our field, particularly 
hopeful, where the gentry had given us 
land for a large city chapel. To show on 
what good terms they are with our Chris- 
tians, a feast was held to which we were 
invited, attended by the outgoing and in- 
coming: magistrates, and several military 
officials. The new magistrate came to 
see me when I was preaching to a good- 
sized company in our boys’ intermediate 
school yard. The Chinese Christians were 
quite flustered at his. visit, supposing that 
I would stop the service and go to meet 
him, but I thought the best way to receive 


him was to have him escorted to a front 


seat and have him listen quietly to the 
Gospel, which he did. Afterwards that 
evening I went to his yamen at his request 
and preached to him all the evening about 
the Doctrine. 

Imagine a big city in America ‘like this 
one, having no light at night, and our 
floundering in the blackness through the 
mud to get to the office of the principal 
official. 

There are so many incongruous things 
in new China, where in one day one can 
see the whole gamut of change from the 
most primitive civilization to features of 
the most modern. In that city I was in- 
vited to a breakfast given in foreign style 
by one of the military officials. When the 
curtain was ceremoniously pulled aside by 
an orderly, out stepped a young army offi- 
cer immaculately uniformed, the com- 
mander of two thousand rifleless Chinese 
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soldiers. I had hard work to keep my face 
straight when I saw this fellow, who could 
not write, who knew not how to carry his 
sword and could not ride a horse, was one 
of my humble Christians who a few months 
earlier had been a peripatetic peddler of 
lace. However, it was a remarkably en- 
couraging sight to see the gentry of that 
city, tm answer to special invitations, attend 
our religious services. 

At another Christian center, a typical 
Chinese village, in a rich low plain, to get 
to which, even on that winter day, we had 
to skate part of the way through the mud, 
we held a typical Kung Ki (revival service) 
for several days. The weather became 
pretty cold, but the Chinese without notic- 
ing it sat under a mat roof made for the 
occasion. Every Christian center has its 
own peculiar setting. In this place a few 
years ago the Christian family had been 
severely persecuted; and on a false charge 
its leader was imprisoned in the yamen. 
Now the village elders had made arrange- 
ments with the Christians to unite the 
heathen village school with our Christian 
school and have all the pupils study to- 
gether, using the Christian curriculum and 
observing our worship customs. In order 
to support a teacher a feature which I had 
never before met had been added. Of the 
nine acres of land belonging to the temple, 
six with its three ponds were to be used to 
support a Christian teacher, the remaining 


three to support a Taoist priest in the 


largest of the main temple buildings. The 
temple was to be open each year on three 
heathen festival occasions only. A roomy 
building at the side of the temple court was 
already in use as our Christian church and 
schoolhouse. The heathen in two other 
villages, not liking this arrangement, had 
planned to annoy the elders in it, having 
already preferred charges against them at 
the yamen. 

In this village the boys were more inquisi- 
tive, annoyingly, ceaselessly so, and without 
the slightest realization of proper behavior, 
than in any other place where I had camped. 
Finally I asked them to go with me outside 
the village, and there, in the presence of a 
large company of spectators, taught them 
“duck on a rock,” keeping them at it till 
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they were so tired they could hardly walk. 
All tried to catch me, but I renewed my 
youth—the next day, however, to be re- 
minded that I was not so young as I used 
to be. Many inhabitants of near-by villages 
got the benefit of these services. 

At another place we held special services 
and dedicated a rebuilt church, earlier torn 
down by the flood which destroyed that vil- 
lage. For weeks after the disaster the peo- 
ple waded around barefooted with cold, 
swollen limbs. Finally when they planned 
to build their houses the native pastor sug- 
gested that they ought to build the Lord’s 
house first, which out of great poverty they 
did. 

When we dedicated the building there 
was still a debt of fifty tiao ($20 Mex., $10 
gold), a large sum for them. Most of that 
balance was raised by subscriptions which 
averaged a few copper cash. 

Encouraging services were held at other 
places; and in one village a new church 
was organized and its place of worship 
dedicated. To those who knew the un- 
toward conditions there it was wonderful 
to see that new stone building perched upon 
its plateau in its lovely mountain valley, 
with a boys’ school building and another 
for a girls’ school near by. Eighty-four 
Christians joined the new church as charter 
members, where a few years ago only two 
old, ignorant, helpless women were to be 
found naming Christ—their prayers and 
tithing behind all this blessed fruitage. 

After the dedication we walked with a 
group of Christians all one day over a 
mountain trail in a snowstorm to preach 
along through villages, where till this year 
there has been bitter persecution of the 
Christians. 

The next day when we walked on the 
same errand of joy the rain turned to snow. 
On arrival at a strange village and not 
knowing where to go in out of the storm, 
we uttered a silent prayer for a preaching 
place, when suddenly one of the men of 
the village ushered us strangers into an 
empty family temple which was prepared 
with tables and chairs—just the place we 
needed. 

There many of the villagers listened for 
the first time to the preaching of the Gospel. 


A LAYMAN’S LETTER TO HIS PASTOR. 


Dear Brother and Friend: 


I have wanted for a long time to make 
my protests, and to state my reasons for 
them, against some of the modern positions 
toward Bible teachings that you have cham- 
pioned from the pulpit and otherwise. I do 
so in writing, for you have always seemed 
unwilling to enter into any arguments over 
these matters. 

I have waited until I believe that you 
no longer mistrust my sincere regard for 
you, my appreciation of your kindnesses 
and many helpful sermons, my confidence 
in your sincerity, and my lack of bitterness 
toward you. 

With so many good and true, equally 
able, equally educated, and in many cases 
seemingly equally experienced men stand- 
ing with all earnestness and confidence on 
each side of these questions, it seems to me 


it behooves none of us to do any anathe-. 


matizing or sneering. And so, as I have 
for years listened with respect to a good 
many declared or implied views held by 
you, evidently in common with many others, 
which it has been impossible for me to 
accept, I trust that you will grant me for 
this once the same respectful hearing, while 


I state why I cannot accept them and why > 


I believe them to be unfortunate and dis- 
astrous in their declaration. 

It seems to me that for the reasons men- 
tioned above any mere assertion of author- 
ity or “begging of the question” in these 
matters on the part of those of either side 
is both useless and trivial. I willingly 
acknowledge the place and value of 
thorough scholarship in its application to 
the Bible, and I see no reason for making 
claims for the Scriptures which they do 
not themselves directly or indirectly make. 

Christ’s acknowledgment in His life, as 
wellas in His teachings, of the Mosaic Law. 
and His frequent references to the Law of 
Moses, would seem to indicate that He be- 
lieved in the inspiration of Moses as writing 
under the direction of the Spirit of God. 
Therefore, to disclaim the narrative where- 
by Moses received the law transcribed upon 
two tables of stone is to reflect seriously 
upon the reliability of the teachings of 
Christ. 

You cannot help admitting, can you, that 
to hold the position—and you have de- 


clared it from the pulpit as a fact,—that 
there is no such being as a personal Devil 
in the same sense as a personal Christ or a 
personal Angel, without the necessary de- 
duction, for instance, that the account of 
Christ’s sending the demons into the swine, 
etc., is pure fiction, and never occurred, 
with further and necessary consequence 
that no dependence shall be placed in the 
Divine revelation of the New Testament, or 
the truthfulness of any other account given 
therein? Moreover, to take that position, 
you have to use a measure of unfair sophis- 
try in explaining away the many references 
and declarations of Christ in the matter, 
it seems to me. What is the matter with 
the old belief anyway? Is it any stranger 
that there should be evil and rebellious 
spirits than that there should be evil and 
rebellious men whom God lets live and go 
on “deceiving and being deceived,” destroy- 
ing men both body and soul? 

I don’t see that a belief in the existence 
of the devil would be necessary to salva- 
tion; but neither can I see how such a 
declaration from the pulpit can help giving 
freé license to any reasoning listener to 
discredit the binding truth of any state- 
ment whatever from cover to cover of 
“The Book.” 

As regards the Atonement of Christ on 
the Cross for men’s sins as necessary to 
salvation, it must be evident to anyone at 
all intimate with the Bible that to discard 
it requires the denial utterly of the Divine 
inspiration and authority of every one of 
the writers of the New Testament, and a 
sophisticated and unreasonable interpreta- 
tion of many of the declarations and in- 
direct references of Christ Himself as well 
as of the prophets; methods used in no 
other fair, intelligent and unbiased criti- 
cism. 

Moreover, the denial of this necessary, 
vicarious death on the part of Christ for 
the sins of each individual takes away from 
the Gospel that which for these 1900 years, 
when faithfully presented, has melted the 
hearts of sinners by the thousands and led 
to the necessary repentance and confession 
which has won the Spirit’s abiding presence 
in power to deliver from former sins. 

Right in this connection let me say that 
neither you nor any other intelligent obser- 
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ver for the past two decades or more will 
deny that our “modern, up-to-date” Con- 
eregational preaching shows almost no 
power whatever to convert what are called 
sinners, or to lead mature “men of the 
world” to an evident experience of re- 
ligion. We can induce the young people 
in great numbers to “join the church”; but 
men who know they are committing sin 
and are not Christians are unreachable evi- 
dently except by men who preach the “Old 
Discarded Gospel.” 

There has ever been among all peoples 
in all times, a sense of guiltiness before 
God. This Saint Paul clearly states in 
Romans. But the full revelation of God’s 
provision for dealing with sin was made 
in Christ, when He revealed the heart of 
God as that of love, while He Himself laid 
down His life that through the mystery of 
His passion men might be saved. This 
doctrine of the Atonement is taught not 
only by our Lord, but by every one of the 
writers of the Gospels and Epistles. If 
there is no Atonement, Dr. King and other 
scholars to the contrary, then Christ was 
Himself mistaken as to the purpose of His 
coming to this world, His Apostles mis- 
understood Him, and so great an intellect 
as that of Saint Paul was misled. For my 
part, I prefer to base my faith upon the 
teachings of Christ and the Apostles, rather 
than upon the speculations of modern phi- 
losophers. 

In this connection, too, I want to tell you 
of an experience that I once had a few 
years ago, even though you should feel like 
ridiculing it. It was during a period of 
much heart bleeding, prayer and anxiety 
for the church of my love, and of contro- 
versy with a former minister and two pro- 
fessors in a “Men’s Seminar.” 
fessors at one of the sessions had gotten the 
minister at bay for my benefit and their 
vindication, and charged him with having 
no more belief in Christ as a necessary 
Saviour than they themselves had. Being 
forced to a declaration, the minister said, 
“Yes, I have, I believe that in dying on the 
Cross a voluntary martyr to duty He melts 
our hearts and turns us back to God.” In 
meditating on it late in the day I said to 
myself: “Is it not an unreasonable arro- 
gance on your part to think that you know 
more about this than many men like those, 
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as well and better educated than yourself? 
What great difference can it make whether 
the truth be as the minister stated it or as 
you see it?” After praying mightily for 
God’s guidance and showing of the truth 
to me, I opened my Bible at random to 
read a few verses before retiring, as usual, 
and the first words that met my eyes were 
these, “Beware lest ye be turned from your 
own stedfastness.” I went to bed soon and 
to sleep; but was awakened shortly hearing 
these words said to me: “Obey no man; but 
God only. This is the way, walk ye in it.” 
I have stated this experience exactly as it 
occurred, and word for word. 

What meaning can there be to such 
words, for instance, as “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life,” 
or what sense in the so constantly and em- 
phatically repeated declaration of Christ 
and the writers of the Epistles that faith” 
and trust in Him are necessary unto salva- 
tion, and that “He that believeth not shall 
be damned,” if the work of Christ. was 
nothing more than to guide, to teach, and 
“to lead men’s hearts back to God”? 

Now what are the results of this “new 
theology,” this discarding of the miraculous 
and of “the strenuousness of the Gospel,”— 
of this denial or neglect of its most distinc- 
tive and supposedly most virile truths,— 
this depriving both New and Old Testa- 
ments of their spiritual authority and reve- 
lation? What are the results on the churches 
on which the new has been well tried 
out? “By their fruits ye shall know them.” 
We hear it from many quarters,—the same 
results, apparent gradual loss of spirituality, 
prayer meetings deserted, decrease of at- 
tendance at the main church service, - the 
young people, though most of them mem- 
bers of the church, conspicuous by their 
absence even at this Sunday morning ser- 
vice,—impossible to get a respectable at- 
tendance at a distinctly spiritual evening 
service however good, though attendance is 
large at stereopticon lectures and all social 
functions, etc. 

Let us look a little further for results. 
Have we not the spectacle of the one of 
our formerly great Christian nations which 
took the lead in promulgating these new 
doctrines of unbelief,—originated them, in 
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fact, and has held the extremest views—the 
spectacle of this great nation so far losing 
its Divine presence and leading, and its 
Christian ideals as to revert to ancient bar- 
barian aggressive militarism and to the old 
Roman pagan infatuation that it is its “di- 
vinely given destiny” to conquer by how- 
ever great slaughter the rest of the world, 
in order to give it the blessings of its own 
“superior culture’? 

What proofs or valid reasons have been 
put forth in support of these positions and 
others similar? J have failed to come 
across any. The ages old declaration, “It 
isn’t reasonable, and I don’t believe it,” is 
no more of a refutation than it ever was. 
One of our leading writers asserts, in this 
connection, that “the methods of higher 
criticism have been by many abused,” and 
he emphatically declares, “Most important 
of all, as has been already indicated, a clear 
line must be drawn between the results of a 
truly scientific, inductive literary and his- 
torical inquiry, and results reached because 
of an a@ priori, antisupernaturalistic point 
of view. The latter results cannot be called 
critical results.” 

Oh, I believe that this denial of Scriptural 
authority is a great and awful mistake, 
awful in its consequences to souls that 
might have been saved if our Congrega- 
tional pulpits had continued faithful to the 
Gospel as Christ, Paul and the other Apos- 
tles preached and taught it; and that those 
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who have led in “teaching men so” will 
realize it some time in heart sorrow and 
regret. 

But your leaders say, “The people can 
no longer be reached by the old doctrines, 
they don’t believe them, and will not listen 
to them.” I am sure that this is not true, 
but is a mighty self-deception on the part 
of those who make the claim. No doubt 
the statement is true of some few who have 
been misled, as we believe, by ministers 
and teachers who have lost their own faith 
in the Divine revelation and authority of 
the New Testament, but the vast majority 
still have faith in its teachings. Wherever 
the Gospel of a Saviour’s love and sacrifice 
has been proclaimed as the means of for- 
giveness for sin, in an atmosphere of 
prayer, and with devotion and earnestness, 
there have been, and are to-day results 
as in former times. Scores of missions in 
our cities are recording the redemption of 
ruined lives, while in numerous large. cities 
recent months have testified to the power 
of the evangel of the old Gospel.. 

I want to ask one question for your con- 
sideration in closing,—Has there ever been 
a time in its history, from the time of the 
Pharisees down, when an element of the 
Church has gone wrong, that it was not 
led into the wrong by some of its best edu- 
cated and leading men? 


Yours most prayerfully, 
R. C., New Hampshire. 


THE SUPREME FORCE FOR THE TRANSFORMA- 
TION OF SOCIETY—CHRISTIANITY. 


Rey. James I. Vance, D. D. 


Christianity has vitality. It has power to 
produce the signs of life. It has ability 
to raise the dead. It wakes to life whatever 
it touches. It is the resurrection and the 
life. It manifests this power to the indi- 
vidual. It can vitalize and transform de- 
cayed and moribund character. It can take 
a human life imbruted and besotted and 
impotent, and cast its spell over the wreck 
until the great transformation takes place, 
and the soul climbs to its feet emancipated, 
rejuvenated, with the light of hope and the 
life of God. How this is done is a question 
about which we may speculate; that it is 


done is a fact so common and conspicuous 
as to admit of no doubt. The Son of man 
has power on earth to forgive sins, to re- 
habilitate ruined and defeated character, to 
lift into life and hope a dead soul. This is 
the great and permanent miracle. The 
greatest miracle Christ ever worked, He 
still works. He came that men might have 
life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly, and His power to impart life 
to the dead soul can no more be denied than 
that the sun shines. 

Christianity has power to vitalize a de- 
cayed and moribund society. It can wake a 
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dead nation into life. It imparts to the 
people who receive it a new conception of 
the rights of man, a doctrine of liberty 
that is revolutionary, an aspiration after 
freedom that is dynamic, a conception of 
human relations that is the harbinger of a 
new age.. The vitalizing power of Chris- 
tianity on national life is noticeable among 
all nations where Christian missionaries are 
at work. The new day in Japan, in China, 
in Korea, in Mexico, and in other countries 
that might be mentioned, is not so much a 
trade transformation or an economic up- 
heaval or a civic revolution, as it is the 
vitalizing of the people with the dynamic 
of a new doctrine of the rights of man. 
It is a spiritual epoch. 

Green, the historian, says that John Cal- 
vin was the Father of the American Repub- 
lic. What he means is that Calvin preached 
truths which so captured and controlled 
the thoughts and acts of men that the very 
government under which they lived was 
transformed. 

“The basis of the Christian republic was 
with him, the Christian man,’ says Green, 
“elected and called of God, preserved by 
His grace from the power of sin, predes- 
tinate to eternal life. Every such Christian 
man is in himself a priest, and every group 
of such men is a church, self-governing, 
independent of all save God, supreme in its 
authority over all matters ecclesiastical and 
spiritual... . . As a vast and consecrated 
democracy it stood in contrast with the 
whole social and political framework of the 
European nations. Grave as we may count 
the faults of Calvinism, alien as its temper 
may in many ways be from the temper of 
the modern world, it is in Calvinism that 
the modern world strikes its roots, for it 
was Calvinism that first revealed the worth 
and dignity of man. Called of God, and 
heir of heaven, the trader at his counter 
and the digger in his field suddenly rose 
into equality with the noble and the king.” 

I cite this remarkable passage from a 
great student of history, not to boost Cal- 
vinism as a theological system, but to give 
the testimony of one who is qualified to 
speak on the dynamic effect of Christianity, 
under one of its forms of development, 
in vitalizing the modern world. 

The same thing is going on in Europe 


to-day. The trend is away from autocracy 
and absolutism toward democracy and the 
paramount rights of the average man. Back 
of it all and through it all is the doctrine of 
rights proclaimed by Christianity. 

It is not strange that the European war 
has been attended by a great religious 
awakening. The vitality of Christianity is 
asserting itself on the battlefields. It is 
sustaining men in dread encounters, and 
when the time comes to fold the banners 
and smelt the guns, it will be on hand to 
dictate the terms of peace, and to declare 
the road along which the new Europe shall 
climb to its place in the sun. 

Christianity pioneers the way. There is 
ever in it that which deals staggering blows 
to oppression and caste and absolutism, 
that forces the dead hand which holds in 
relentless paralysis the future of peoples 
to release its grip, and that wakes into 
might and victory the children of its eman- 
cipation. 

The secret of the vitalizing power of 
Christianity resides in the fact that it is not 
a dogma, nor a system, nor an institution, 
but personality. 

The doctrines of Christianity are not 
things ; they are people. The sublimest doc- 
trine of God is a man—Christ Jesus. John 
calls Him the Word—“He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father.” 

The doctrines of Christianity exist, not 
when they are subscribed to, but when they 
are experienced. The doctrine of the Atone- 
ment is not the dogma of a creed subscrip- 
tion, but the experience of Calvary. One 
may subscribe to the dogma and not change, 
but let him reproduce the experience, and 
its vitalizing power is at once apparent. 
For the truths of God to vitalize the world, 
they must become an incarnation. 

The exhibit of Christianity is a redeemed 
life. Christians are to.be living epistles. 
Christianity’s exhibit is not a cathedral, nor 
an altar, nor a sacred relic. It is neither 
sacrament nor ritual nor creed. It is a life 
across which God has.written Himself. 

The polemic of Christianity is personality. 
“Ye are my witnesses.” The mensurable 
argument of the Christian religion is a 
redeemed life. The invincible certificate 
of the reality of the Gospel is one who can 
stand forth in the triumphant confidence 
of a conscious acquaintance with the Un- 
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seen, and say, “I know whom I have be- 
lieved.” 

The dynamic of Christianity is devotion 
to a Person. “Lovest thou me?” was the 
question the risen Christ thrice asked of 
the man who was to go forth as one of the 
founders of His Kingdom. 

Because Christianity resides in personal- 
ity, because it transforms personality, be- 
cause it works through personality, because 
it roots itself in the most vital thing the 
world knows anything about and fills the 
veins of what it touches with a sap that no 
death can quench, it is the world’s invincible 
and exhaustless source of life. 

Christianity also has conquering power. 
Somehow Christ gets and keeps the right of 
way. Somehow the things which impede 
His progress grow infirm and totter to their 
fall. 

The kingdom is coming. The progress 
of the Gospel is the wonder of the ages. 
At the end of the second century, there 
were two million professing Christians in 
the earth; at the end of the tenth century, 
fifty millions; at the end of the fifteenth 
century, one hundred millions; at the end 
of the eighteenth century, two hundred mil- 
lions; at the end of the nineteenth century 
five hundred millions. During the last hun- 
dred years, Christianity has more than 
doubled the number of its adherents, and 
this in the face of two things,—the evolu- 
tionary hypothesis and the higher criticism, 
—which many felt sounded and would seal 
the doom of the future of Christianity. 

The most successful thing in the world 
is Christianity. There is no room for pes- 
simism. When I hear some modern prophet 
of gloom delivering himself of a doleful 
dirge on the state of the Church and the 
outlook for the Redeemer’s cause, I am 
reminded of the remark of an old farmer 
to a long-haired artist who was out in the 
fields painting landscapes. The farmer 
stopped just behind the artist and watched 
him as he daubed the brilliant colors of 
green and red.and yellow on his canvas. 
After a while the artist discovered his audi- 
ence and, flinging back his long locks, he 
said to the farmer: “Perhaps to you, too, 
Nature has revealed her sky pictures, page 
by page. Perhaps you, too, have seen the 
lambent flame leap across the livid dawn 
in the east. Perhaps you, too, have seen 


red, sulphurous islets swimming in a lake of 
green in the west. Perhaps you, too, have 
seen black clouds dark as raven’s wing blot 
out the shuddering moon at midnight.” 

“No,” said the old farmer, “not since I 
signed the pledge.” 

When I hear one of these modern proph- 
ets of despair uttering his jeremiad, I won- 
der, not what is the matter with Christian- 
ity, but what is the matter with the prophet. 

The kingdom is coming, and nothing can 
stay its advance. Christianity’s dream is 
world conquest. It looks forward to noth- 
ing short of the universal reign of Jesus 
Christ, and to His undisputed and unending 
sway over all mankind. It is a daring 
dream. There is a boldness about it that 
leaves far to the rear the founders of all 
other religions. There is a Divine audacity 
in this dream of world conquest that cap- 
tures the imagination, and fans heroism into 
a flame. 

The victory is an invisible one. “The 
kingdom cometh not with observation.” It 
is not a conquest by force, but by something 
far mightier. It is the conquest of love. 
Christianity conquers by making its enemies 
its friends; by making the worthless ele- 
ments of society worth while; by taking the 
wreckage and rebuilding it into shape and 
use; by conferring on aliens an inheritance, 
and by making the disinherited partakers of 
the Divine nature, until as souls climb along 
the heights in the evolution of redemption, 
they exclaim: “Now are we children of 
God, and it is not yet made manifest what 
we shall be. We know that, if he shall be 
manifested, we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him even as he is.” 

While it is an invisible conquest, it is 
both progressive and permanent. “The goy- 
ernment shall be upon his shoulder”—upon 
the shoulder of the gentle, loving Christ; 
on the shoulder that staggered under and 
carried Calvary’s heavy cross; on the shoul- 
der of Him Who “went about doing good” ; 
on the shoulder of Him Who said, “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest”; and Who, 
as He looked out on the wronged and suf- 
fering multitudes, “had compassion on 
them,”—“The government shall be upon his 
shoulder’—upon the shoulder of the world’s 
Hero. When the shoulder of the Son of 
man gets under the governments of the 


220 


earth, how they lift, how tyranny and des- 
potism crack and go to pieces, and how 
the perfect sway of love rules the world! 

“Of the increase of his government and 
of peace there shall be no end.” Christian- 
ity boldly proclaims that things are to go 
on getting better forever. Its conquest is 
not static, but dynamic. The claim stag- 
gers us. We know something of a tree that 
grows for a century, and waits there for a 
season, and then declines and rots down 
into the dust out of which it has climbed. 
We know something of a nation that grows 
for a thousand years and reaches the sum- 
mit of its development, and tarries there 
for a while, and then decays and disin- 
tegrates and is wiped from the map. We 
know something of a planet that grows for 
a million years and reaches its destiny, and 
then cools off and breaks up into cosmic 
dust that swims out again on the vast ether 
sea. We know something of a sun that 
burns for a thousand millenniums uncon- 
sumed, and then flickers in its socket and 
goes out forever. 

But Christianity tells us of a conquest of 
whose increase there shall be no end. Age 
after age, era after era, dispensation after 
dispensation, through the long, tireless, un- 
ending eternity, the star of its destiny is to 
wax and never wane. And this is the vic- 
tory of Christ! 

How are the vitality and conquering 
power of Christianity to be realized and 
maintained ? 

First, it must be known. Before Chris- 
tianity can vitalize either individual or na- 
tion, that individual or nation must know 
what Christianity is. Christianity is not a 
hoodoo. It is vastly more than a cult. It is 
a message in whose trills beats the life of 
God. A counterfeit Christianity will never 
vitalize anything. It may capture allegiance, 
it may direct worship, it may dominate 
government, but it will not lift. It may 
control people, but its control will issue in 
the shackles of slavery rather than in the 
shout of emancipation. 

There are nations that have been: influ- 
enced by Christianity, but not elevated by 
it; whose institutions Christianity has con- 
trolled, but whose people Christianity has 
not made free; whose development Chris- 
tianity has shaped, but whose influence 
Christianity has not vitalized. The reason 
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is, it has been a corrupt, an emasculated, 
a counterfeit Christianity. “Ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall make you 


free.” But there is no promise of emanci- 


pation and resurrection to ignorance. 

And so the open Bible is absolutely essen- 
tial to progress. To withhold it from the 
people, to keep them in ignorance of its 
sublime truths, to build a barrier between 
the common people and the Word of God, 
and to regard the Scriptures as an esoteric 
revelation for a priestly class, is to ordain 
a child race, and to decree illiteracy and 
superstition as the people’s portion. 

There is no particular sanctity about the 
paper and type and binding of the volume 
we call “the sacred Scriptures.” The power 
resides in the truths the Book reveals. If 
these truths are to transform men, men 
must know them. At the very foundation 
of the religious propaganda, therefore, is 
the Bible, in the language of the people, 
and in the hands of all. As the light shines 
from that shekinah, the darkness lifts. As 
the truth leaps from that living page of 
God, the nations are born again. 

In the second place, if the vitalizing 
power of Christianity is to be realized and 
maintained, there must be contact with the 
source of power. Simply to associate with 
pious furniture will not avail. Merely to 
handle the rites and sacraments of religion 
will not raise the dead. Holy ordinances 
have their uses. Religious forms are not 
only essential to orderly worship, but, man’s 
nature being what it is, are most helpful 
in achieving the moods that mellow the 
soul into the life of God. 

But power is a matter of contact, and in 
human personality, power is the resultant 
of the contact of the finite with the Infinite 
personality. ; 

Therefore, the way to God must be open 
to every man. God and all that He is and 
all that He can and would do for men must 
be within the reach of any life, anywhere. 
It will not do to wait for a church to be 
built before men are allowed to worship. 
The riverside is not less the residence of 
God now than in the days of Lydia. 

It will not do to wait until a priest is 
correctly ordained and properly arrayed be- 
fore the soul is permitted to approach the 
mercy seat. The doctrine Christ preached 
by Jacob’s well, when. He said, “God is a 


t y « > 
ee ee es ae 


ee 


The Supreme Force for the Transformation of Society. 


Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth,” has 
never been repealed. The priesthood, not 
of a holy order, not of a sacred class, but 
the priesthood of believers, is the second 
fundamental condition to Christian dynam- 
ics. Ecclesiastical monopoly must be un- 
handed. Nothing is so democratic as 
Christian worship. The veil was rent once 
for all, and the holy of holies is an open 
shrine for all that reverently seek Him 
Who said, “Whosoever will may come.” 

Again, Christianity possesses vitality and 
conquering power because of the Gospel. 
It is the one religion with a Gospel. There 
are endless religions.. It is not difficult to 
found a new one. Any one may start a 
new religion who propounds a novel creed 
and succeeds in getting himself persecuted 
for his views. There are many religions; 
there is only one Gospel. There are count- 
less religious leaders and teachers; there is 
but one Saviour. 

“Thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he 
shall save his people from their sins.” 
Christianity’s specialty is redemption. It 
makes men over. They are born again. 
They become new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
Christianity is vastly more than a cult. 
Christ is the “power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth.” He is not a 
victim, suffering the fury of a mob because 
He could not help Himself. He is vastly 
more than a pious example, showing men 
how to meet suffering with sublime forti- 
tude and self-forgetfulness. He is the self- 
elected Sufferer, the Lamb of God slain 
from the foundation of the world, the Son 
of God making expiation for human guilt; 
not to reconcile God to man, for God has 
never been alienated, but to reconcile man 
to God; saying to all men, “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father.” 

This is the Gospel. Leave out Calvary 
and Christianity dwindles to a forceless 
cult. Eliminate the Atonement and there 
is nothing left to conquer and cure sin. 

I am not insisting on any particular 
theory of the Atonement. I like to think 
Christ’s Atonement is bigger than any 
theory of it that man has devised or will 
devise. I am not saying that Calvary was 
the only spot and His crucifixion the sole 
experience by which Jesus became the sin- 
ner’s atoning Substitute. I like to think 
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that every act and fact and experience of 
His, not only in time, but through the long 
ages during which He climbed out of the 
far dim counsels of godhood to His Gol- 
gotha, mingles and merges into His expia- 
tory merit. 

But the Virgin Birth is not the Gospel, 
the Beatitudes are not the Gospel, the 
Golden Rule is not the Gospel. The mighty 
truth that God in Christ reconciles the 
world unto Himself, and that because of 
Christ’s merit the sinner is forgiven and 
made a child of God, is the Gospel. 

One day I was asked to call on a Scotch- 
man who had been stranded in the city and 
who was desperately ill. I reached his ad- 
dress in the worst slum in the town, and 
climbed the dirty stairs to a filthy hall bed- 
room, where I found the man lying on a 
cot, in the last stages of consumption. 

He told me his story. Back in Scotland, 
as a boy, he had a Christian home and, de- 
vout parents, but he had run away and 
played the prodigal. He had lived a wild, 
reckless life, and now he had reached the 
last chapter. As he finished his story, he 
turned to me with a great hunger in his 
eyes, and said, “Minister, I want you to 


‘help me get home.” 


Supposing he wanted to return to Scot- 
land, and needed money, I asked him if he 
was a member of the St. Andrew’s Society. 
“Oh,” he said, “you do not understand. It’s 
my lang home I’m meanin’.” And then I 
knew he wanted me to tell him how to get 
saved. What was I to say? Was I to 
preach to him about the merit of an unself- 
ish life, about the beauties of the Beati- 
tudes, about the obligation to live for God’s 
glory? He was dying, and his past life 
was all on the wrong side. I told him the 
old story of One Who died on a Cross that 
sinners might be saved. I tried to take him 
to Calvary, and make him understand how 
Christ died that God might be just and the 
Justifier of the unjust. 

As I quoted the great promises that voice 
the Atonement, he grasped them with the 
eagerness of a soul whose need was des- 
perate. I saw the look of peace come into 
his weary face. I heard him say that he 
was satisfied. And I went down the dirty 
stairs walking on air, for I had seen once 
more the supreme mystery, the greatest of 
all the miracles. I had seen the Atone- 
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ment of Christ save a soul in the great 
straits. 

This is the Gospel. If Christianity is to 
conquer materialism, if it is to overturn 
and banish heathenism and paganism, if it 
is to lift the horizon of the race and vitalize 
society and government, as well as bring 
peace to a troubled, sinsick soul in the far 
country, there must be no makeshift sub- 
stituted for the Gospel. The Cross is the 
sign of victory, and only in that sign will 
we conquer. 

There is another thing we are learning 
in these days that the Church must not 
neglect, if Christianity is to vitalize and 
conquer the world. There can be no doubt 
about the absolute necessity of individual 
regeneration. Society can never rise higher 
than the social units of which it is com- 
posed. We can never have a sanitary world 
so long as the sources of life in the indi- 
vidual heart remain uncleansed and foul. 
Any effort, therefore, to save the world 
that overlooks or neglects the salvation of 
the individual is doomed. 

But individuals are related. “None of 
us liveth to himself.” It is impossible to 
save the individual apart from his relations. 
The salvation which proposes to keep a 
man from being damned in the world to 
come, but which permits him to damn 
others in the world that is now, is a sham 
and a fraud and a blasphemy. Salvation, 
if it is of any value and power, must be all- 
pervasive. It must dominate all relations. 
After all, the Christian conception of reli- 
gion is just that it is the establishment and 
maintenance of all of life’s relationships in 
harmony with the teachings of Christ. It 
insists that if a man’s religion does not 
control the way he trades and votes as well 
as the way he prays, his religion is vain. 

The religion that says: “Lord, Lord!” 
with holy accent, but cares nothing for the 
prisoner in jail, for the child in the factory, 
for the prostitute and the drunkard, for the 
underpaid and the underfed and the under- 
clothed, has long since been branded as a 
base counterfeit. 

The Christian who not only passes human 
need by on the other side, but who fails to 
lend himself to efforts to end conditions 
which issue in such infamies and injustices, 
has not yet begun to follow in the foot- 
steps of Jesus. 
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And so the vitalizing and conquering — 
power of Christianity is to be realized by 
the social mission of the Church,—not by 
the social mission of the Church divorcing 
itself from evangelism and the quest for 
personal conversion, any more than by per- 
sonal conversion housing itself in a hermit’s 
cell or a holy retreat and repudiating its 
obligations to society; but by the social 
mission of the Church operating from per- 
sonal ‘conversion as its impregnable base, 
and moving out to establish here on earth 
and here in time the Kingdom of the Son 
of man. 

For Christ came to found a kingdom,— 
not just to take serene and satisfied souls 
to heaven when their frail tenements of 
clay decease. He came to change society. 
His Gospel was flung out on the world in 
an economic revolution, and while He said 
little about civic rights, because it was a 
day when there were none for the common 
people, he enunciated principles which, as 
they are practised, revolutionize the world. 

The New Jerusalem is not a residential 
center for departed spirits. It is the holy 
city “coming down from God out of 
heaven.” It is a state of society in which 
the common average life is developed along 
the measures of Jesus, and where life is 
related in harmony with His teachings. 

These are the four great lines along 
which Christianity moves to victory,—an 
open Bible in the language of the people; 
an open altar where every man may come 
immediately into God’s presence, and-un- 
ashamed and unhindered boldly make 
known his requests and “find grace to help 
in time of need”; Calvary and the saving 
power of Him Who hung there on the 
Cross and lifted a nail-scarred hand to tear 
away the veil which human fears had woven 
across the face of God; and the kingdom, 
society redeemed, all kinds of  slaveries, 
industrial, political, social and religious, 
ended, and the age of fraternity ushered 
in when “man to man the world o’er shall 
brothers be—.” 

The Bible, the mercy seat, the Cross, and 
human brotherhood,—these are the dynamic 
forces by which Christianity operates in the 
world, and their progress can no more be 
checked than a sunrise; and where they are 
in control, we see the resurrection and the 
life! 


EDITOR’S CORRESPONDENCE. 


Dr. Scott, writing to the editor from 
Tsingtau, China, under date of December 
16, makes an appeal for the prayers of the 
Christian Church, and also presents the 
challenge which China makes for the best 
educators and trained men of America in 
the Christian ministry. 


While on furlough, speaking in a num- 
ber of colleges, I got the impression from 
various students—thoughtful men of good 
parts—though they did not put it in just 
those words, that to dedicate themselves to 
missionary work would be in a measure 
to waste themselves. They expressed an 
earnest desire to have their lives used in 
the largest way, but felt that somehow 
the opportunity in the foreign field was not 
sufficient to pull them to what we mission- 
aries conceive to be the greatest need both 
relative and absolute. 

Since my return I have received letters 
of the same tenor—and other facts have 
come to my attention, which lead me to 
feel that this impression prevails more gen- 
erally in the homeland among students 
than I earlier had supposed. 

I am sure, in the future as in the past, 
that you will improve every opportunity to 
correct these erroneous impressions. We 
out here feel that no man can be too gifted 
for the foreign field. In fact, every natural 
ability and every acquired talent is all too 
insufhcient an equipment to enable a man 
properly to wrestle with the problems daily 
facing one in connection with a native 
church rising out of raw heathenism. 

I have just returned from nearly a 
month’s trip itinerating among my country 
parish; and this trip, like every other, has 
been throbbing with interest and thrilling 
with inspiration for me., I cannot conceive 
how any pastor-hearted man can do other 
than enter into the life of the people to 
whom he goes and in that work be absorbed 
with all the energies with which God has 
endowed him, only to realize poignantly 
that, though his equipment be the very 
finest, it is not sufficient to the greatness 
of the task—that at least we are unprofit- 
able servants. 

I think, too, that considerable emphasis 
should be laid on the intellectual gratifica- 
tion and the substantial physical rewards, 
here and now, that await any young man 
who is willing to throw himself sympatheti- 
cally and lovingly into the life of the people 
with whom he indentifies himself. I am 
already making notes for a series of lec- 
tures on just such a theme—not from the 
home standpoint, of course, but from the 
actual experiences of an itinerating pastor 
in his country parish. 

Take, for instance, China, with its hoary 
history, with its innumerable customs and 


incredible variety of heathen beliefs, and 
its three great religious systems inextrica- 
bly interwoven; also the characteristics, 
mental and physical, of this great people 
the study of which grows more and more 
interesting as one gets inside of them— 
these are enough to tax any man’s brain, 
and give him the equivalent of a Ph. D.’s 
specialized knowledge several times over. 
Then there is the fascinating and intri- 
cate problem of the people making the 
break with all their remote past, as it bears 
on their terrible religious beliefs, full of 
superstition and fears and doubts and dis- 
trust and puerilities and vagaries and ob- 
scenities—a past that hedges them about as 
in a grip of steel. This gives rise to an 
exceedingly interesting series of problems 
that one must study every day. These have 
led me to plan a series of lectures on “Some 
Problems of the Native Church Arising 
Out of Chinese Heathenism.” The increas- 


-ing wonder to me is how men can break 


with heathenism—it is so terrible, so all- 
enveloping, so down-pulling, powerful from 
beneath. And this leads one inevitably to 
realize the presence of, and to lean upon, 
the Holy Spirit; and with that vivid, vital 
realization one gets the key to unlock the 
portals of spiritual comforts and joys such 
as in pastoral work in the homeland I did 
not know. Undoubtedly it was my fault 
that I did not; but here that realization has 
become precious beyond words. Without 
it one is hitting his head against a stone 
wall. 

The fear expressed repeatedly to me by 
young men that their powers would become 
dulled or shrink from lack of opportunity 
in some unknown corner of the heathen 
world would be amusing, were it not so 
pathetic in its ignorance. Every day the 
itinerating brings one up against things, 
mental and spiritual, unknown before—new 
and unexpected church problems of disci- 
pline and interpretation, new avenues of 
exploration beyond belief. Merely to cata- 
logue the things that one runs across day 
after day in tramping from out-station to 
out-station would reveal how baseless for a 
live man of red blood are any fears of 
“drying up.” 

For example, during this trip on one day 
I was in a temple where the coffin-makers 
and the fur-skin sellers were worshiping 
the same deity, Determiner of the winter 
winds. Each class was praying for a dif- 
ferent object: the former, that the winds 
might come from the southeast (which 
would mean unnatural warmth with a con- 
sequent widespread sickness, booming their 
business) ; the latter, that the winds would 
blow steadily from the northwest, “cold 
enough to freeze the hair off a brass mon- 
key.” What a peep into certain phases of 
heathen religion this is! In another temple 
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the priests were directing the manufacture 
of intoxicating wine from sweet potatoes. 
What that suggests can be imagined from 
trying to think what it would be like for 
a Christian minister in America to be di- 
recting the manufacture of intoxicating 
liquor, and that in the auditorium of his 
church building. 

On the same day I faced the problem 
of the leaders of a clan trying to force me 
to admit them to church membership be- 
cause a clan with whom they were fighting 
had en masse joined the Catholics. And in 
another village seven li away (not three 
miles) the men had prepared to the top- 
notch on the catechism; but I began to ask 
them each in detail how he made his living, 
and found out that they were trying to hide 
the fact that their clan made their living 
by the manufacture of idolatrous images 
that are burned in connection with heathen 
burials. They were “stumped” that I should 
ask that sort of question instead of the 
catechism. And the eldest son in the lead- 
ing family got down on his knees and asked 


that I at once save the face of his father: 


and mother and brothers by taking them 
into the church (as he was the principal 
maker of these abominations) and he would 
quit entirely after I took them in. 

Here, in one day, are problems enough, 
with all their implications, to split a man’s 
head, if he should be so unwise as to try 
to solve them in his own strength. 

What we need even much more than 
money, is your prayers that we foreigners 
may be given wisdom in training and re- 
ceiving church members and that the Chi- 
nese may be impelled by right motives in 
joining the church. 

I have had the joy on this trip of having 
the Presbytery decide to organize next 
month, two of my Kai Whang districts into 
regular churches. “Kai Whang” is Chinese 
for “opening the wilderness,” referring to 
the spiritual wilderness of heathenism. The 
Chinese language is full of such realistic 
word-pictures. 


Cordially and gratefully yours, 
CEA Score: 


Luanza Mission, ELIzABETHVILLE, 
Conco BEtcE viA Care Town. 


November 1, 1916. 
Dear Friend: 


As this letter must soon be off on its long 
journey South through the forest you have 
small chance of getting same unless I pro- 
ceed with decision and dispatch. At the 
last moment I failed to cut West and meet 
Mr. Hoste on his return journey and the 
reason was that our great desolating fire 
here in Luanza forced me to remain on and 
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build again the waste places of Judah. 
There was a sob in our soul as we faced 
the financial loss of £200, but the hand of 
God that wounds is the same hand that 
heals, for both the buildings and the blaze 
all belong to Him: the only insurance sys- 
tem we have here is the Divine assurance 
that the building and property that went up 
in smoke (“to feed the stars,” as the natives 
put it) will reappear again to the greater 
glory of God. Many a poor unlikely sort 
of native has rallied to our extremity and 
the surprise was sweet to see the eyes of 
these unknown ones dancing with loyalty 
and gladness. 

After much scratching of an inventive 
head I have certainly produced a new thing 
in church buildings: some of my volunteers 
started in like myself as a smiling mass of 
incompetence, but they are developing into 
first-class creatures who sing as they work. 
Loud and4oyal of heart this singing, but 
very poor: if singing, or, rather, music is 
“the winds caught and tamed,” then we 
have no music here, only plenty of wild 
wind blowing up their throats, but it is 
neither tamed nor tuned! We _ have 
got hold of a wheezy old Gramophone 
suffering from bronchial trouble but the 
Sankey records seem as the celestial choir 
to them. “And, O God,” said one of them 
in prayer, “just fancy a mere bit of wood 
praising Thee better than we can do.” 

Some went off to the plains as the official 
hunters of our squad and kept sending in 
a steady supply of fresh meat from the 
larder of the Lord, but it is a hard business 
to stalk animals that have been scared by 
the endless sniping of the natives who 
can crawl for hours on their faces. With re- 
freshing absence of apology these breezy 
strangers turn up at all hours for surgical 
treatment from my wife, and it will take 
a long time before they will faintly under- 
stand what we mean by fixed hours at the 
surgery for all sorts of sick ones. The 
lions are now on the warpath and one bold 
fellow has run up a total of thirty victims 
with the end not nearly in sight: the other 
champion lion got sixty-seven in all, men, 
women and tender children. God keep us 
all and may we shoot straight for His 
glory! 

With the advance of far-away civiliza- 
tion from the South one is rather dejected 
sometimes to hear of repeated suicides; 
lonely men, most of them, who are prowling 
prospectors or the like. When a forlorn 
man has all his time to himself, the time 
in its tedium becomes a sort of eternity in 
its endlessness. Hence his ending what 
would not quickly enough end itself, so he 
commits suicide, “leaving life by the back 
door,” as the African puts it. It is a poor 
beetle-headed expedient, for in trying to 
escape the “eternity” of time hanging heavy 
on his hands he plunges into the real eter- 
nity that never once ticked a tick of time. 
All the home these fellows have is a mud 
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cabin in the far forest, a one-room shanty 
with no chimney, for would not the grass 
roof have revenge? Like a head without 
eyes in it, like a face without a smile, such 
is this room without a fireplace. The only 
window in the place is a hole, here and 
there, left unplastered in the walls. Such 
a house has plenty of air but no atmos- 
phere! Here and there bits of the mud 
wall are hidden behind photos impaled on 
pins like entomological specimens: some 
of his old pals; some of his old girls; some 
of the old boy himself all jagged to the wall 
like dead beetles or butterflies and—and 
there he himself lies with a bullet in the 
brain. 

When the chains of sin are struck off 
these days the first blow of the hammer 
goes for their chain of gambling. The 
natives are all dice devotees and were ac- 
customed to spend hours of time, and their 
little world of wealth, on the throw of the 
dice. Now with no pious prompting from 
us, they learn that the best throw of the 
dice is to throw them away. It is that 
“Calvary verse” does it all, I mean where 
Christ’s murderers gambled for His gar- 
ment; that is enough for the simple clear- 
eyed soul who is out for the real thing. 
He is done with juggling of any sort, word 
juggling or dice, and Christ’s murderers 
are going to be no guide for him! But 
mark you, an anti-gambling crusade could 
not have produced these results, not a bit 
of it. Make it an anti-sin crusade and you 
have the lesser contained in the greater: 
tackle the root and the fruits are finished. 
Then it is the man gets such a surprise that 
he turns the laugh against himself, saying 
the solemn old saw, “Ducks lay eggs but 
geese lay wagers.’ A man can stop gam- 
bling and, for all that, be as bad a customer 
as ever. In other words, he who bets is a 
better and he who does not bet is—well, 
no better if he is still in his sins! 

Am glad to say that since my return to 
Luanza I have had no relapse and that, 
no doubt, because of the pure mountain 
water I am drinking daily. On the road 
you are forced to take potluck with nature 
and drink all manner of putrid stuff, green 
water, yellow water and all the colors of 
the spectrum. Our old friend, Mr. Shake- 
speare, spoke sensibly of “honest water 
which ne’er left man in the mire.” But that 
is only an honest remark when applied to 
honest water, for if good water never 
leaves man in the mire then this dirty, dis- 
honest stuff leaves a lot of mire in the man. 

It is very hot these days between the 
rains and one’s brain box does not have 
much spring in it. Precisely as at home 
one’s stock of ideas gets used up like the 
air in a huge, hot meeting; so in Africa, 
only much more so, the oxygen is quite 
inadequate to consume the carbon and the 
latter lords it in your life. 

This letter may never reach you at all, 
but if the good God grants it a safe 
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ee then receive, herewith, a signal 
rom the Front, a signal from those who 
claim your help in the. name of the thou- 
sands who are hammering at our doors 
with their apostolic appeal to pass on 
Heaven’s best for Earth’s worst! 


Loyally ever, 


Dan CRAWFORD. 


Personalia. 


Below are given the recent and prospective en- 
gagements of some workers in the evangelistic 


field: 


Hay Bell and Party.—Mar., Osceola, Ia.; Apr., 


Plainview, Ill. 


W. E. Biederwolf and Party.—Until Apr. 8 


Lawrence, Mass. 


Chester Birch.—Until Mar. 11, Ogden, N. Y.; 


Mar. 13, Sweden, N. Y. 
H. W. Bromley and Party.—Mar., 


Ohio. 


Dayton, 


John W. Erskine and Party.—Mar. 3-26, Kings- 
ton, Mich.; Mar. 31-Apr. 23, Central Lake, Mich. 


John W. Ham.—Mar., 


Dyersburg, Tenn. 


Chicago, Ill.; Apr., 


John S. Hamilton Party.—Mar., Lima, Ohio; 


Apr., Winchester, Ind. 
Haudenschield 
Grundy Center, Ia. 
Robert Jones 


and Party.—Until 


and Party.—Mar., 


Mar. 26, 


Zanesville, 


Ohio; Apr. 8, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Oscar 


Lowry and Party.—Feb. 


25-Apr. 1, 


Sterling, Ill.; Apr. 15-May 20, Sapulpa, Okla. 
Joseph C. Ludgate.—Mar., Bluffton, Ohio. 
Milford H. Lyon and Party.—Until Apr. 8, 


East Orange, N. J. 


J. W. Mahood and Party.—Mar. 20, Minne- 
apolis, Minn.; Apr. 4, Lowell, Mich. 
Nicholson-Hemminger Party.—Mar. 4-Apr. 11, 


Cedar Rapids, Ia. 


Milton S. Rees.—Mar., Bridgeport, Conn.; Apr., 


Westerly, R. I. 


Charles. C. Smith and Party.—Apr., Bemidji, 
Minn.; May-July, Minnesota. 


Lewis E. 


Smith.—Feb. 


28-Mar. 18, Lynn, 


Mass.; Mar. 21-Apr. 8, Woodsville, N. H. 
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All About the Junior. 
Sudlow. 
143 pages. 


By Elizabeth Williams 
Union Press, Philadelphia. Cloth. 
50 cents net. 


A miscellaneous collection of helps for junior 
work is sure to have some suggestive material 
for all superintendents of the junior department. 
This book is no exception. The exercises, plans, 
and Biblical verses for special times are useful, 
and emphasis is placed upon proper points 
throughout the different chapters. 

To more experienced junior leaders, this manual 
may seem simple, but for the majority of teachers 
it will be valuable and add to ideas already in 
mind in instructing and interesting children of 
the junior age. While applicable to junior work 
in the Sunday school, those working with juniors 
in other departments of the Church will also 
appreciate much of the material given here. This 
is especially true for superintendents of Junior 
Christian Endeavor societies. 

The following subjects are discussed and illus- 
trated by examples in some of the chapters of this 
manual: Class programmes, responsive readings 
for opening and closing services, offering services, 
birthdays, missions and exercises: for varying mis- 
sionary programmes, temperance, Bible geography, 
handwork, drills and concert exercises, songs, 
hymns and Bible verses for special times.—D. 
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By William DeWitt Hyde. 
Cloth. 65 pages. 


Are You Human? 
Macmillan Co., New York. 
50 cents. 

Kant defines education, as “the process by which 

man becomes man.” The attainment of twenty- 

one years does not mean that a boy has become 

a man. Manhood—or becoming human—requires 

that we take up and fulfill our human relation- 

ships. } 

Doctor Hyde selects a dozen of these relation- 
ships, such as Athletics, Society, Business, Wealth, 
Love, Morals, Religion, etc., and in reference to 
each in turn asks three questions: “Are you hu- 
man? or unhuman? or inhuman?” The answer 
will show, if an honest one, how big or how small 
a man you are, and how much you still have to 
attain. ; 

Written, in the first place, for Yale Freshmen, 
these direct questions may humble us but will not 
hurt us, but rather help bring to mind what 
boys we still are and what men we may become.— 
Ta Ge 


Bible Reading and Religious Training in the 
Home. Prepared by Robert Wells Veach, D. D. 
Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath 
School Work, Philadelphia. Paper. 47 pages. 
15 cents. 

This is a little manual full of splendid sugges- 

tions for a Christian home. It is a plea for the 

family altar, religious training and Bible memory 
work. Scriptural passages are arranged for daily 
reading and passages noted for special occasions 

as they are liable to occur in the family life. A 

valuable list of books with prices and Bible games 

for children and adults appears at the close of the 


manual, The whole work is so compact and sug- 
gestive that it is highly to be commended.— 
Vimit Ges . 


Black Sheep: Adventures in West Africa. By 
Jean Kenyon Mackenzie. Houghton Mifflin Co., 
Boston. Illustrated. Cloth. 314 pages. $1.50 
Het. , 

Letter writing is indeed an art, and, it is to be re- 

gretted, almost a lost art. Its revival would 

come about rapidly, however, if more such vol- 
umes as “Black Sheep” should soon appear. 

Miss Mackenzie, for several years a missionary 
in the West African Mission under the Presby- 
terian Board, has given delightful word pictures 
of life as she has experienced it among her 
“black sheep” in Africa. Her aim is not histor- 
ical or religious, for she did not think of pub- 
lishing a book when she wrote these personal 
letters to the home friends—mainly to-her father 
—who were familiar with the peoples, environ- 
ment and work which filled her everyday life; yet 
her descriptions, expressive phrases, lights and 
shadows, and spirit throughout are all these, 
and more. The style and diction place this col- 
lection in the first rank of good literature, even 
without further merit. One cannot fail to catch 
the effect of the missionaries’ work upon the 
lives of the Africans, moreover, and the develop- 
ment of these people from savages to real “black 
sheep” of the Father’s fold is intensely interest- 
ing and compelling, as Miss Mackenzie intro- 
duces these, her friends, to us who, perhaps, have 
thought little of them béfore. 

Some of these letters have appeared previously 
in Woman's Work, the organ of women’s mission- 
ary societies of the Presbyterian Church, and 
others in the Atlantic Monthly. They are of four 
classes: “The Mail from the Bush,” “The Mail 
from the New Clearing,’? “The Mail from the 
Beach,” “The Harvest Mail.” The book is highly 
recommended, and causes many readers to antici 
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pate Miss Mackenzie’s latest serial, “The Black 
Commandments,” now appearing in the Atlantic 
Monthly.—D. 


Christ and the Young People. By Rev. Francis 
EeClarice Dra Sh. DaseE eT Revell Co. 
New York. Cloth. 91 pages. 50 cents net. 


These brief chapters claim novelty in their effort 
to look at Jesus “from the standpoint of young 
people and at the same time at young people 
from the Gospel narrative of Jesus.’”? The process 
of facing both ways is not very successful, re- 
sulting sometimes in facing in neither. The 
author’s discovery that Jesus’ life and teachings 
exemplify the ideals of youth is an interesting 
one, and would have been more stimulating had 
he written the text with a definite group of 
readers in mind and had he not used the time- 
worn method of presenting Christ’s ideal char- 
acter by an analysis of His separate virtues. 
The resulting ‘“‘mosaic”’ of Christ—though ideal, to 
be sure—is consequently very hard to vitalize. The 
clues to character are dominant purposes and not 
stock virtues.—E. M. N. 


Christian Faith under Modern Searchlights (The). 
By William Hallock Johnson, Ph, D., D. D. 
F. H. Revell Co., New York. Cloth. 252 
pages. $1.25 net. 


This is one of the best statements of the real 
identity of the Christian Faith with the pro- 
foundest insights and certainties of our own 
times, which has come to the reviewer’s table for 
a long while. The chapters are really a series 
of lectures given in the Miller Chapel of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary. The lectures con- 
sider the nature of Christian faith with relation 
to modern science, psychology, and recent phi- 
losophy, to other religions, and to Biblical 
Criticism. 

Professor Johnson speaks out of a wide acquaint- 
ance with modern science and philosophy, and 
also out of a rare insight into their deeper mean- 
ings. He possesses in an unusual way the gift of 
simplification. The reviewer has seen nowhere, 
for example, any better statement of the distinct 
features of Bergson’s philosophy than the half 
dozen or so paragraphs in which his creative 
evolution is summarized. 

The book is a distinct contribution to the new 
apologetic, which is bringing to the service of 
religion forces and .influences which we once 
thought were hostile to faith, but which we now 
see to be the friends and defenders of faith.— 
G. G. A. 


Epochs in the Life of Christ. By William Evans, 
Ph. D., D. D. F. H. Revell Co., New York. 
Cloth. 185 pages. $1 net. y 


Addressed originally to large audiences, couched 
in popular language but with a background of 
thoughtful scholarship, these chapters furnish a 
strong exposition and defense of the fundamental 
facts of Christianity. The special topics are 
the Virgin Birth, the Baptism, the Temptation, 
the Transfiguration, the Cross and the Resurrec- 
tion of Christ. To Doctor Evans, Christianity is 
by no means a comparative religion. It is super- 
lative, and it differs from all others in affirming 
the resurrection of its Founder. The Resurrec- 
tion is no mere telling climax or decorative ele- 
ment in a beautiful story. It is vital to the 
Christian faith, and with it is bound up our belief 
in the sinless perfection of Jesus. If Christ be 
not risen, Christianity is a sham and the message 
of the preacher is an empty phantom and a worth- 
less fiction. In fact, the author believes, “the 
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whole Bible rises or falls with the proof of the 
Resurrection of Christ,’ and the Resurrection is 
“the very crux, the very heart of Christianity.”— 
[is tele Ih 


Full Gospel Quarterly (The): International Sun- 


day School Course. Christian Alliance Pub- 
lishing Co., New York. Paper. 

Senior Quarterly. 48 pages. 6 cents. 

Junior Quarterly. 32 pages. 5 cents. 


This publication is, as its name indicates, a help 
for the International Sunday School Lessons 
such as each denomination issues for its own 
schools. It is evidently issued with the feeling 
that there is something lacking in many lesson 
helps now appearing. “We would not make com- 
parisons or cast reflections, but would freely ex- 
press our conviction that many-of the Sunday 
school periodicals of the day fail to give God’s 
Gospel message. If they are not substituting 
‘another Gospel’ they are at least so diluting the 
‘sincere milk of the word’ that it has lost its 
power to ‘nourish the saints.’’? Thus we read in 
an opening editorial. The make-up of the quar- 
terly is much like that of others. There is both 
a junior quarterly and one other evidently in- 
tended for both intermediate and senior grades. 
The editorial work is very well done and is very 
explicit and clear in its presentation and defense 
of the particular doctrines that it feels need 
defending.—J. M. S. ; 


Gospel of Good Will (The). By William DeWitt 
Hyde. Macmillan Co., New ‘York. Cloth. 
245 pages. $1.50. 


The sub-title reminds us that the Gospel of Good 
Will is revealed in contemporary scriptures. 
These scriptures are ‘‘The Passing of the Third 
Floor Back’? and John Masefield’s “The Widow 
in the Bye Street’? and Thomas Mott Osborne’s 
“Within Prison Walls,” and as many more as 
there are chapters in the book. These references 
to current literature are all most interesting, in 
fact, they are so interesting that the first pages 
of some chapters are apt to hold us more firmly 
than the last. President Hyde is apt to begin 
with a bang and end with a squib. That is the 
fault of the method rather than of the author, 
for he deals in a clear and convincing way with 
the great themes of sin and repentance and ser- 
vice and sacrifice. These chapters are really 
lectures on the themes indicated, being the Lyman 
Beecher Lectures of 1916. It must have been 
good to hear them. It certainly is good to read 
them.—H. P. 


If I Had Not Come: Things Taught by Christ 
Metho- 


Alone. By Eugene Russell Hendrix. 
dist Book Concern, New York. Cloth. 209 
pages. $1 net. 


In this volume will be found a helpful treatment 
of the problem of the Realism of Good, the Par- 
doning Prerogative of Christ, the Human Body 
in the Light of Christianity, the Ethics of Chris- 
tian Conversation, and the theme of the Perfecti- 
bility of Man as taught by Jesus Christ. The 
fact that this is the second edition of the volume 
attests its appreciation by a wide circle of readers. 
—F, L. D. 


Inner Life (The). By Rufus M. Jones. Mac- 
millan Co., New York. Cloth. 194 pages. $1. 


When a professor of philosophy begins to talk on 
religious mysticism the reader is sometimes tempted 
almost to believe that there is a philosophy of 
life which holds that to go forward is to go back- 
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ward, to go downward is to go upward, and then 
to go at all in any direction is, to stand still, 
so metaphysical may become his introspective an- 
alysis. But only once or twice does the author 
go beyond the average reader’s depth in his phil- 
osophical peregrinations. On the other hand he 
keeps well within the range of the real in life. 
He is continually dealing with the most illusive 
facts of life, the spiritual experiences. And he 
characterizes the spiritual life most happily and 
truly, e.g., pointing out that the blessedness of 
the beatific life—the life lived after the order 
of the Beatitudes—consists inherently in its own 
nature, as light is inherent in a luminous body and 
motion in a spinning top. Such’ is happiness to 
the Christian. Life is a growing, increasing thing 
within us. 

He gives convincing reasons for believing that 
fundamentally the universe is of a spiritual nature 
and at the heart of it there “is a Father God 
Who is Love and Life and Light and Spirit and 
Who is as open of access to us as the lungs to the 
air.” This life in the believer is founded on the 
inward realization of the truth that Christ taught. 
We come to see the invisible as visible and the 
authority for our religion is not found in the 
statement of any priest, but in our experience. 
But if this experience would be kept real it will 
be best kept through service to others. The book 
points the way to the real Christian life.— 
INC. a 


It’s All in the Day’s Work. [ 
King. Macmillan Co., New York. 
pages. 50 cents. 


This phrase, often used by the modest man who 
deprecates anyone making too much of the diffi- 
culties or suffering he has to face in the course 
of his daily round of duty, or of heroism, such 
as is often recorded in the daily press, of police- 
man, fireman, engineer, surgeon, man of science, 
or others; a phrase on the lips, too, of him who 
aims not to make too much of any single inci- 
dent in the day’s work, but takes what comes, 
faces it, thoughtfully and energetically, and turns 
with undiminished energy to the uext thing, this 
sentiment gives Doctor King a theme for a most 
trenchant and timely brochure. 

From the point of view suggested by this phrase 
he brings out five suggestions which he develops 
in five brief chapters, closing with that touching 
incident told by the late iamented Norman Dun- 
can, of one of his chardcters who ends a memory 
of his childhood in the words which are in a 
sense an epitome of Doctor King’s theme: “But 
I have not forgotten—I have not forgotten—I 
have never forgotten—that, when I was a child, my 
mother looked upon my heart and found it brave 
and sweet, willing for the day’s work and harboring 
no shameful hope.”—T. C. 


By Henry Churchill 
Cloth. 67 


Juniors (The): How to Teach and Train Them. 
By Maud Junkin Baldwin. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. Illustrated. Board. 45 cents. 


This is a splendid handbook for superintendents 
and teachers of the junior grade in the Sunday 
school. The technique of the conduct of this 
department is carefully elaborated, the sugges- 
tions covering every phase of the work. Special 
mention should be made of the excellent  bibli- 
ography covering the needs of the teacher and 
pupil. Another feature is the careful development 
of an organized plan for bringing the parents in 
vital touch with the school. This is worked out 
to the details. 

This book will prove to be a valuable help to all 
Sunday school workers.—S. C._H. 
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Light of Truth as Revealed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures (The). By Levi Rightmyer. Sherman, 
French & Co., Boston. Cloth. 967 pages. 
$2275) net: 


This book is a strange compound of independence, 
traditionalism, penetration and mediocrity. It is 
saturated with quotations from the Scriptures 
adduced with no evidence of scholarly discrimi- 
nation. The author’s references are with a mani- 
fest and sincere purpose of making out a case; 
and for the sake of supporting his presupposi- 
tions, one part of the Bible is as good to him as 
another, and the citations are so introduced as to 
indicate an utter lack of historical sense. The 
principal contention is that “the great and impor- 
tant doctrine of the immortality of souls is after 
all but a myth and a fable,” and that “those who 
look at things of a Scriptural character through 
immortal soul spectacles see a spurious God, a 
spurious Christ, a spurious man and a spurious 
Devil.” Over against this is set the doctrine of 
the “immortality of body, manifested by resur- 
rection or translation at the last day.” The 
author believes, and confidently asserts, that 
Christ will come with all His saints in tangible 
and material body of flesh and bones, and that 
He will ‘“‘rule the world in righteousness for a 
thousand years.’”’ The book is written in a con- 
troversial and dogmatic spirit, and whatever pur- 
pose it may serve will scarcely bring many, if 
any, over to the author’s way of thinking.— 
Te, Ae Mi 


Man of Power (The). By Lynn Harold Hough. 
Abingdon Press, New York. Cloth. 140 pages. 
75 cents net. 


A Christian, above all men, should be efficient. 
This is the keynote of this small volume of essays 
on efficiency in Christian graces and practical 
virtues. There is here much keen observation 
on training of the will, conscience, emotions, etc. 
—F. L. D. 


Michele Nardi, the Italian Evangelist: His Life 
and Work. Compiled by Rev. A. B. Simpson. 
Mrs. Blanche P. Nardi, New York. Illustrated. 
Cloth. 143 pages. 75 cents. 


This man was often spoken of as ‘‘the Moody of 
Italy” and was a man of thorough consecration, 
burning zeal, stirring eloquence and _ spiritual 
power. Born in 1859, where Czsar crossed the 
Rubicon, he joined the army. of Garibaldi at 
seventeen, and was awarded two medals for dis- 
tinguished service. He studied antiquary in Flor- 
ence at nineteen, and while there was persuaded 
to come to America, where he hoped to win great 
wealth. As he was well educated, of fine family, 
stately demeanor, and very gentle in manner, he 
won the confidence of all who knew him, 

In America he found little income in his pro- 
fession as antiquary, and successfully took up con- 
tracting to build railroads with the help of Italian 
laborers, being the first to use Italians to dis- 
place the Irish. Later he contracted in coal 
mining, and charcoal burning. 

On one of his trips to Italy he met an Ameri- 
can business man, who after he himself was con- 
verted gave Mr. Nardi a Bible and asked him to 
read it; and John i. 12, marked and read, led ‘to 
his conversion. At once Mr. Nardi resigned from 
the stock exchange, at great pecuniary loss, and 
after a time of private study of the English Bible 
-and a period at the Bible Training School he 
entered upon a mission of absorbing interest among 
his Italian brethren in all parts of the United 
~ States and in Italy. As evangelist and as pastor 
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he left lasting memorials of spirit-filled, untiring 
work, all done in a spirit of love.—T. C. 


Portraiture of Jesus in the Gospels (The). By 
Albert L. Vail. F. H. Revell Co., New York. 
Cloth. 157 pages. 75 cents net. 


A new attempt by a careful Bible student to 
individualize the portrait of Jesus given us by 
each one of the four Evangelists. The handling of 
the subject is bold but reverent; the method is 
original and the style is most attractive.— 
[asa er 


Resurrection (The). . By William Edward Bieder- 
wolf. Glad Tidings Publishing Co., Chicago. 
Paper. 22 pages. 10 cents. 


-A vigorous and well-sustained argument for the 
Resurrection in popular language by the well- 
known scholar-evangelist—_W. H. J. 


Slavery of Prostitution (The): A Plea for Eman- 
cipation. By Maude E. Miner. Macmillan Co., 
New York. Cloth. 300 pages. $1.50. 


That this ancient evil is not necessary is the 
challenge in this excellent consideration of a 
very live subject. Profit reaped by those who 
cater to men’s brutal selfishness is the foundation 
of commercialized vice. Long terms in prison 
and large fines imposed on keepers of resorts and 
procurers have taken the place of toleration of 
resorts and light fines on woman offenders. The 
next step should be the punishment by exposure 
or imprisonment of the-men who frequent these 
resorts in quest of a gratification of lust. 

Miss Miner gives many of her experiences in 
the Night Court of New York City, and the testi- 
mony of many of the three thousand girls she has 
come to know, as secretary of the New York 
Probation amd Protective Association. 

She shows that many girls through judicious 
treatment have been and are now being rescued 
and restored to normal life. She discusses social 
factors which lead to prostitution, the white slave 
traffic, the recent legislation and law enforce- 
ment. 

The whole question of Homes and Reforma- 
tories, both as to their defects and advantages, is 
gone into thoroughly, and the last three chapters 
are devoted to a study of prevention, protection 
and emancipation. The devious ways of deviltry 
and the double lives lived by the thousands of ap- 
parently respectable men who support this vicious 
traffic in human beings are forcefully brought home 
to anyone who reads this book.—T. C. 


By Carrie B. Adams and 
Lillie A. Faris. Standard Publishing Co., 
Cincinnati. Cloth. 197 pages. 45 cents. 


Quite a new departure in children’s song books 
is evidenced in this volume of 197 pages. As 
the publishers affirm in the introduction, ‘The 
best is none too good for children.” They -have 
therefore made an effort to put before the child 
in attractive form a selection that includes a good 
proporjtion from the true classics. A number of 
the fine old hymns of the Church are used, with 
a sprinkling of “‘sentences’” from the best-known 
oratorios. 

Besides these there are songs suitable for many 
occasions such as Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving 
and birthdays. There are patriotic songs and mis- 
sionary songs, Mothers’ Day, prayer and tem- 
perance songs—an unusually wide selection. 

At the conclusion is given a set of programmes 
for various occasions in connection with work 
among children. These are very attractive and 
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will’ be found useful to many who are looking for « 


something practical and workable.—B. S. 
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Stars Not Inhabited (The). By Prof. L. T. 
Townsend, D. D., S. T. D. Eaton & Mains, 
New York. Illustrated. Cloth. 254 pages. 
$1 net. 


From remote antiquity the starry heavens have 
proved a great attraction to mankind. These 
brilliant orbs that light up the dark sky have 
been the theme of the poet’s song and the phi- 
losopher’s dream. In the book before us Professor 
Townsend discusses a question over which phi- 
losophers, theologians and scientists have specu- 
lated for ages. Here he repeats and brings up 
to date views expressed by him in his book, “The~ 
Arena and the Throne,’ published over forty 
years ago. 

Beginning with M. Fontenelle, who in 1686 pub- 
lished his treatise on ‘The Plurality of Worlds,” 
our author passes in review the men who have 
maintained that the stars were inhabited. Among 
these we find Sir William and Sir John Herschel, 
Laplace, Doctor Chalmers, Sir David Brewster, 
Camille Flammarion, Sir Oliver Lodge, and in 
our own country Professors Proctor, Newcomb, 
Todd, and Professor Lowell, who died recently. 
All of these, impressed with the immensity and 
grandeur of the starry universe, have contended 
that the Creator must have peopled these 
heavenly worlds with intelligent beings. Pro- 
fessor Lowell gave especial study to the so- 
called canals on Mars and sought to prove that 
they were canals, and that they were artificially 
constructed by the inhabitants of that planet. 

Professor Townsend considers the heavenly 
bodies in detail and shows that the physical 
conditions on each are such that no creature 
could live there. Taking up the views of Bible 
writers, he shows that none of them shared the 
belief of surrounding heathen nations that the 
heavenly bodies were inhabited. The purpose of 
his investigation is to show that man is the 
crown of creation, and whatever the ultimate 
end of the creation of the heavenly bodies, they 
serve a useful purpose in relation to man. The 
reader will find here much valuable information 
regarding the heavens, and may be led like the 
Psalmist to say, “The heavens declare the glory 
of God, and the firmament sheweth his handi- 
work.”—R. R. Z 


Story of the New Testament (The). By Edgar 
Johnson Goodspeed. University of Chicago 
Press, Chicago. Cloth. 150 pages. $1 net. 


This little book is what the title suggests, a story 
of how the New Testament came to be written. 
A chapter is devoted to each book and the books 
are arranged in chronological order. It may be 
used as a text-book with the suggestions for study 
at the close of each chapter. The chapters on 
the Pauline letters are helpful and illuminating. 
The chapters on the Gospels are to be received 
with reservations. The authorship of the Fourth 
Gospel is ascribed to an Elder of Ephesus, as are 
the Letters of John and Revelation. He states 
that an appendix to the Gospel of John was 
afterwards written and thus ignores or explains 
away the statement of John xxi, 24 that the Be- 
loved Disciple wrote the words of the book. It 
is hardly a book to be put in the hands of un- 
trained Christians.—J. H. C. 


Wisdom of God’s Fools (The). By Rev. Edgar 
DeWitt Jones. F. H. Revell Co., New York. 
Cloth. 224 pages. $1 net. 

These sermons read well and are well worth read- 

ing. They are crisp in style, practical in aim and 

yet stimulating to thought, and abound in appropri- 

ate illustrations and quotations.—W. H. J. 
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THOUGHTS FOR THE QUIET HOUR. 


APRIL, 1917. 


Sunday, rst. Come, Lord Jesus. 
LLM. 20. ; 

To-day the want of this dying world 
is Christ. The one gift that includes all 
spiritual gifts, the blessing that enwraps all 
blessings for us, is Jesus. A personal 
Jesus accepted is salvation; a personal 
Jesus obeyed is sanctification; a personal 
Jesus trusted is perpetual joy; a personal 
Jesus possessed is our only power. With- 
out Him all preaching is empty clamor; 
without Him all church machineries but 
idle clatter. If we covet a genuine revival 
of spiritual life and power, let us all open 


Rev. 


our lips, our purses, our hands and our 
hearts to this deepest, grandest, most 
heaven-born of petitions, “Come, Lord 
Jesus.” —Theodore L. Cuyler. 


Monday, 2nd. Look therefore carefully 
how ye walk, not as unwise, but as wise; 
buying up the opportunity. Eph. v. 15, 
16 (R. V. margin). 

Each day’s waking to new opportunities, 
each day’s girding at the call of duty, each 
day’s renewal of affections, temptations and 


‘labors is God’s summons to our souls. 


. Thus our work is a part of God’s 
work . . . . and our codperation with Him 
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is necessary to the completeness of the uni- 
verse.—Selected. 


Tuesday, 3rd. I the Lorp have called 
thee. . to open the blind eyes, to 
bring out the prisoners from the prison, 
and them that sit iw darkness out of the 
prison house. Isa, xlit. 6, 7. 

peSaSm. . went about doing good.” 
Sometimes it was opening blind eyes; some- 
times it was unstopping deaf ears; some- 
times it was unloosing dumb tongues; 
sometimes it was dead souls, that He in- 
spired; sometimes it was mourning hearts, 
that He cheered; sometimes it was guilt- 
stricken lives, that He blessed with the 
boon of pardon. All the way through, it 
seemed that Jesus was helping people. And 
if that is what He did, that is what the 
corporation of Jesus must do. It is the 
business of the Church to help people.— 
Rockwell H. Potter. 


Wednesday, 4th. Satan entered into him. 
John xii. 27. 

How did Satan get in? There is only 
one way for either God or Satan ever to 
get into anybody, and that is by having 
the door opened on the inside. There is 
no ‘way of getting into the human will ex- 
cept through the inside. And so Satan’s 
entering in is this, that as Judas received 
the sop he said to himself, “Now He is 
trying to woo and win me, and I will not 
be won.” A man’s choice decides every- 
thing. Through the open door of his will 
Satan gets in, if he does, and only so; 
and through the open door of his will our 
Lord Jesus Christ comes in, if He does. 
The only thing we can do is this, it is the 
great thing, it is the one thing, daily to say, 
“Lord Jesus, by Thy grace, I choose to let 
Thee be dominant in my life.” We stand 
a single hour only by His grace, only by 
our actively choosing His way.—S. D. 
Gordon. 


Thursday, 5th. The Lord turned, and 
looked upon Peter. . . . . And Peter 
went out, and wept bitterly. Luke xxi. 61, 
62. 

The silent look of wounded love is the 
greatest power on earth or in heaven; it 
is the very power of the Cross. When I 
gaze at that face as the Master looks upon 
Peter, I see the-very heart of God. If we 
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have betrayed and denied Him, and’ we 
would like to know what the Lord still feels 
and thinks about it, then let us gaze upon 
that face of Jesus when He looks upon 
Simon Peter. If we could see our Father’s 
face to-day I think it would break the 
hardest heart—J. H. Jowett. 


Friday, 6th. That I may know him, and 
the power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being made 
conformable unto his death. Phil. i. 10. 

Christ died for us. He gave Himself 
for us. He took our place. He “bare our 
sins in his own body on the tree.” And 
after we have accepted Christ as our Sub- 
stitute, then there comes in our experience 
an identification with Him in His suffer- 
ings and in His joy. . . Christ makes 
Himself one with us. Truly human, truly 
Divine. Very man, very God. And now 
He would have us make ourselves one with 
Him, and especially one with Him on the 
Cross, and all that that means. He is one 
with us in everything except sin. And to 
know “the fellowship of his sufferings” is 
our great privilege.—A. C. Dixon. 


Saturday, 7th. I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven: if any man 
eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: 
and the bread that I wall give is my flesh, 
which I will give for the life of the world. 
John v1. S51. 


Only when man stands by the Cross and 
beholds the love in the agony is his hungry 
nature able to take the food it needs, that 
is so freely offered. The flesh must be 
broken before we can take it—Phillips 
Brooks. 


Sunday, 8th. Now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the firstfruits of 
them that slept. 1 Cor. xv. 20. 


In vain with stone the cave they barred; 
In vain the watch kept ward and guard; 
Majestic from the spoiléd tomb, 

In pomp of triumph Christ is come. 


And all He did, and all He bare, 

He gives us as our own to share; 

And hope and joy and peace begin, | 
For Christ has won, and man shall win. 


O Victor, aid us in the fight, : 
And lead through death to realms of light: 
We safely pass where Thou hast trod; 
In Thee we die to rise to God. 


—John M. Neale. 
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Monday, oth. Pray. . The effec- 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much, Jas. v. 16. 

The man who prays is putting something 
into the hands of God that was not there 
before, and God can do for that man some- 
thing when he prays that He cannot do un- 
less he prays—William Douglas Macken- 
zie. 


Tuesday, roth. Heal the sick, cleanse 
the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: 
freely ye have received, freely give. Matt. 
aeons 


You and I will never be quite so near 
to Christ, we will never be quite so much 
at peace, as when we are giving to those 
who need us most the things that Jesus 
Christ has given to us, and through our 
lives His tender love and grace are passed 
on to those whose lives are impoverished 
and in darkness.—James A. Brooks. 


Wednesday, 11th. Likewise reckon ye 
also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. . . Sin shall not have do- 
minion over you: for ye are not under the 
law, but under grace. Rom. v1. II, 14. 

We do not see whence sin comes or 
altogether why, but we do know the power 
which saves us from sin. For Christ over- 
came and overcomes it, and we through 
Christ can overcome it, too. As we listen 
to the voice of Christ we are lifted out of 
ourselves. The paralyzing curse of guilt 
loses its hold over us. The whole moral 
forces of our nature spring forth into new 
vitality at the touch of the Lord of life 
and love. All the miserable past, with its 
record of failure and disaster, passes away 
like a hideous dream. We cease to doubt 
all the possibilities of our nature, which 
He, the all-pure, the all-holy One, has never 
ceased to love.—G. K. A. Bell. 


Thursday, 12th. Jf ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them. John xiii. 17. 

No one who has once understood what 
the Christian life means can ever be the 
same again. Either he will be the better 
for his knowledge, or else he will be worse. 
His life cannot possibly be lived on the 
same original plane of spiritual experience. 
If, by means of this knowledge, he obtains 
ideals, and does not at once set to work to 
realize them, both the ideal and the real 
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will be lowered from this time forward.— 
W. H. Griffith Thomas. 


Friday, 13th. And this is life eternal, 
that they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent. John xvii. 3. 

Whether we know it or not, just so far 
as we live the life which we recognize as 
the good life, we are living in God. This 
is the life which Jesus Christ alone has 
adequately revealed and incarnated. Jesus 
Himself calls it the eternal life; He says 
that those who are one with Him are liv- 
ing the eternal life; and it ought not to be 
incredible that the sources of this life are 
unfailing—Washington Gladden. 


Saturday, 14th. Not that I have al- 
ready obtained, or am already made per- 
fects... . But ione thing ledo, eee 
I press on toward the goal unto the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
Phil. wi. t2-14 (R. V.). 

No man can ever have got the vision of 
final perfect character and then be happy 
anywhere short of its attainment. The 
penalty of the coming of Jesus Christ into 


this world is that we sometime have got. 


to be like Him or else be eternally miser- 
able-—John, Henry Strong. 


Sunday, 15th. God... . hath chosen 
thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and 
see that Just One, and shouldest hear the 
voice of his mouth. For thou shalt be his 
witness unto all men of what thou hast 
seen and heard. Acts xxii. 14, 15. 

We have a saying that “Man’s extrem- 
ity is God’s opportunity,” and everyone who 
has lived the Christian life very long knows 
how true that is. But the reverse is also 
true: God’s extremity is man’s opportunity. 
It must not be forgotten that the enterprise 
of Jesus Christ is subjected to-day to 
greater strain than it has ever known. If 
the enterprise is to go forward, trium- 
phantly,—as we know it will,—it is because 
there are men who are willing to accépt 
the call of Christ to be His companions, 
His witnesses, His’ messengers.—Cleland 
B. McAfee. 


Monday, 16th. Why stand ye here all 
the day idle? Matt. xx. 6. 


It is idleness, want of things to love, 


“want of ardent interests, which open the 
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door to sin. Therefore, fill life with love 
of God and man and noble works of right- 
eousness, and you will have no time to do 
wrong.—Selected. 


Tuesday, 17th. Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty 
of man. Eccles. xu. 13. 

The call of duty is the call of God; re- 
sponse to the ideal is response to God. Re- 
ligion is the science and art of ideals: the 
systematized attempt to express in terms of 
human thought and action the principles 
of the ideal life, which is all one with God’s 
own life—W. E. Carnegie. 


Wednesday, 18th. Behold, what manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of 
God. 1 Johm wi. 1. 

You have wondered, perhaps, how a 
mother can take such infinite trouble with 
a poor, helpless babe, and find so much 
happiness in pouring’ out her life for its 
- every need. Ask her the secret, and she 
will say, “It is my child.’ Perhaps the 
child is a cripple and a cause of constant 
anxiety and self-sacrifice on her part,.... 
or it may be a worthless, profligate, un- 
grateful son who rewards her affection 
with brutal neglect... .. Yet her loving 
hand is ever ready to wipe the sweat from 
this heated brow, and to nurse him back 
to decency and intelligence, and she will 
look through her tears and say, “He is my 
boy.” This may help us a little to under- 
stand the infinite meaning of our Father’s 
love —A. B. Simpson. 


Thursday, 19th. Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, . . 
and thy neighbour as thyself. Luke +. 27. 

Love is of God; and every one that 
 loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 
t John iv. 7. 

Life is governed by the law of love. 
What we are depends upon what we care 
for. He who loves God with all his heart 
will not be an indifferent Christian. He who 
loves his neighbor as himself will be a 
’ good neighbor, a friend to the friendless, 
a cheerer-up of the weary. Christianity is 
the religion of a Person. The practice of 


Christianity is simply the practice of the . 


love that flows out from that Person into 
our hearts, and back from our hearts to 
that Person—Charles Carroll Albertson. 
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Friday, 20th. Jesus said unto 
him, What I do thou knowest not now; 
but thou shalt know hereafter. John xiii. 7. 

If in our life of to-day there are cir- 
cumstances that tend to disturb and per- 
plex our minds, things that seem to hinder 
and thwart us in our purposes of good, let 
us remember that we are in the hands 
of One Who loves us with an infinitely 
wise and tender love; and if we love Him, 
we shall find in such things not hindrances 
but helps to our true progress. Let us 
also rest in the assurance that what we can- 
not understand now in God’s dealings with 
us will yet be unveiled to us, for “God is 
His own interpreter, and He will make 
it plain.”—Thomas Yates. 


Saturday, 21st. Whosoever... . shall 
humble himself as this little child, the same 
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Matt. 
KU. 4. 

The man who waits for a great place 
before he does a great work, never finds 
either.—Selected. 


Sunday, 22nd. Because he hath set his 
love upon me, therefore will I deliver him. 
PS ACA: 

We all have some weak point in our 
character. When we would go forward, 
it drags us back; and when we would rise 
up into a higher sphere of usefulness and 
the atmosphere of heaven, something drags 
us down. Now, I have no sympathy with 
the idea that God puts us behind the blood 
and saves us, and then leaves us in Egypt 
to be under the old taskmaster. I be- 
lieve God brings us out of Egypt into the 
promised land, and that it is the privilege 
of every child of God to be delivered from 
every foe, from every besetting sin. If 
there is some sin that is getting the mastery 
over you, you certainly cannot be useful. 
You certainly cannot bring forth fruit to 
the honor and glory of God until you get 
self-control—D. L. Moody. 


Monday, 23rd. He that doeth the will of 
God abideth for ever. 1 John u. 17. 

It is this consciousness of a union of our 
life with God’s life that takes the sting 
out of the destructions of time and makes 
the blessedness of life-—Daniel Dorchester. 


Tuesday, 24th. Imitate’God ... . and 
live a life of love, following the example 
of the Christ, who loved you and gave 
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himself for you. Eph. v. 1, 2 (Twentieth 


Century Version). 


One prayed in vain to paint the vision blest 
Which shone upon his heart by night 
and day, 
For homely duties in his dwelling pressed, 
And hungry hearts which would not 
turn away, 
And cares which still his eager hands 
bid stay. 
The canvas never knew the pictured Face, 
But year by year, while yet the vision 


shone, , 
An angel near him, wondering, bent to 
trace ’ 
On his own life the Master’s image 
grown 
And unto men made known. 


—Selected. 


Wednesday, 25th. The Lorn is my shep- 
herd; I shall not want. Ps. xx. 1. 

The habit of personal and continual de- 
pendence on God is the finest specific for 
a cheerful mind, the finest tonic for jaded 
and ragged nerves we could have. It is 
worry: that wears and kills; if we can say, 
“Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil,” then we shall be able to say trium- 
phantly in the next breath, “Thou anointest 
my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life.”—Selected. 


Thursday, 26th. As free, and not using 
your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, 
but as the servants of God. 1 Pet. u. 16. 

For our freedom in Christ is also ser- 
vice. It is the very strictest service, for it 
binds not only our actions but our words, 
and not only our words but our thoughts. 
We are to bring into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ. There 
is a paradox here, but the solution of it is 
that in obeying Christ we are obeying our 
own best selves, that hidden man of the 
heart which is Christ in us. It is only 
when the law of our mind subdues and 
drives out the law of sin and death that 
we are truly ourselves, because we are 
truly Christ’s—W. R. Inge. 


Friday, 27th. Only fear the Lorn, and 
serve him in truth with all your heart: 
for consider how great things he hath done 
for you. I Sam. xu. 24, 

Thankfulness is an unfailing spring of 
happiness. A thankful person is never 
habitually grumpy. Only ungrateful people 


Record of Christian Work. 


are incorrigibly sullen. Even in a somber’ 
mood one can dissipate the gloom by 
thinking of his mercies. If you think you 
can say, “I thank you,” with a wry face, try 
it. The act of pronouncing those words 
pulls the face into a smile. Many of us 
could increase the measure of our happi- 
ness by deepening our capacity for grati- 
tude. If we said, “Thank you,” oftener, 
both to God and man, the road would grow 
smoother and the burdens would seem 
lighter.—Charles E. Jefferson. 


Saturday, 28th. As free, and... . 
using your liberty . . as the servants 
of God. 1 Pet. w. 16. 

To be free for service and called to 
service is simply to be fit for service.— 


Selected. 


Sunday, 29th. Jesus Christ the same 
yesterday, and to day, and for ever. Heb. 
am. 8. 

We are always tempted to think that 
this moment is commonplace and insignifi- 
cant. Yesterday lies consecrated in mem- 
ory; to-morrow radiant in hope; but to- 
day is poverty-stricken and prose. The 
sky is furthest away from us right over 
our heads; behind and in front it seems 
to touch the earth. But if we will only 
realize that all of that sparkling luster and 
all that more than mortal tenderness of 
pity and of love with which Jesus Christ 
has irradiated and sweetened any past are 
verily here with us amid the commonplaces 
and insignificant duties of the dusty to- 
day, then we need look back to no purple 
distance, nor forward to any horizon where 
sky and earth kiss, but feel that, here or 
nowhere, now or never, is Christ the all- 
sufficient and unchanging Friend. He is 
faithful. He cannot deny MHimself.— 
Alexander Maclaren. 


Monday, 3oth. Rich in good works, 
. . . . that they may lay hold on eternal 
hfe. 1 Tim. vi. 18, 10. 
He liveth long who liveth well, 
All else is life but flung away; 
He liveth longest who can tell 
Of true things truly done each day. 


Then fill each hour with what will last, 
Buy up the moments as they go; 
The life above, when this is past, 
Is the ripe fruit of life below. 


—Horatius Bonar. 


DEVOTIONAL STUDIES IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS. 


Rev. F. B. Meyer, B. A., D. D. 


JESUS RAISES LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD. 
(April 8, John xi. 17-44). 


April 2. John xi. 1-16. 
April 3. John xi. 17-27. 
April 4. John xi. 28-37. 
April 5. John xi. 38-46. 
April 6, John xi. 47-57. 
April 7, Matt. xxviii. 1-10. 
April 8. 1 Cor. xv. 50-58. 


Our Lord was in Perea, a district on the 
eastern side of the Lake of Galilee, when 
a message suddenly reached Him that 
Lazarus, whom Jesus loved, was sick. The 
reply returned to the anxious sisters 
assured them that the sickness would not 
be unto death, but for the glory of God. 
The Apostles, who doubtless overheard the 
Master’s words, naturally inferred that 
Lazarus would not die, but we see that 
they meant much more than that, and we 
learn this great lesson, that only the event 
can disclose all the deep meanings con- 
cealed in any of our Master’s words. Prob- 
ably by the time the message reached the 
home at Bethany, Lazarus had already 
passed from earth. But in their anguish the 
sisters never doubted their great and good 
friend, and concluded that if only He had 
been there in time, He would have arrested 
the progress of the disease and raised him 
to health. Nor was their trust misplaced, 
for the Evangelist hastens to add that 
“Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and 
Ieazarus? Gver: -5:):- 

Tue Lorp’s Deray (ver. 6, 7). The 
results of the miracle were to be so stu- 
pendous and comforting, that He could 
afford to let the worse become the worst. 
’ He knew perfectly well what was happen- 
ing in that beloved and familiar home—the 
increasing weakness, the tender watching 
and solicitude of the sisters, eager and 
fruitless listening for His footstep, the 
slow sinking of the sun of their life be- 
low the rim of the horizon, leaving a cold 
loneliness on the gray sea. He followed 
each step in the entrance of death to carry 
away his prey, until the home was left deso- 
late and tenantless. His tarrying was not 
due to failure in love or awareness, but be- 
cause of the great purposes for which such 


bitter experiences were the needful prepa- 
ration. Here was the hiding of His power, 
the sublime consciousness of Divine power, 
the assurance that whatsoever He asked of 
God, the Father would give Him. Once 
more He seemed to sleep, whilst the waves 
were endangering the boat. He is never 
in haste, is ever conscious of sufficient re- 
serves of power, dares to subject us to mo- 
mentary pain, in order to prepare for the 
most convincing manifestation of His all- 
might. But His delays are not denials. 
(See Hab. ii. 3.) 

Two days passed before our Lord pro- 
posed to return to Judea. Even then He 
did not mention Bethany, though it must 
have been uppermost with Him. They re- 
monstrated, remembering x. 31, 39. But 
He replied that the light of the day was 
in His heart and therefore it was im- 
possible for Him to make a mistake. His 
eye was single and His whole body full 
of light. He could detect the unfolding of 
the Father’s plan of His life, and where 
the plan lay there was safety. He must 
work the works of Him that sent Him 
while it was day; the night was coming, 
in which work would be impossible: but 
there were a few hours still left before 
sundown. The traveler is safe as long as 
daylight lasts, only when the night falls 
must he arrest his steps. None can walk 
safely in the dark, but as yet it was not 
night with Him, though the sun was near 
setting. He spoke of Lazarus as His friend, 
and told them that he slept in death. He 
added, without hesitation, “I go to awake 
him.” Then He explained the reason for 
this mysterious tardiness. The ulterior 
object was the strengthening of their faith. 
The sisters were allowed to suffer that a 
platform might be secured for His greatest 
miracle, which has been a beacon-light to 
weary hearts in every age. Even heathen 
philosophy caught sight of this truth. “Ac- 
cept,” says the Emperor Marcus Aurelius, 
“everything that happens to thee, even if it 
seem disagreeable, because it leads to the 
health of the universe; for God would not 
lay on any man that which he suffers, if it 
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were not useful for the continuance and 
perfection of the whole.” Therefore 1 
Pet. iv. 19. 

Tue Lorp at BetHany. The mourning 
for a near relative lasted thirty days, of 
which the three first were the most sorrow- 
ful. As Bethany was only two miles from 
Jerusalem, an unusual number of friends 
had come over to express their grief by 
sitting with the sisters on the ground and 
uttering consolatory words. Martha was 
evidently in one of the outer apartments 
when the tidings came that Jesus was ap- 
proaching the village. The prominence of 
Thomas (ver. 16), suggests that some of 
the chief apostles were not with Him at 
this time, and thus He was accompanied 
by a very small group of followers. Mar- 
tha repeated the sentence which Mary and 
she had so often used when .they were 
alone together, but she added words which 
suggested that our Lord’s reply through the 
messenger to the effect that this sickness 
was not unto death, had awakened linger- 
ing hope in her heart that somehow God 
would give him back through the prayers 
of their Friend. . Yet when Jesus told her 
that her brother would rise again, she re- 
ferred His words to the final resurrection 
of the last day. It is always easier to be- 
lieve that the Divine power was manifested 
“ once in the distant past and will be in the 
distant future than that it will reveal itself 
in our time. 

Our Lord called her back to Himself and 
the present tense—“I AM.” He sought to 
spiritualize Martha’s faith. He wanted her 
to understand that He was the antidote of 
‘death and that life emanated from Him, 
quickening those who had died and making 
the living impervious to death in its deeper 
aspects. He wanted her to understand that 
the mere severance of the spirit from the 
body was a very small thing. Those who 
believed in Him, even when such severance 
had taken place, were living as vividly and 
intensely as ever, and those who were in 
living union with Hir2 would not for a 
moment intermit their existence, even when 
they came to the appointed severance of 
their real self from the tent in which they 
had temporarily sojourned, the implement 
which they had found so- serviceable for 
their earthly life. To leave the body, in 
the full light that our Lord has cast on 


that act, and to pass to the eternal home, 
in unbroken union with our Lord, is no 
longer what human language designates 
as death. Jesus spoke thus to Martha, be- 
cause He wanted her faith to be thé pivot 
on which to rest the lever of His mighty 
power. Faith was always a prerequisite of 
His miracles, and it is extremely encourag- 
ing that for His greatest miracle He sought 
the fellowship and codperation, not of 
Mary, but of Martha, who was of the more 
ordinary, matter-of-fact and practical turn 
of mind. 

When these new thoughts and hopes were 
aroused in her, Jesus sent Martha to call her 
sister secretly, that she might not be hurt 
by any apparent neglect on His part, and 
also because He required the codperation 
of her holy and faithful nature. He may 
have intended to perform the miracle in 
private, so as not to arouse the hostility 
of His foes, or expose the sisters to a 
share in their hatred. That the latter was 
to be feared is evident from the silence 
of the three synoptic Gospels about this 
incident. The sisters were living when 
they were issued, but had passed away 
when John, towards the end of the first 
century, indited the fourth Gospel. 

Twice over we are told that the Lord 
groaned. The margin says that He was 
moved with indignation, first that Satan 
should be able to wield such power, and 
secondly that even at that moment Satan’s 
spirit was fermenting in the hearts of those 
who stood around and criticised. But He 
shook off the horror that made Him 
shudder, and turned all His attention to the 
weeping around Him, emanating from gen- 
uine love and tenderness. The storm had 
passed and “Jesus wept.” The Greek word 
suggests the tears of a gentle grief. The 
Gospel which most clearly asserts His 
Deity, acquaints us with His human sorrow. 

Martha’s faith staggered, but Jesus re- 
called her to look from the circumstance 
of death to His own living Personality and 
the Glory of God which was about to 
be revealed. He had already conversed 
with the Father about the matter, and did 
not need even to ask for any special inter- 
position. His life-giving word brought 
back the spirit of the departed. This is 
His unique work, but there is always a 
place for our codperation. He is no spend- 
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thrift of omnipotence: It is for us to roll 
away the stone and unwind the cerements 
of death. 


Gotpen TeExT: John xi. 25. 


JESUS THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 


(April 15, John x. 1-18). 


April 9. John x. 1-10. 

April 10. John x. 11-18. 

April 11. John x. 19-30. 

April 12. John x. 31-42. 

April 13; Zech. xi. 15-17; xiii. 7-9. 

April 14. Matt. xviii. 7-14. 

April 15. Luke xv. 1-10. 

This discourse of the Lord comprises 


three parables. The Shepherd (ver. 1-6) ; 
the Doot (ver. 7-10) ; and the Good Shep- 
herd (ver. 11-18). It is a reproduction of 
the facts of the preceding chapter in a 
parabolic form. The tyrannical proceed- 
ings of the Pharisees in their treatment of 
the blind man resembles the irruption of 
thieves into the sheepfold. The persever- 
ing faith of the man himself is illustrated 
by the docile response of the flock to the 
shepherd’s voice, whilst the solicitude of 
the true Shepherd, interposing on behalf of 
the sheep, has its counterpart in the tender- 
ness with which God’s love seeks and saves, 
even at the cost of the blood of the Cross. 
Jesus depicts the treatment which His peo- 
ple might expect from the coward-hirelings 
and the rapacious thieves ; unfolds the bless- 
edness of His flock, and anticipates the 
supreme price which He was prepared to 
pay, when meeting the wolf of hell. 

THE SHEPHERD. (ver. 1-6). It has been 
thought that at this moment the shepherds 
were bringing back their flocks from the 
neighboring pastures to Jerusalem. In any 
case the Master here appropriates to Him- 
self the great theocratic symbols of the Old 
Testament. See Psalm xxiii.; Ezekiel 
xxxiv.; Zech. xi. The latter was specially 
appropriate to the circumstances of the 
moment. The prophet depicts the Messiah 
as making a last effort to rescue Jehovah’s 
flock from the slaughter. He endeavors to 
dismiss the faithless shepherds who had 
fed it before him, but only attracts the 
love and faith of the poorest of the flock. 
After a brief spell of labor, he breaks his 
staff in despair, receives thirty pieces of 
silver as his wage, and renounces his care 
of the flock. “Surely,” says Doctor Godet, 
to whom we are indebted, “our Lord must 
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have had this picture in mind, when He 
uttered these words.” 

An Eastern sheepfold is an enclosure of 
hurdles, within which several flocks may be 
assembled. The shepherds bring their re- 
spective charges thither at nightfall and 
leave them with the porter. In the morn- 
ing they knock for admittance; each sepa- 
rates his own ‘sheep by his call; and the 
whole mass of bleating animals are led 
to the pastures. The true shepherd is dis- 
tinguished from the robber by two signs. 
First, they scale the wall; he is recognized 
by the porter and enters by the door. 
Second, they seize the sheep with violence, 
whilst he gathers them around him by his 
voice. Surely John the Baptist was the 
porter (i. 6, 7); and those who answered 
our Lord’s voice and came to Him were 
His own sheep, as distinguished from the 
remainder of the Jewish nation (vi. 37). 
The time had -come when He must lead 
them out, to form, before long, the nucleus 
of His Church. 

What comfort there is in ver. 4! Our 
Lord never puts us forth to any service or 
suffering without preceding us. He is al- 
ways before, as Mark x. 32. We may hesi- 
tate before committing ourselves to the un- 
known, untrodden way; and before we 
have time to draw back, we see Him in 
front, with His rod in one hand to strike 
down the foe, and His crook in the other 
to extricate us from any pitfall in which we 
may be entombed. We have come to know 
Him, Whom once we only heard. And 
when once we have tasted that knowledge, 
we follow on to know Him better, even as 
Paul did, who, though in one sense he was 
an under-shepherd, was, in another, part of 
the flock. (See Acts xx. 28 and Phil. iii. 10.) 
Beware of strange voices. An anecdote is 
told of a traveler who, under the walls of 
Jerusalem, met a shepherd, bringing his 
flock home. He changed garments with 
him, and proceeded to call the sheep. But 
they remained motionless, until the true 
shepherd raised his voice, when, notwith- 
standing his strange garments, they all ran 
to him. Ask your heart, and it will tell 
you that in its depths it can always detect 
the Shepherd’s voice. 

Tue Door (ver. 7-10). The former pic- 
ture is a morning scene; but this is one for 
midday. The fold is sepposed to be situ- 
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ated in the midst of the pastures. When 
the sheep desire shelter from the scorching 
sun they can enter it. When they are 
hungry, they can go out to find succulent 
pasture beside waters of rest. Jesus is that 
Door. Through Him we find salvation 
(ver. 9), and through Him we obtain the 
living food, which our souls require for 
their daily nutriment. The religious leaders 
of the age were “thieves and robbers,” who 
claimed to have an exclusive authority to 
hold the keys (Luke xi. 52 and Matt. xxiii. 
13). All who att as they were doing, or 
had so acted, before our Lord, come under 
the same category; they steal the preroga- 
tive of Christ, and make selfish gain out of 
their deluded followers. We must all go 
in for rest, shelter, safety. We must all go 
out to fulfill our mission to the world. But 
whether the one or the other, we must ever 
abide in Jesus. Begin your prayer within 
the closed door by invoking His dear name; 
and take His blessing with you as you go 
forth to suffer, serve or fight for Him. 

Tue Goop SHEPHERD (ver. 11-18). If 
the first picture was irradiated by the 
morning-glow, and the second depicted 
midday, this is associated with the eve- 
ning home-bringing of the flock. A wolf is 
lying in wait and tests the quatity of the 
shepherd. The hireling flees, the Good 
Shepherd will risk His life. Good here is 
the translation of the Greek word for 
beautiful. It is the beauty of moral char- 
acter, such as here reveals itself in devo- 
tion to the point of self-sacrifice. _Prob- 
ably the wolf here represents the Pharisees, 
who had gained a complete ascendency in 
Jewish religious life; and the hireling rep- 
resents the priests and scribes, who were 
the appointed custodians of the law, and 
who ought to have set themselves in opposi- 
tion to the wolf that was devouring God’s 
heritage. When Jesus threw Himself into 
the breach, it was required that He should 
lay down His life. 

Notice the close relationship between 
Jesus and His own. He knows them with 
the same intimacy as subsists between the 
Father and Himself, because they possess 
His nature. And they in like manner may 
know Him, as He knows the Father—not 
to the same extent, but after the same 
fashion, by loving intuition rather than 
keen intellectual and academic discussion. 
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(See Matt. xi. 27.) Note the repetition in 
ver. 11, 17, 18, of the resolution to go to 
the Cross. His death was for all (1 John 
ii. 2); but the full benefits of it are only 
appropriated and enjoyed by those who by 
their faith and love prove themselves to 
be His own. That “other sheep” surely 
refers to the great heathen world that lay 
beyond the Jewish fold. They heard His 
voice in the Apostolic age from the lips 
of our Lord’s Apostles, and in later years 
that same voice has spoken through the mis- 
sionaries, who have gone throughout the 
world, uttering the Shepherd’s call. (See 
Acts xxviii. 28.) 

With respect to ver. 17-18, we may be 
sure that the Father loved the Son from 
all eternity (John i. 18). But these words 
refer to His earthly life, in which He faith- 
fully fulfilled the Father’s purpose, so that 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto Himself. Men die because born, but 
Christ was born that He might die. Neither 
Jew nor Roman could have taken His life 
unless He had yielded Himself to them. 
And even so He breathed out His Spirit 
on the Cross. But the amazement and joy 
of Heaven are excited by the fact that 
Jesus took up His life again that He might 
fulfill His office to the Church and specially 
in gathering in the heathen (Eph. ii. 17). 

GoLpEN Text: John «x. 11. 


JESUS ANOINTED AT BETHANY. 
(April 22, John xii. 1-11). 


April 16. John xii. 1-11. 
April 17. Luke x. 38-42. 
April 18. Mark xiv. 1-11. 
April 19. Matt. xxvi. 6-13. 
April 20. Luke vii. 36-50. 
April )21teelsan baieeless 
April 22) Mark xi. 28-34. 


Notwithstanding xi. 57, our Lord came 
quite openly to Bethany; but the chief 
priests and Pharisees dared not arrest Him 
because of the crowds that were in and 
around the home, which had been so sig- 
nally favored. (See ver. 9, 10.) He arrived 
six days before the Passover, that is, on 
Friday. The following day was the Sab- 
bath, which closed in the late afternoon, 
and the evening was the special festive time 
of the week. The Evangelist’s words— - 
“they made him a supper”’—may indicate 
that it was a public one and that the people 
of Bethany combined to do Him honor. 
We learn from the other Gospels that it 
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took place in the house of one who had 
been a leper, but who had probably been 
healed by our Lord. Perhaps his guest- 
chamber was the largest in Bethany. Laz- 
arus and his two sisters were among the 
invited guests. 

Tue Girt or Love. It is very interesting 
to notice how the disciples who sit at the 
Master’s feet can, when the occasion calls, 
arise to the highest levels of devotion. 
Martha had been prepared to chide her 
sister for her inactivity, because she left 
to her the burden of household manage- 
ment. Mary was not careful and troubled 
about the many things, because so absorbed 
in the one thing of receiving as much as 
possible of Christ’s teaching and spirit. But 
when the soul is full of Christ, it will ex- 
press itself with a delicacy and refinement 
that transcend ordinary experiences. It 
soars, like the lark, into the blue empyrean 
of love. But love like this cannot be gotten 
by disciples who are always on their feet, 
running to and fro, fussing about the 
smaller accessories of life, and spread over 
too wide a surface. We must sit at the 
Master’s feet in pure and deep reflection 
and communion. Probably in this way 
Mary realized, as none other of the group 
that encircled the Lord, what was about to 
happen. To the last they refused to be- 
lieve that He would die. Surely even at 
the last He would extricate Himself from 
His foes. But Mary knew better. To her 
the anguish and exposure of the Cross 
stood out real and terrible within the next 
few days. She knew that there would be 
no opportunity for her to get near Him, 
in order to perform the last tender offices 
of affection, and therefore she came afore- 
time to anoint Him to the burying. Prob- 
ably, also, not even the Mother of our Lord 
had penetrated equally into the purpose 
that occupied the mind of Jesus, and that 
rent Mary’s heart with the profoundest 
grief. 

She brought an alabaster flask containing 
a “litra,” which was a Roman pound-weight. 
The ointment was very precious. It must 
have cost at least forty-five dollars. Mary 
may have had this by her for some time. 
She may have bought it or it may have 
been given for her own use. But when 
she came to know Christ, and learned how 
constantly that decease of which He spoke 
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so often was in His mind, she may have 
kept it for the day of His burying. She 
had a twofold object, to anoint the best- 
beloved Guest at the meal, and to prepare 
for that burial which she apprehended as so 
terribly near. 

These flasks, we-are told, were hermetic- 
ally sealed, and the neck had to be broken 
before the contents could be used. This 
was done by Mary (Mark xiv. 3). First, 
as Matthew and Mark inform us, it was 
poured‘on the Lord’s head, and then, as 
though the costly liquid was only common 
water, she poured it on His feet, as John 
tells us, in such quantities as to bathe them, 
and being therefore obliged to wipe them, 
she used her own hair. Perhaps she felt 
that the friend of Jesus should not do less 
than a stranger had done (Luke vii. 44). 
In this way she bore witness that as no 
sacrifice was too costly for the purse, so 
no service was too mean for His person; 
and it was, as one has observed, to the 
least noble part of His person that she 
paid this humble homage. The house was. 
filled, as, since then, the Church has been 
filled, with the fragrance of the ointment 
and the deed. How wonderful that the 
Scripture makes no mention of the mighty 
deeds and works that built Rome and made 
Greece the intellectual center of the age, 
whilst it holds up to the admiration of all 
the ages this woman’s act. Deeds like hers 
are immortal, not for their cost in gold, 
but for the love to Christ which inspired 
them and which they inspire. 

Jupas. This deed silhouetted the fea- 
tures of Judas on the screen of this story. 
He knew, from what was passing in his 
own purpose, that the betrayal of the 
Master was at hand. It filled him with 
hatred as her with love. He pretended to 
be angry at what he called waste. But 
in reality Mary’s act made him recoil in 
malice to see his own black heart in con- 
trast to her pure soul. Let a beam of light 
into a cave, where unbroken darkness has 
brooded for ages, and all the slimy things 
that swarm upon its oozy floor resent it and 
squirm away from its revealing touch. The 
glorious summer sunshine, that brings health 
to human life and ripening to its fruits, 
extracts fetid odors from the waters, 
which had seemed only admirable as they 
lay outspread in lakes. So the acts of the 
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saints have rebuked sinners in every age, 
and have been only tolerated or strenuously 
combated. (See John iii. 20.) 

The other, Evangelists record that some 
of His disciples joined with Judas in chid- 
ing Mary. Thus one bad man may spread 
putrefaction and corruption through an en- 
tire company. They, however, may be for- 
given, for as yet they did not know, as 
they did afterwards, the constraining power 
of the love of Jesus. After Pentecost, 
when they were prepared to shed their 
blood for Jesus, they no more questioned 
the act of shedding precious unguents on 
His person. But in Judas’ case, the mo- 
tive was altogether different. The money 
he claimed for the poor would have been 
used by himself. Under a show of pru- 
dence and caution, he concealed a base 
heart. Always beware of men who talk of 
prudence, when the claims of Christ are 


pressed. “Love so amazing, so Divine, de- 
mands . Aas 
Tue Lorp. “Let her alone.’ He threw 


the mantle of His protection around her. 
He always does this for those who love 
Him. He hides them in the secret of His 
pavilion far from the strife of tongues. 
He places Himself between them and their 
accusers, to screen them. He apprizes their 
act at its trite value and speaks of it as a 
beautiful deed (Mark xiv. 6). He shows, 
too, in answer to the utilitarian objection 
of Judas and the rest, that Mary had not 
simply acted under the impulse of emo- 
tion, but had kept in view the practical need 
of anointing when He came to die, accord- 
ing to the custom of the East. It was 
needed for His burying. Perfume lingers 
long on the person, and it may even have 
happened that when our Lord was on the 
Cross, He received refreshment from the 
scent of that precious nard. In the dark 
hour when He cried, “Forsaken!” there was 
evidence that human love had not for- 
saken, how much less God’s! 

But when He went on to reply to the re- 
mark of Judas, He brought into a clear evi- 
dence that we were not to confine our- 
selves to strictly utilitarian efforts for His 
cause. He asks for lovely things, for all 
that art can produce, for all that is zstheti- 
cally beautiful and chaste and refined. The 
architecture of a church; the music that 
rises and swells and dies away in soft 
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cadences; the industry which brings the 
spoils of learning; the taste that places the 
apples of gold in pictures of silver; the 
carving on the top of the pillars, as well as 
the massive foundations at their base: all 
these are dear to Christ if prompted by 
pure love. 

We need to love Christ for Himself. Not 
altogether for what He has done, is doing, 
and will do; not for the sake of winning 
heaven, or escaping hell; not for the re- 
wards that will be bestowed on the faith- 
ful servant—but for His own dear sake. 
When that happy hour arrives, we shall 
understand Mary’s act and the loving sym- 
pathy with which Jesus welcomed it. 

GoLtpEN Text: Mark xiv. 8. 


JESUS WELCOMED AS KING. 
(April 29, John xii. 12-26). 


April (23. John’ sue, 12-119: 
April 24. John xii. 20-33. 
April 25. John xii. 34-43. 
April 26. John xii. 44-50. 
April 27. Mark xi. 1-11. 

April 28:5 Matt. xxi) Iie 
April 29. Luke xix. 29-40. 


Jesus left His peaceful resting-place on 
that bright morning in the early spring, well 
aware that His brief spell of rest was now 
over, never again in His human life to 
be resumed. It was probably soon after 
His starting forth that He sent the two dis- 
ciples, as Luke tells us, to fetch the ass’s 
colt, on which never man had sat. It may 
be that some previous arrangement had 
been made by the friends of the Lord, or 
by the Lord Himself, that this humble pal- 
frey should be at His service for this 
august occasion. 

All the four Evangelists relate the entry 
into Jerusalem, but they seem to occupy 
different standpoints. The three synoptists 
accompany Him from Bethany, whilst John 
in his narrative seems to follow that multi- 
tude which, having heard of His approach, 
left Jerusalem to meet Him. Two streams 
of people met. In ver. 17, we hear of the 
multitude that was with Him, when He 
called Lazarus from the dead. In ver. 18; 
we read of the multitude that went and met 
Him. When the accompanying crowd saw 
the enthusiasm of the approaching crowd, 
waving their palm-branches of victory, 
which they had cut down on their way, their 
enthusiasm was suddenly kindled into a 
flame, and unwrapping their loose cloaks 
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from their shoulders, they stretched them 
along the rough path, to form a carpet as 
He approached. They were in a perfect 
dream of ecstasy, and realized in fact the 
old prophecy of Zech. ix. 9. The cry 
“Hosanna!” was taken from Psalm cxviii. 
25. It means Save, Lord! Every Israelite 
knew those words by heart. They were 
sung each time they celebrated the Feast of 
Tabernacles. 

Tue Lessons or Our Lorp’s TRIUMPHAL 
Entry. His humility. His steed was not 
the mule, which in the East, is regarded as 
a noble animal, but the ass, which was de- 
spised there as amongst ourselves. The 
King Who saves is meek and lowly in 
heart. The richly caparisoned war-horse 
has no attractions for Him. He needs 
neither chariot nor battle-bow for the over- 
throw of His foes. He speaks peace to 
the ‘nations, as though waving His hands 
in priestly benediction over their troubled 
waters (Zech. ix. 10). 

His royalty. Remember that Jesus must 
be recognized as King before He becomes 
Saviour. “Fear not, daughter of Zion: be- 
hold thy King cometh.” Is not our failure 
to recognize the Divine order a sufficient 
reason for all the moral failure of our life? 
We should be glad to accept deliverance at 
the hands of Jesus, but we are not pre- 
pared to pay the price. We wish Jesus 
to become our Saviour, but are not pre- 
pared to accept Him as King. This is our 
mistake. God hath exalted Him to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, but He is first King 
of Righteousness, before He is Priest after 
the order of Melchizedek. (See Heb. vii. 
1.) It is when we confess with our mouth 
Jesus as Lord, that we shall be saved (Rom. 
x. 9). : 

He banishes fear. “Fear not, daughter 
of Zion.” His footfall is very soft. No 
prancing steed, no banner flying in the 
breeze, no long train of warriors. Soft as 
the summer air, but irresistible as the 
summer sunshine, before which great tubu- 
lar bridges bend. At His advent the bars 
of ice are dissolved, and the imprisoned 
vessel glides on from her tomb to the open 
sea. We need no more fear Him than 
Peter had reason to fear the angel who 
came to release him from Herod’s prison. 

He brings deliverance. The reference in 
the following verses of Zechariah is very 
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beautiful. In Eastern lands cisterns are 
hewn out of the solid rock to hold the 
rains during the rainy season. When these 
were empty, they furnished convenient 
hiding-places for the fugitive peasants 
fleeing from an invasion of the plains. 
There is a spiritual reference in this de- 
scription, because we are all imprisoned at 
times in pits like that into which his breth- 
ren cast Joseph. But whilst immured we are 
prisoners of hope. . The clouds cannot im- 
prison the sun. We belong to the light and 
day. We know that we shall not be left 
in Hades, nor forgotten. The blood of the 
Covenant binds our Saviour to interfere. 
With tireless patience and immortal power, 
He will come to our help; and because of 
the blood of His covenant He will send 
forth His “prisoners out of the pit wherein 
is no water. Turn you to the strong hold, 
ye prisoners of hope” (Zech. ix. 11, 12). 

Tue Visir or THE GREEKS. These per- 
sons were not Hellenists, 7.e., Greek-speak- 
ing Jews, but full-blooded Greeks. They 
may not even have been proselytes or ad- 
herents of the Hebrew synagogue. They 
may have been visitors to the Holy City, 
drawn by a natural interest to study by per- 
sonal investigation the religious ceremonies 
of which they had heard so much. If they 
had witnessed the Lord’s entry into Jeru- 
salem, and had witnessed the expulsion of ° 
the traders from the Temple, which fol- 
lowed immediately afterwards, we can 
readily understand their anxiety for a per- 
sonal interview with such a Person, and 
their approach to Philip, whose Greek name 
suggests that he at least was familiar with 
their native language. The East came to 
the Saviour’s cradle, the West comes to 
His Cross. These are the earliest demon- 
strations of the heathen world in favor 
of the Gospel, and indicate the attraction 
which its moral beauty was soon to exer- 
cise over the whole human race. 

Philip felt that he could not take on him- 
self the full responsibility of introducing | 
these Gentile seekers—who were seeking 
goodly pearls—to Christ, and therefore con- 
sulted Andrew, who is mentioned with him 
in i. and vi. After deliberating the matter 
they jointly presented the request to the 
Lord. It made a profound impression on 
Christ. The religious leaders of Jerusalem 
would not have Him at any price (ver. 
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19), but here a new world was breaking 
upon Him. He knew His reign over the 
Gentiles could only be reached through His 
death. It was when the Jews had definitely 
refused Him, that the world would be 
drawn to Him. 

He surely answered the earnest request, 
though that fact is not definitely recorded 
by the sacred historian. We have here the 
expression of the reflections to which this 
incident had -given rise. ‘The Gentiles 
were knocking at the door of the Kingdom 
of God; it was the signal for Himself (23- 
30), for the human race (31-33), and for 
Israel (34-36), that a decisive hour had 
arrived.” But the thought must be empha- 
sized that only through death could these 
and kindred souls be satisfied. As long as 
the grain remains in the granary, it is un- 
able to propagate itself. But as soon as it 
is buried in the earth, its waterproof cover- 
ing is pierced, its very heart is torn, and its 
life is reproduced in ten, twenty, and a 
hundred grains like itself. He had often 
applied this thought to the training of the 
twelve (Matt. x. 39; xvi. 25; Mark viii. 35; 
Luke ix. 24; xvii. 33). Now, apparently, 
He applied the same sentence to Himself. 

How startling this must have been to 
these representatives of the foremost cul- 
ture of their age. The Greek cultivated 
human life to its highest perfection. His 
ideal was the cultivation of physical and 
intellectual beauty. His streets and temples 
were crowded with statues that set forth 
the superb beauty of life in all its as- 
pects. Death was abhorrent to him. When, 
on Mars Hill, Paul spoke of the Resurrec- 
tion, the thought aroused the greatest pos- 
sible amount of mockery and resentment. 
And yet our Lord did not hesitate to 
confront these men with the conception 
of His death as being the essence of His 
message. He preached the Cross—“unto 
the Greeks foolishness,” because He knew 
that it contained the wisdom and power of 
God. (See 1 Cor. i. 23, 24.) But the same 
law must rule our lives. Only if we fol- 
low Christ in the way of sacrifice, can He 
recognize us as His followers; and only 
those who take up the Cross of daily self- 
denial and self-sacrifice shall be with Him 
where He is, or receive the only honor 
that never tarnishes or fades (ver. 26). 


Gotpen Text: John xi. 13. 
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JESUS THE SERVANT OF ALL. 
(May 6, John xiii. 1-17.) 


April 30. John xiii, 1-11. 
May 1. John xiii. 12-20. 
May 2. John xii. 21-30. 
May 3. John xiii. 31-38. 
May 4. Mark x. 32-45. 
May 5. Luke xiv. 7-11. 
May 6. 1 Peter v. 1-11. 


The careful terms used by the Evangelist 
—‘“before the Passover” indicate that this 
meal took place on the evening preceding 
that on which the Paschal Feast was cele- 
brated. Two statements are here made 
to reveal the condition of our Lord’s mind 
at that supreme hour. He knew that the 
“hour” of which He had so often spoken, 
had arrived for His departure to the 
Father; and He loved His own unto the 
end, z#.e., not the end of His life or His 
sojourn with them, but the end of tender- 
ness and sympathy. There was nothing 
left to be desired or expressed. Love had 
gone to the limits of Love. The sun had 
reached its meridian and the whole sky was 
radiant, having no spot nor cloud. Sup- 
posing the narrative had broken off at this 
point, through some gap or rent in the 
original manuscript, what could we have 
inserted, at the furthest reach of our im- 
agination? He knew that He had come 
from God, was going to God, and was al- 
ready heir of all things. What then will 
He do? Will He be transfigured before 
their wondering eyes? Will He clothe 
them in glistering robes and place crowns 
on their brows? Will He place in their 
hands the title deeds of their inheritance? 
No, indeed, He rises from supper to per- 
form for each of them the office of the 
household servant. 

Tue Contrast Wir Jupas. At the 
Table it is supposed that our Lord’s posi- 
tion was between John and Judas, with 
Peter facing them. The traitor had made 
his compact. On the previous afternoon 
he had met the representatives of the San- 
hedrin and sold his Lord. Satan had 
entered into the open door of his soul (Luke 
xxii. 3), and would do so again (xiii. 27). 
The Evangelist tells that Satan had already 


‘cast into his heart the awful suggestion 


(ver. 2). We are almost thankful to catch 
at that word, and to believe that the heart 
of man was not capable of falling so low. 
But what a contrast between the two. Here 
Satanic hate, there Divine love. Here the 
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human form the desecrated temple, there 
the holy temple for the manifestation and 
abiding of the Shekinah. Were the avari- 
cious grasping at the thirty pieces of silver, 
the-price of a slave, there the menial ser- 
vice of a slave. Here contact with hell, 
there contact with the heaven of God. 

The Supper always began with the head 
of the company taking the first cup and 
uttering words of thanksgiving. The next 
part was for him to rise and wash his 
hands. The disciples did not wonder when 
they saw their Lord rise from the table; 
but they did wonder when He put off His 
‘upper garment, girded Himself with a towel, 
poured water into a basin, like a hired ser- 
vant, about to render a service which the 
Oriental classed among the meanest. The 
same word to throw is used of the devil 
casting into the heart of Judas, and of 
Christ casting into the basin of water for 
the foot-washing. 

THE CoLttoguy WirH Peter. If, as is 
supposed, Peter occupied the position at 
the table facing the Lord, it was natural 
that He should commence His service with 
him. Peter, like the rest, was expecting the 
Lord to wash His own hands, but now, 
to his uttermost astonishment he saw Him 
preparing to wash the feet of His disciples. 
To Peter’s mind the act presented an abso- 
lute incongruity, and the Greek bears wit- 
ness to his absolute consternation and be- 
wilderment. “Lord—Thou—of me washest 
the feet!” Our Lord hastened to explain 
that if he continued to resist His loving 
service, he would shut himself out of that 
Divine partnership in the sufferings, victory 
and glory of the Son of Man. He would 
have been glad to wash Christ’s feet, but 
he was too proud to allow his Master to 
-do the lowly office to him. We are quite 
willing to achieve things for Christ, but 
not always willing to confess our need of 
His lowliest offices and accept them at His 
hand. We have to be in debt to Christ. 
We have to allow Him to reveal us to 
ourselves, and then cleanse us. We have to 
place ourselves on the lowest form in the 
school, alongside of all the great sinners 
and least saints. We are not the first and 
chief, but the lowest and last. Peter did 
not understand all these things then, but 
lhe did afterwards (ver. 7; 1 Pet. v. a ©). 


But there was more in our Saviour’s act, 
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as appears in ver. 10, He said that if any- 
one had bathed in the morning, he would 
consider himself clean; he would not repeat 
his entire ablution at meal time; but would 
be content with washing his feet, so as to 
remove any such accidental defilement as he 
might have contracted by the way. So he 
who has found pardon for his sins, does not 


_ need to go back over their whole catalogue 


each time he kneels in prayer. God’s for- 
giveness is a constant and permanent thing. 
When He forgives, He remembers no more. 
Our sins are put away “as far as the east 
is from the west.” They are cast into the 
depths of the sea. They are blotted out 
as a cloud from the summer sky. But we 
do need to confess any particular defilement 
of which we may be conscious. In Peter’s 
case and in the case probably of all, there 
was need to cleanse the conscience of those 
special sins of pride, strife and jealousy of 
which they had been guilty so recently. 
(See Luke xxii. 24.) Nothing is more 
salutary or more conducive to Christian 
life, than to confess sin to Christ directly 
we are aware of its commission. Surely 
the present tense of 1 John i. 7 is very 
instructive. The jar which is always kept 
under the fountain is always clean enough 
for use. This happy condition of needing 
only footwashing was true of all of them 
save one—Judas. He had never been really 
united to Christ. He had never received 
that cleansing which, with the addition of 
the daily confession of sin, made the rest 
“clean every whit.” He indeed needed what 
Peter had asked for—not his feet only, but 
his hands, his head, ‘this heart. Jesus knew 
and Judas knew, and they two only what 
was meant by our Lord’s sorrowful ex- 
clamation, “Ye are not all clean.” (See ver. 
18.) 

Curist’s ApprESS To ALL THE DISCIPLES. 
After Peter’s remonstrance had been given 
and answered, Christ’s solemn service 
went on amid the hush of their speech and 
the wonder of their souls. He then resumed 
His garments and His seat. First, He re- 
moved any possible misunderstanding of the 
act they had just witnessed. Not for a 
moment had He renounced or abrogated 
His high claims as Teacher and Lord. 
Those designations were rightfully His. 
“So I am.” We should remember this in 
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prayer. It is certainly true that He is our 
Brother, Friend and Shepherd; our Com- 
rade in the great fight, our Fellow-worker 
for the coming of the Kingdom: but He 
is more. As we abide in Him, He in- 
structs us in the things which are hidden 
from the wise and prudent, but revealed to 
babes, pure in heart and simple in faith; 
and He is our blessed “despot.” (See 
Greek, 2 Pet.. ii. 1.) 

The outstanding lesson of His act was 
that the inferior cannot deem unworthy a 
deed which his superior has been willing 
to perform (ver. 16). But what in our life 
is comparable to washing the feet of the 
disciples? Is it not ministry, service, will- 
ingness to take the lowest place? And 
more particularly, is it not daring to show 
each other, humbly and tenderly, the sin 
which may be marring the life’s testimony 
for God and truth? We have this duty laid 
upon us-in Matt. xviii. 15. We are too 
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apt to point to the blemishes and stain- 
marks which our brother may have con- 
tracted, and not equally quick to hide them 
from the public eye till we have made the 
opportunity to remove them. : 
But if we are to do this work, we must 
be very lowly. The same mind must be 
in us as in our Lord. We must remember 
our own sins and not approach our brother 
as Pharisee, but as the publican who beat 
on his breast and complained that he was 
the sinner. People will resent our attempt 
to remove their mote unless we have al- 
ready tackled our own beam. Notice that 
it was when our Lord was most conscious 
of His unity with God and His love to 
His disciples, that He felt able to do this 
lowly act; and we shall only be able to 
descend to the meanest and lowest, when 
we are most conscious inwardly of our 
affinity with God. : 


GoLpEN Text: Mark x. 44. 


ILLUSTRATIVE HINTS AND HELPS. 


Ida Q. Moulton. 


1 Corinthians xv. 50 to 58. 


Someone asked an old fisherman how he 
knew that Christ had risen from the dead. 
He replied: “You see those cottages near 
the cliff? Well, sometimes, when I am far 
out at sea, I know that the sun is risen 
by the reflection in those windows. How 
do I know that Christ is risen? Because 
I see His light reflected from the faces of 
some of my fellows every day, and because 
I feel the light of His glory in my own 
life.” Is the truth of the Resurrection of 
Christ reflected from your face, O Chris- 
tian? Is the glory of immortality felt in 
your words and deeds? If not, why not? 


* * * * * ~ 


When the people of Central Africa speak 
of the death of Christ they say “the Vic- 
tory of Golgotha.’” When Dan Crawford 
asked one of them why they did so, he took 
a little bit of stick and held it up and said, 
“Here is the Cross.” Then he took another 
little bit and laid it across the first one 
and said, “Just here at the Cross when 


Satan did his very worst, just here, just 
then, God did His very, very best. At the 
Cross the very worst and the very best 
meet.” 

* * * * * 


Two Korean women stood watching a 
funeral procession on its way to the foreign 
cemetery. “What sight is this?” asked one. 
“The burying of the good missionary’s little 
son,” answered the other, sorrowfully. 
“That is very, very sad,” replied the first, 
sympathetically. In Korea a son is by far 
the most precious of all possessions. “Yes, 
it is very sad; but not so bad for them as 
for us,” said the other. “They know some- 
thing that makes them sure that they will 
get their children back some day. We know 
nothing about how to get ours back again.” 
To the Christian Easter means death’s de- 
feat. 

* * * * * 


“I was once staying at Marazion, in Corn- 
wall,” said a tourist, “and from my bed- 
room window I had a lovely view of St. 
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Michael’s Mount. I looked out the last 
thing at night and the first thing in the 
morning. I felt that I should never tire 
of it, for it was beautiful in any light. 
-I happened to speak to a native of the 
pleasure I derived from ihe view. He im- 
mediately replied: ‘Wait till you see the 
other side. I’m afraid you won’t think this 
so beautiful then. It is one mass of flowers 
over there. You must go across and see 
the, other side.” If we could but catch 
one glimpse of the resurrected side of life, 
how long would we remain satisfied here? 


Nehemiah xiii. 15 to 22. 


“Tf after kirk you bide a wee, 
There’s some wad like to speak to ye; 
If after kirk you rise and flee, - 
We'll all seem cold and stiff to-ye. 
The one that’s in the seat wi’ ye 
Is stranger here than you, maybe. 
All here hae got their fears and cares— 
Add you your soul unto our prayers, 
Be you our angel unawares.” 


* * * * * 


The story is told of an ignorant slave 
who was given the helm of a boat, while 
his master slept, and told to sail straight 
toward a certain star. Unused to the han- 
dling of a boat, it turned and wavered un- 
til the star was behind instead of in front. 
He called out to the captain: “Massa, 
Massa! come, gimme ’nuther star! I’s done 
sailed a-past that one!” “Now,” says one, 
“is not a great deal of our crying that we 
have got past certain old- standards—Sab- 
bath observance, for instance,—due to our 
own ignorant shiftings, rather than to any 
real progress?” 


* * * * * 


Over the three doors of the Cathedral 
of Milan there are three inscriptions upon 
crescent shaped arches. Over one beneath 
a beautifully carved wreath of roses are 
these words, “All which pleases is but for a 
moment.” Over another beneath a sculp- 
tured cross, this legend, “All which troubles 
us is but for a moment.” Underneath the 
great central arch to the main aisle is this 
inscription, “That only is important which 
is eternal.” Living in the spirit of these 
inscriptions, which every Christian knows 
to be true, we would live six best days and 
one the best of all the best. 
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Leviticus xix. 11, 12; Proverbs vi. 
16 to 19. 


“There are so many false, perverting 
lights about me,” says Dr. Jowett, “that I 
do not see things as they are. There are 
worldly limelights which give shady things 
an attractive hue. For instance, I some- 
times hear about a ‘white lie.’ A ‘white lie’ 
is a falsehood with worldly limelight play- 
ing upon it.” A false statement with 
worldly limelight playing upon it, making 
it seem half truth, is as bad as the foulest 
falsehood. White lies are like the white 
ants of India, which work silently inside 
the timbers of a house until the whole 
house collapses. 

* * * * * 


A boy went to a merchant in search of a 
job. “What can you do?” he was asked. 
“T can try my best to do anything you tell 
me.” “What have you done?” “I have 
sawed and split my mother’s wood for two 
years.” “What can you not do?” was the 
next question. “Well, sir,’ the boy replied 
after a moment’s thought, “I have not 
whispered in school for over a year.” 
“That is enough,” said the merchant. “A 
boy who can master a woodpile and bridle 
his tongue must have good stuff in him.” 

* * * * * 


The story is told of a party of men din- 
ing in a café, when a statement was made 
that practically accused a well-known citi- 
zen of crookedness. “I’d like to see that 
story traced back,” said one of the men at 
the table, “for there’s not the slightest truth 
in it, in my opinion.” “Well, let’s organize 
a club to do it,” said another. So the 
Trace-It-Back Club was formed. An in- 
vestigating committee was appointed and 
the story run down in two days. After- 
wards at the meetings of this club, if a 
member began to accuse someone, the presi- 
dent had only to say, “I appoint as a com- 
mittee of investigation—” and got no fur- 
ther! Pretty good club to have, isn’t it? 
There is a place for it in every organization 
under the sun. Would you join it? 

* * * * * 


We are told that the bees carried to Bar- 
bados and the Western Islands ceased te 
lay up honey after the first year. They 
found the weather so fine and the materials 
for honey so abundant that they became 


246 


exceedingly profligate, ate up their capital, 
worked no more, but amused themselves 
by flying about the sugarhouses and sting- 
ing the negroes. 
bees, with falseness stamped all over them, 
stinging with their tongues right and left, 
could not be consigned to some island. 


Isaiah lx. 1 to 5. 


It is said that on the prairies of South 
America there grows a flower that always 


inclines in the same direction. If a traveler 


loses his way and has neither compass nor 
chart, by turning to this flower he will find 
a guide on which he can implicitly rely, for 
no matter how the rains descend, or the 
winds blow, its leaves point to the north. 
This flower is typical of the deep-seated 
heart yearnings of the people of this coun- 
try for the light of education and religious 
liberty, which instinctively attracts them to 
the Light of the world—Jesus. 
* * * * * 


Did you ever stand by a railroad and 
watch an express thundering round the 
curve, and see the mail agent of that ex- 
press thrust out an iron arm and snatch 
the mail bag from a post? If you have, 
the word Opportunity will never seem small 
to you again. O friends of mine, think of 
Central America, where there are at least 
one hundred towns with a population of 
from eight thousand to one hundred thou- 
sand, still unoccupied, and more than a 
thousand villages where the Gospel has 
never been preached. Why, Latin America 
just bristles with opportunities ! 

* * * * * 


A successful missionary thus summarizes 
the qualifications for a missionary. “Adapt- 
ability, getonability, constructability, aim- 
ability (not amiability), linguisticability, 
respectability, spiritualability, stickability.” 
A missionary with these abilities will not 
have to hunt for opportunities in Latin 
America, or anywhere else, for that matter. 

* * * * * 


Think of some of the fields awaiting 
missionaries. There are no missionaries in 
the Amazon Valley west of Manaos and 
none from Manaos clear up to the Andes. 
There is a state of Goyaz in Central Brazil, 
with no established work. There is the city 
Iquitos, one of the most important in. Peru, 


It is a pity that human ~ 
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without a single missionary and four mil- 
lions of people in Colombia—passed by.— 
Robert E. Speer. 


1 Corinthians xiii. 1 to 13. 


History tells us of the love*of Teleucus, 
the king of ancient Locri, who issued a law, 
the penalty for the violation of which was 
that the offender should lose both his eyes. 
His own son was the first transgressor. 
When the king discovered this, the father 
love asserted itself, and after the’son had | 
sacrificed one eye the father substituted one 
of his own eyes for the remaining eye of 
his loved son, that the dignity of the law 
might be maintained and the love of the 
father made manifest. Such is a father’s 
love, yet it but faintly typifies the Father’s 
love that gave His only Son to redeem you 


and me. 
* x * * * 


When Jane Addams of Hull House, Chi- 
cago, was asked upon whom she most relied 
for volunteer unsalaried workers,—creed- 
less altruists or church members,-—she re- 
plied : “Christians from evangelical churches. 
I have had a good many ‘altruists’ try it, 
but I never knew any slum worker to stand 
the wear and tear of our work for over 
three weeks unless inspired by Christian 
love.” This recalls the reply of a Burmese 
boatman who, when asked to give up a 
lucrative position and preach the Gospel 
for eight shillings per month (twenty-four 
less than’ he was then getting), said, “I will 
not go for eight shillings, but I will go for 
the love of Christ.” 

* * * * * 
“Keep love in your life, my friend, 
If you would have perfect joy; 
Keep love, never let her depart— 
For who would his life destroy? 
For life’s no longer than love, my friend; 
When es is no more, ’tis the journey’s 
end. 

And regret and fear shall your way 

attend. 

Keep love in your life, my friend. 


“Keep love in your life alway, 
Though tempted to bid her go; 
Keep love the bride of your heart, 
If you would a true life know. 
For life’s no longer than love, I say; 
With the end of love comes the close of 


day, 
And the chill of death ’mid the shadows 
gray. 
Keep love in your life alway.” 
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Sunday, Ist. 2 Chron. xii. : 


It is to be carefully noted that, so long 
as king and people served the Lord, Shishak 
was held back from attacking them. Hence 
we understand why Judah receives earlier 
and greater stripes than Israel. It was 
Jeroboam made Israel to sin. It was Judah 
made Rehoboam to sin. The guilty people, 
accordingly, are punished by the invasion 
of their land and the spoliation of their 
treasure; the guilty king by the destruction 
of his house. And here again, let us ob- 
serve, how significant that the chastise- 
ment should come from Egypt! Time was 
when God had punished the idolatries of 
Egypt through the instrumentality of the 
Jewish people (Ex. vii.-xiv.). Now the 
tables are turned, and Egypt is employed 
to avenge the idolatries of Judah. This 
was the first time that an Egyptian army 
had crossed their border—the first time, 
indeed, that the land had sustained the 
brunt of any invasion. It was the Sodom- 
ites and the like had drawn forth those 
swords from their scabbards. What a 
contrast between Exodus xiv. and 1 Kings 
xiv.! Israel who then “saw the Egyptians 
dead upon the sea shore,’ now feels the 
grip of Pharaoh at his throat and the iron 
of Pharaoh in his soul—Joseph Hammond. 

A point of special instruction is suggested 
in the reason assigned by the Lord for 
Judah’s enslavement to Shishak. It is that 
Judah may learn by actual experience 
whose is the easier,, more desirable ser- 
vice—God’s or the Egyptian monarch’s. It 
was God’s way, under the old and severer 
Covenant, of saying to Judah, “Return 
unto Me and take My yoke upon you, for 
it is easy; and My burden, for it is light!” 
Through experience only, of the contrast 
between sore bondage to a foreign tyrant 
and glad service willingly given to Himself, 
they would learn that obedience to God 
was far better. And thus Christ says to 
all, who have had enough of the sad ex- 
perience of bondage to sinful self-indul- 
gence, “Come unto Me, and exchange the 
burdening, wearing yoke of reigning sin 
for My light burdens and easy restraints!” 
—J. G. Butler. 


Monday, 2nd. 2 Chron. xiii. 


In the reign of Abijah there was terrible 
war between Judah and Israel. The king 
himself was evil, as the Book of the 
Kings declares. Here, however, he was 
speaking and acting for his people. The 


address in which he attempted to per- 
suade Israel to submission is a very re- 
markable one. It is a strange mixture of 
misrepresentation and religion. The mis- 
representation is to be found in his 
statement of the reason of the rebellion of 
Israel, which culminated in the crowning 
of Jeroboam. He attributed the whole 
thing to the influence of evil men whom 
he described as “sons of Belial.” How 
often in process of time men misinterpret 
the reasons from which differences spring! 
There is no doubt that the contrasts which 
Abijah drew between the nations were 
true, and that Judah represented the true 
ideal of the nation of God far more per- 


‘fectly than Israel did. This, however, does 


not justify his misrepresentation of the 
real beginning of disaffection in Israel. The 
condition, of Israel from the standpotnt of 
righteousness was a deplorable one, and 
Jeroboam was a veritable incarnation of 
evil. His method of warfare as here re- 
corded was mean and despicable. To sur- 
prise a foe from ambush in the midst of 
conference is inexpressibly wicked. The 
God of the nations is Himself seen acting, 
and the power of Jeroboam was broken 
utterly by the victory of Judah.—G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. 


Tuesday, 3rd. 2 Chron. xiv. 


The chronicler brings out strongly the 
truth which runs through his whole Book, 
—namely, the connection between honoring 
Jehovah and national prosperity. He did ~ 
not import that thought into his narrative, 
but he insisted on it as moulding the his- 
tory of Judah. Modern critics charge him 
with writing with a bias, but he learned the 
“bias” from God’s own declarations, and 
had it confirmed by observation, reflection 
and experience. The whole history of 
Israel and Judah was one long illustration 
of the truth which he is constantly repeat- 
ing. No doubt, the Divine dealings with 
Israel brought obedience and well-being 
into closer connection than exists now; but 
in deepest truth the sure defense of our 
national prosperity is the same as theirs, 
and it is still the case that “righteousness 
exalteth a nation.” ‘The kingdom was 
quiet,” says the chronicler, “and he had no 
war in those years; because the Lorp had 
given him rest.” First Kings makes more 
of the standing enmity with the northern 
kingdom, and records scarcely anything of 
Asa’s reign except the war which, as it says, 
was between him and Baasha of Israel 
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“all their days.” But, according to 2 
Chronicles xvi. 1, Baasha did not proceed to 
war till Asa’s thirty-sixth year, and the 
halcyon time of peace evidently followed 
immediately on the religious reformation 
at its very beginning. 

Asa’s experience embodies a truth which 
is substantially fulfilled in nations and in 
individuals; for obedience brings rest, often 
outward tranquillity, always inward calm. 
Note the heightened earnestness expressed 
in the repetition of the expression, “We 
have sought the Lorn,’ in ver. 7, and the 
grand assurance of His favor as the source 
of well-being in the clause which follows, 
“and he hath given us rest on every side.” 
That is always so, and will be so with us. 
If we seek Him with our whole hearts, 
keeping Him ever before us amid the dis- 
tractions of life, taking Him as our aim 
and desire, and ever stretching out the ten- 
drils of our hearts to feel after Him and 
clasp Him, all around and within will be 
tranquil, and even in warfare we shall pre- 
serve unbroken peace.—Alevander Mac- 
laren. 


Wednesday, 4th. 2 Chron. xv. 


“But the high places were not taken 
away out of Israel.” The reformation under 
Asa was all but complete. With wonder- 
ful courage—the courage of faith in God— 
he effected startling and radical changes in 
the life of the nation. Fired with zeal 
against idolatry and all its pollutions, he 
went so far as to remove his own mother 
from her royal position because of her 
patronage of false gods. He powerfully 
influenced the nation to enter into covenant 
with God; and the land was filled with the 
glad rejoicing of a people whose fellow- 
ship with Heaven had been renewed. Yet 
he stopped short of making an entire end 
of the idolatry which had caused all the 
former backsliding. He left the high places 
intact—a dangerous thing to do. For they 
represented, as it were, an open invitation 
to the unclean spirit to return to the house 
whence it had been expelled, only to find it 
“empty, swept, and garnished,” for further 
habitation and fuller control. The subse- 
quent history of his life and of the land 
records the fact that this incomplete obe- 
dience to the Lord’s Word was his ulti- 
mate undoing. 

Nothing but drastic dealing, not only 
with sin, but with its causes as far as these 
are within our power, is effective in any 
human life which seeks the glory of God. 
All possibility of reéstablishing idols once 
dethroned must be guarded against. Each 
man must, with his own hands, tear down 
the high places and set up the Altar of 
the Lord in their place, if he would know 
the fullness of His blessing and the con- 
tinuance of His favor. Consecration which 
does not lead to this is but self-delusion.— 
J. Stuart Holden. 
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Thursday, 5th. 2 Chron. xvi. ~ 


For twenty-five years king and people 
had the Lord’s blessing of “rest round 
about.” Then Asa was threatened by 
Baasha king of Israel. And then Asa’s 
long untried faith failed utterly. Like the 
failures of all the good or godly in both 
Testaments, Asa’s defection occurred at 
the very point of his previous excellence. 
He had trusted in God’s power only when 
his kingdom was actually thronged by 
foes. Now, when merely threatened by 
the comparatively feeble power of Baasha, 
he deliberately turns away from his Divine 
deliverer. He forsakes God, and puts his 
trust in that heathen king who was now 
the natural enemy of both Israel and Judah, 
and the power most to be dreaded. And 
though the result of his humiliating appeal 
to Benhadad was successful, yet that suc- 
cess brought only an increasing unbelief 
in Asa’s heart. So when God’s prophet 
came to him with God’s warning reproof, 
Asa dared to imprison the messenger for 
his fidelity. And this cloud seems to settle 
upon Asa’s faith in the six closing years of 
his reign. Instead of seeking from God the 
healing of his disease, he resorted to 
heathen healers. But with all these failures 
and frailties of his closing years, his char- 
acter and reign still stand among the wisest 
and best in Judah’s history—J. G. Butler. 


Friday, 6th. 2 Chron. xvii. 


Instead of a heart lifted up with pride 
because of prosperity, the proofs of Divine 
favor wrought in Jehoshaphat a grateful 
lifting of heart in the ways of the Lord. 
Still more thoroughly he sought to root 
out the spirit and practice of idolatry from 
the entire kingdom.. But his greatest work, 
one which gave the highest distinctive char- 
acter to his reign, is narrated in ver. 7-9. 
It consisted in an organized mission to in- 
struct the entire people in the knowledge 
of the then written Word of God. The 
Scriptures of Moses we know were included 
in “the book of the law of the Lorn.” A 
copy of this law the king entrusted to a 
commission of five princes, nine Levites and 
two priests, whose names are here recorded. 
This commission he sent throughout all the 
cities of Judah, with instructions to gather 
the people together and teach afresh the 
forgotten Divine precepts. The princes di- 
rected the work to which their presence, 
as the king’s personal representatives, lent 
dignity and authority... The Levites and 
priests, as the appointed interpreters, read 
and expounded the written Word of Je- 
hovah. It was a new and greatly needed 
measure, the first endeavor of a practical 
kind to diffuse among the people the knowl- 
edge of Jehovah Himself, of His law and 
of His previous dealings with His chosen 
people. And it was the conception and ex- 
ecution of this grand work which eminently 
distinguished the reign of this good and 
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gentle king. To realize how memorable and 
crowning an act it was we have but to re- 
call the long, sad history of the whole na- 
tion’s declension in the knowledge and 
service of Jehovah, from the days of Solo- 
mon onward.—J. G. Butler. 


Saturday, 7th. 2 Chron. xviii. 


“As the Lorp liveth, even what my God 
saith, that will I speak” (ver. 13). Micaiah 
scorned the patronage of a king who 
scorned God. His was the brave faith 
which does not fear the consequence of 
fidelity, nor hesitate to speak unpopular 
words when they are God’s message. The 
temptation to meet the wishes of the mon- 
arch who had been compelled to send for 
him was no doubt great, for nothing is more 
specious than the suggestion that high- 
placed patronage may increase the influence 
of the one who seeks to do God’s ser- 
vice. His reply to the king’s overtures is 
expressive of a great soul, to whom God 
meant too much to permit of any trifling 
with His commission. In ordinary days he 
had accustomed himself to live in fellowship 
with Him. When confronted thus with the 
necessity of courageous choice, he did not 
hesitate. 

Integrity is the secret and guarantee of 
spiritual independence. The servant of 
God who allows himself to seek after lower 
approvals ultimately comes into bondage to 
them. The favor and fear of man alike 
bring a snare, in which, alas! many men are 
taken. Our only safeguard is so to live as 
to make the hearing of His voice possible ; 
for with His message comes His might 
also. On the other hand, to live carelessly 
is to make moral failure certain, when un- 
premeditated choice must be made between 
the alternative pathways of popularity and 
faithfulness. The consciousness of God is 
at once our inspiration and safeguard.— 
J. Stuart Holden. 


Sunday, 8th. 2 Chron. xix. 


There had been local judges before 
Jehoshaphat—elders in. the villages, the 
“heads of the fathers’ houses” in the tribes. 
We do not know whether the great seces- 
sion had flung the simple old machinery 
somewhat out of gear, or whether Jehosh- 
aphat’s action was simply to systematize 
and make universal the existing arrange- 
ments. But what concerns us most is to 
note that all the charge which he gives to 
these peasant magistrates bears on the re- 
ligious aspect of their duties. They are to 
think themselves as acting for Jehovah and 
with Jehovah. If they recognize the for- 
mer, they may be confident of the latter. 
They are to “let the fear of Jehovah be 
upon you,” for that awe resting on a 
spirit will, like a burden or water jar on 
a woman’s shoulder, make the carriage up- 
right and the steps firm. They are not only 
to act for and with Jehovah, but to do 
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like Him, avoiding injustice, favoritism 
and corruption, the plague spots of Eastern 
laWaCOlntsenassee 

For us all the spirit of Jehoshaphat’s 
charge is binding, and every trivial and 
secular task is to be discharged for God, 
with God, in fear of God. “In that day 
shall there be upon the bells of the horses, 
HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD.” If our 
religion does not drive the wheels of daily 
life, so much the worse for our life and our 
religion. But, above all, this charge reminds 
us that the secret of right living is to imi- 
tate God. These peasants were to find 
direction, as well as inspiration, in gazing 
on Jehovah’s character, and trying to copy 
it. And we are to be “imitators of God, 
as beloved children,’ though our best 
efforts may only produce poor results. A 
masterpiece may be copied in some wretched 
little newspaper blotch, but the great 
artist will own it for a copy, and correct 
it into complete likeness—Alexander Mac- 
laren. 


Monday, 9th. 2 Chron. xx. 


This chapter gives us a story which per- 
haps reveals most graphically the simplicity 
and splendor of the faith of Jehoshaphat. 
His kingdom was threatened with powerful 
and terrible invasion. In his extremity he 
gathered his people about him and prayed. 
The prayer as recorded for us is a powerful 
outpouring of his consciousness of need. 
He pleads, as men ever do when in need 
they come before God, the past evidences of 
the faithfulness of Jehovah, and, confessing 
his sense of inability to cope with the 
danger, asks for the help of God. It is a 
great picture; this king surrounded by the 
nations, men with their little ones, their 
wives, and their children. The answer was 
not delayed. The Spirit of God came upon 
Jahaziel, and the answer was in the form 
of a promise, and the announcement that all 
Judah had to do was to “stand... . . still, 
and see the salvation of the Lorn.’ Then 
followed the united worship of the people, 
and the solemn chanting of His praise. 
Discomfiture fell upon the foe, while Judah 
struck no blow. It was a moment bright 
with light amid the darkness. Once again 
the arm of the Lord was seen and acting 
in strength for His people as marked as 
when in the ancient days it broke the power 
of Egypt and divided the sea, leading them 
from captivity to freedom. The closing 
verses of the chapter contain a brief state- 
ment of yet another lapse in that Jehosha- 
phat made commercial ‘alliances with 
Ahaziah, the king of Israel. His enter- 
prises were unsuccessful because God broke 
his ships in pieces—G. Campbell Morgan. 


Tuesday, 10th. 2 Chron. xxi. 


The story of Jehoram is very sad and 
painful, yet full of valuable suggestions. 
On his accession he murdered all his own 
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brothers. As far as he could he obliterated 
the pure worship, the righteous laws and 
excellent institutions established by his 
father. In their place he established the 
vile Baal worship, and the foul institutions 
of Ahab and Jezebel, and compelled the 
people to fall in with idolatry and its in- 
iquities. And the reason assigned is, that 
he had Ahab’s daughter as his wife. Under 
the influence of three such monsters in in- 
iquity as Ahab, Jezebel and Athaliah, it 
was not surprising that “he walked in the 
way of the kings of Israel, like as did the 
house of Ahab: . and he wrought 
that which was evil inethe eyes of the Lorn.” 
As a written message from Elijah pre- 
dicted, God punished his gross and defiant 
iniquity. Edom successfully revolted from 
his sway; and the Philistines and Arabians 
invaded his capital, slew all his sons save 
one (because “the Lorp would not destroy 
the house of David”) and carried away his 
wives and his substance. And then “the 
Lorp smote him . . . . with an incurable 
disease.” —J. G. Butler. 

“There came a writing to him from 
Elijah.” Nothing is more natural than to 
think that Elijah, as a prophet, anticipated 
the character of Jehoram and the nature 
of his reign; that, as the future rose before 
him in prophetic vision, he beheld the 
wickedness of that king, and the evil that 
he would do; and that thus he was led 
to address to him a warning which, pre- 
served in the meantime among his prophetic 
writings, or among the other writings in 
the schools of the prophets, might be 
handed to him for whom it was intended 
when the fitting moment came—W. Milli- 
gan. 


Wednesday, 11th. 2 Chron, xxii. 


With the accession of Jehu and the de- 
struction of the house of Ahab, and with 
the ill-fated alliance between the doomed 
race of Ahab and the descendants of Da- 
vid, the last period in the history of Israel 
and Judah’s’ national decline had begun. 
The measure was not only full, but the Hand 
hitherto lifted in threatening was no longer 
stayed. We have reached a period of 
judgments when each follows the other 
with only brief intermission. Of the events 
in Israel connected with the rebellion of 
Jehu, of the character of the religious 
changes introduced by him, and of the 
troubles and difficulties of the military mon- 
archy which he founded, we recall only 
these points: 1. The literal fulfilment of 
the prophetic predictions concerning the 
house of Ahab. 2. The reaction from 
Baal worship to the calf worship of Jero- 
boam. But the full import of these events 
will only be perceived as we mark their 
direct and indirect influence on the history 
of Judah. The union between Jehoram, 
the son of Jehoshaphat, and Athaliah, the 
daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, had intro- 
duced apostasy, and brought calamity to the 
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house of David. From her en- 
trance into her new home in Judah to her 
seizure of its throne Athaliah brought it 
only evil. She was her son’s “counsellor 
to do wickedly,” and her influence for evil 
must have commenced in the previous reign 
of her husband, Jehoram. To the influence 
of “the house of Ahab” are expressly 
traced, both in the reign of Jehoram and in 
that of Ahaziah, the revival of idolatry, the 
desecration of the Temple of Jehovah (2 
Chron. xxiv. 7), and those evil counselings 
(2 Chron. xxii. 4), which brought such 
Divine judgments (2 Chron. xili.; xiv.; 
xvi.; xvii; xxii. 7)—Alfred Edersheim. 


Thursday, 12th. 2 Chron. xxiii. 1-15. 


“All the people shall keep the watch 
of the Lorp” (ver. 6). Jehoiada’s mind 
was set upon the establishment of God’s 
worship and the contingent well-being of 
the nation. Hence at this critical time 
in its affairs he assumed command in order 
to secure the acceptance of Joash as king. 
Nor is it too much to say that in the hand 
of God he became the instrument by which 
evil was overthrown and the Divine good 
will accomplished. To each section of the 
people he assigned special duties in con- 
nection with the preservation of the young 
sovereign. Nothing was left to chance, nor 
to a merely general sense of responsibility. 
Special obligation was laid upon soldiers 
and priests who were to lead the people. 
But to all was committed the manifest duty 
of guarding Joash. He was in a special 
sense the care of each of his subjects. 
Unexpected circumstances might arise which 
Jehoiada’s well-made plans could not fore- 
see; and the whole body of the nation was 
to be a reserve force of watchfulness. 

As the plans for Joash’s safety and en- 
thronement depended for ultimate success 
upon the fidelity of all the people, obscure 
as well as prominent, so in the affairs of 
the Kingdom of God. Responsibility rests 
upon all who profess Christ’s allegiance. 
Upon their diligence depends much of the 
success of His enterprise. It is as they 
improve their opportunities for making 
Him known, watching for souls as those 
that must give account, that the work of 
the Kingdom is carried out. Indeed, if 
we but kept the watch of the Lord.as care- 
fully as we watch our own interests, what 
a different record we should have in the 
work of the Gospel!—J. Stuart Holden. 


Friday, 13th. 2 Chron. xxiii. 16-21. 


Jehoiada completed the second part of the 
royal installation by a twofold solemn act, 
of which the first consisted in a covenant 
by which the new king and the people bound 
themselves to renewed allegiance to Je- 
hovah; while by the second the king simi- 
larly bound himself to the people, no doubt 
to rule in accordance with the law as 
laid down in the Book of Deuteronomy 
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(2 Kings xi. 17). The ancient God-ap- 
pointed constitution in Church and State 
having thus been reéstablished, the new 
king was conducted in state to the palace 
by the principal entrance, and formally en- 
throned.—Alfred Edersheim. 

_ After the coronation of Joash, described 
in the last section, Jehoiada, whose position 
seems to have given him the regency with- 
out any need of formal appointment, took 
the opportunity of the great gathering in 
the Temple, and the general exaltation of 
feeling produced by the events of the day, to 
bind the people afresh to God by a solemn 
league and covenant, so that “the joyous 
festival of homage to the young king be- 
came on this occasion identical with 
that of renewed allegiance to Jehovah.” 
Such a solemn covenant had been first 
made by the nation at Sinai (Ex. xxiv. 
3-8); but there had been a repetition 
of it in the fifteenth year of Asa (2 
Chron. xy. 9-15) after the half apostasy 
of Rehoboam and Abijam; and Jehoiada 
now, either following this example, or 
moved by his own feeling of what was 
right and fitting, caused the nation for 
the third time to renew the sacred engage- 
ment.—George Rawlinson. 


Saturday, 14th. 2 Chron. xxiv. 


The reform under Joash was really due 
to the influence of Jehoiada the priest. This 
is clearly indicated in the statement of the 
chronicler that “Joash did that which was 
right in the eyes of the Lorp all the days 
of Jehoiada the priest.” During this 
period the king would seem to be honestly 
zealous in his endeavor to reéstablish the 
true worship of God. The reform centers, 
as always in this Book, around the Temple. 
“They set up the house of God in its state, 
and strengthened it.” The worship was 
maintained while Jehoiada lived. After 
his death the king passed under the in- 
fluence of the princes of Judah, and the 
house of God was forsaken, and idolatry 
again established in the land. The king 
who had been zealous in reform now be- 
came determined in his wickedness, refus- 
ing to obey the voices of the prophets, 
and encompassing the death of Zechariah, 
the son of his old friend, Jehoiada. The 
study of the story of Joash offers a strik- 
ing instance of how a weak man is easily 
influenced. All such men are illustrations 
of the absolute importance of strong in- 
dividual character which can only be 
created where the soul has direct dealing 
with God, and depends wholly upon Him. 
All merely human influence, whether good 
or bad, is perilous. If a man has nothing 
more to lean upon than the strength of 
another good man, if such should fail from 
any cause, collapse is almost inevitable. All 
foundations may fail, save the one. When 
the will of man is yielded wholly to the 
will of God and no other authority is 
sought or permitted, there is perfect. safety. 
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Where this is lacking, every changing tide 
of circumstances will alter the current of 
life—G. Campbell Morgan. 


Sunday, 15th. 2 Chron, xxv. 


“The Lorp is able to give thee much more 
than this’ (ver. 9). Like many another, 
Amaziah feared the personal cost of faith- 
fulness to God. His alliance with the 
forces of Ephraim had involved him in 
heavy expenditure, and to break it off at 
the prophet’s command could not but mean 
serious loss. Hence his hesitancy when 
confronted with the plain issue which the 
man of God declared. He wanted to do 
the right, but yet had a lurking desire if 
possible to recover the talents he had paid 
To hearten him to 
courageous faith is this word given—that 
“the Lorp is able to give thee much more 
than this.” The benefit of His help against 
their foes is priceless beyond measure. For 
not only is He able to organize victory 
when they are hard pressed, but He is able 
also in material things to enrich them with 
the fruits of victory far exceeding the cost 
of their fidelity to Him. ; 

Many a one is hesitant when confronted 
with the claims of God, for just the same 
reason. It frequently seems as though 
we cannot. respond to His demands, and 
receive the fullness of His blessing, apart 
from sacrificial cost. Indeed, we must al- 
ways be prepared to lose life’s lower en- 
richments if we would gain the undying 
treasure of fellowship with Him. When 
such questions arise as: What about my 
business? How will my present plans be 
affected? Whence can I make up for.the 
things lost?—-we may always be assured of 
the truth of this word. God’s “much more 
than this” goes far out beyond “all that 
we ask or think.”—J. Stuart Holden. 


Monday, 16th. 2 Chron. xxvi. 


Uzziah, in the Second Book of Kings 
and once in Chronicles called Azariah, as- 
cended the throne at a time of great dis- 
order. But from this time the kingdom 
of Judah attained, during the sixty-eight 
years which comprise the reigns of Uzziah 
and his son Jotham, a degree of power such 
as it had not possessed since the disrup- 
tion; while the sister kingdom enjoyed 
under Jeroboam II. but a short period of 
prosperity. On the south Edom was sub- 
dued, and the territory of Judah again ex- 
tended to the Gulf of Akabah; in the west 
the Philistines were compelled to submit; 
on the east the Moabites and Ammonites 
became tributaries to Judah instead of the 
northern kingdom. A powerful military 
force was raised, the country defended 
by fortresses, the fortifications of Jeru- 
salem itself were strengthened, and trade 
and agriculture flourished. Still, notwith- 
standing the general adherence of Uzziah 
and Jotham to the theocratic ordinances, 
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the moral and religious condition of the 
people was not satisfactory. Luxury, pride 
and oppression of the poor increased to- 
gether with power and riches, while 
heathen superstitions and other foreign 
customs were at the same time dissemi- 
nated. Idolatry, too, probably of the same 
kind as the image worship at Bethel, was 
tolerated, if not at Jerusalem, in other 
parts of the land—at Beersheba (Amos v. 
5; viii. 14); and Lachish (Mic. i. 13)—ac- 
cording to the probable meaning of this 
passage. Hence Isaiah, in spite of the 
scoffers in high places (ver. 19, seq.), an- 
nounced in the days of Jotham the com- 
ing of the day of the Lord upon all who 
were proud and lofty, that they might be 
brought low (ii. 12). The judgment al- 
ready in process of infliction upon the 
northern kingdom was to overtake Judah 
also (see vi. 9-13) ; but here, where all was 
not as yet corrupt, it was to be accom- 
plished by slower degrees.—G. F. Ochler. 


Tuesday, 17th. 2 Chron. xxvii. 


“So Jotham became mighty, because he 
prepared his ways before the Lorp his God.” 
This king Jotham is one of the obscurer of 
the Jewish monarchs, and we know next to 
nothing about him. The most memorable 
event in his reign is that “in the year when 
King Uzziah,” his father, “died,” and con- 
sequently in Jotham’s first year, Isaiah saw 
the Lord sitting in the Temple on the 
empty throne, and had the lips which were 
to utter so many immortal words touched 
with fire from the altar. Whether it was 
the effect of the prophet’s words, or from 
other causes, the little that is told of him 
is good, and he is eulogized as having 
imitated his father’s God-pleasing acts 
and not stained himself by repeating his 
father’s sin. The rest that we hear of him 
in Chronicles is a mere sketch of campaigns, 
buildings and victories, and then he and his 
reign are summed up in the words of our 
text, which is the analysis of the man and 
the disclosure of the secret of his pros- 
perity: “Jotham became mighty, because he 
prepared his ways’—and, more than that, 
e Be! them “before the Lorp his 

od. 

So then, if we begin, as it were, at the 
bottom, as we ought to do in studying a 
character, taking the deepest thing first, and 
laying hold upon the seminal and germinal 
principle of the whole, this text reminds us 
that “The secret of true strength lies in 
the continual recognition that life is lived 
before the Lord our God.” 

This is the success of life, when out of all 
its changes, and by reason of all its efforts, 
we realize more fully our filial possession 
of our Father, and our Father’s changeless 
love to us. We shall become mighty with 
the might that is born of obedience and 
faith if we order our ways before the Lord 
our God. “The path of the just is as the 
shining light, that shineth more and more 
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unto the perfect day.”—Alexander Mac- 
laren. 


Wednesday, 18th. 2 Chron. xxviii. 


“In the time of his distress did he tres- 
pass yet more against the Lorp” (ver. 22). 
Affliction either softens or hardens men’s 
hearts, according as they regard it a mere 
calamity or a courier of the Lord. Many 
a one has found his days of distress to be 
days of truest blessing, since they drove 
him to the sure refuge of God’s presence, 
there to find Him the Healer of his wounds, 
the Solver of his problems, the Lord of his 
life. On the other hand many have mis- 
conceived the mission of their afflictions, 
and with irritated spirit have turned from 
them to positive rebellion against God. Of 
this latter was Ahaz. Becoming restive 
under the Divine restraints, and miscon- 
ceiving the Divine intention, he simply gave 
himself to further iniquities when under 
the chastening hand of God, and so made 
certain his own destruction. How differ- 
ent had been his history and that of the 
kingdom had his troubles but taken him to 
the Sanctuary ! i: 

God’s purpose in permitting affliction to 
touch His people is disciplinary. When 
we do not heed the softer voices of love 
He makes us hearken to its harsher tones. 
When the gentle touch of His hand is un- 
heeded we must be taught by its heavy 
pressure. All our blessedness depends 
upon recognizing Him in every such ex-. 
perience. If it drives us to His arms we 
are blessed indeed. But if, in rebellion and 
with stiff neck, we plunge into positive sin, 
as a distraction from the kindly chastening 
of the Lord, we are lost men.—J. Stwart 
Holden. 


Thursday, 19th. 2 Chron. xxix. 


With the accession of Hezekiah a great 
change came over the life of Judah. Among 
all the reformers he was perhaps the most 
remarkable. That this was so in spite of 
the fact that he was the son of Ahaz is 
iriteresting, and leads to inquiry as to the 
reason. The answer is not far to seek. 
His mother was Abijah, the daughter of 
Zechariah, probably the person mentioned 
by the prophet Isaiah (viii. 2) as a “faith- 
ful witness.” This possible friendship of 
his mother for the prophet combined with 
the certainty that his life had been wholly 
spent during the period of the exercise of 
Isaiah’s ministry, may account for Heze- 
kiah’s action on coming to the throne. A 
man brought up in the atmosphere of the 
wonderful teaching of Isaiah would natu- 
rally inaugurate his reign along lines dia- 
metrically opposed to those followed by 
his father. The reformation began in 
Hezekiah’s deep consciousness of the 
wretched condition of the people, and the 
reason thereof. Most graphically is this 
set forth in the words he spoke to the 
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priests and Levites when he called them 
together. There was no attempt on _ his 
part to fling the blame of the calamities 
which had overtaken the nation upon God. 
_ On the other hand he traced the story of 
their sin and declared that the result was 
the wrath of God which had expressed it- 
self in their disasters. He then commenced 
the work of restoring the order of worship, 
and the first business was that of cleansing 
the house. Some idea of the condition of 


things obtaining may be gathered from the. 


fact that the Levites were occupied sixteen 
whole ‘days in carrying out the accumula- 
tion of filth from the sacred precincts. This 
being done, there followed the great cere- 
mony of rededication. The consciousness 
of the true order is manifested in Heze- 
kiah’s words, “Now ye have consecrated 
yourselves, : . bring sacrifices and 
thank offerings.’ The New Testament 
parallel is found in the words of the apostle 
to the Corinthians, they “first gave their 
own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the 
will of God.”—G. Campbell Morgan. 


Friday, 20th. 2 Chron. xxx. 


Note the deep true insight into God’s 
character and ways expressed in this mes- 
sage of Hezekiah. There is a very strik- 
ing variation in the three designations of 
Jehovah as “the Lorp God of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel” (ver. 6), “the Lorn God 
of their’ [that is, the preceding generation] 
fathers” (ver. 7), and “the Lorp your 
God” - (ver. 8). The relation which had 
subsisted from of old had not been broken 
by man’s apostasy. Jehovah still was, in a 
true sense, their God, even if His relation 
to them only bound Him not to leave them 
unpunished. So their very sufferings 
proved them His, “for what son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not?” but 
strong, sunny confidence in God shines 
from the whole message, and reaches its 
climax in the closing assurance that He is 
merciful and gracious. 
of rebellion are not omitted, but they are 
not dwelt on. The true magnet to draw 
wanderers back to God is the loving proc- 
lamation of His love. Unless we are sure 
that He has a heart tender with all pity, 
and “open as day to melting charity,’ we 
shall not turn to Him with our hearts. 

The message puts the response which it 
sought in a variety of ways; namely, turn- 
ing to Jehovah, not being  stiff-necked, 
yielding ourselves to Jehovah, entering 
into His sanctuary. More than outward 
participation in the passover ceremonial 
is involved. Submission of will, abandon- 
ment of former courses of action, docility 
of spirit ready to be directed anywhere, 
the habit of abiding with God by com- 
munion—all these, the standing character- 
istics of the religious life, are at least sug- 
gested by the invitations here. We are all 
summoned thus to yield ourselves to God, 
and especially to do so by surrendering our 
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wills to Him, and to “enter into his sanctu- 
ary,’ by keeping up such communion with 
Him as that, however and wherever occu- 
pied, we shall still “dwell in the house of 
the Lorp for. ever.’—Alexander Maclaren. 


Saturday, 21st. 2 Chron. xxxi. 


“Unto every one that entereth into the 
house of the Lorp, his daily portion for 
their service” (ver. 16). No man is called 
to do any service for God apart from 
covenanted spiritual enduement. With every 
commission, whether the task be great or 
small, God imparts just that peculiar grace 
which its faithful accomplishment demands. 
This is the inwardness of this record. All 
who had anything to do in regard to the 
Temple services received their daily por- 
tion, which was ministered to them by 
Divine command, and varied according to 
the manner of their service. And _ this 
arrangement which made possible the ser- 
vice of God’s house to all who were called 
thereto, likewise took away-every ground 
of excuse from those who neglected or 
only imperfectly performed it. 

It is not without spiritual meaning to us 
that the portion of these workers was a 
daily one. We are all apt to forget that the 
grace of yesterday came to an end with 
yesterday’s toil. .Many a one is seeking to 
carry out to-day’s duties in the power of 
an already exhausted experience. Too 
often we live and work on a mere memory 
of blessing which has long since ceased to 
be dynamic; whereas each day and each 
duty is provided for in the Covenant of 
the Lord. His grace is sufficient for us, 
but only a day at a time. Let us never fail 
to bear in mind that He never expects us 
to labor at our own charges.—J. Stuart 
Holden. 


Sunday, 22nd. 2 Chron. xxxii. 


One is almost inevitably halted by the 
opening statement of this chapter: “After 
these things, and this faithfulness, Sen- 
nacherib king of Assyria came” (R. V.). 
It would seem to be a strange answer of 
God to the faithfulness of His child that 
a strong foe should at this moment invade 
the kingdom, and yet how often the ex- 
perience of the people of God is of this 
nature. Happy was Hezekiah in that in 
the presence of the peril his heart did not 
fail. He took immediate action to em- 
barrass the foe by stopping the supply 
of water, by strengthening the fortifica- 
tions, by mobilizing his army, and finally 
by assuring the people, “There is a greater 
with us than with him.” This attitude of 
faith was answered by Sennacherib with 
terrible insults, terrible because they were 
direct blasphemies against the name of God. 
In the presence of these utterances, more 
terrible to bear than the fighting without 
the gates, the king sought refuge in prayer 
in fellowship with the prophet Isaiah. The 
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answer was quick and final, and consisted in 
the rout of the enemy and the salvation of 
the people. In connection with the reign 
of Hezekiah the chronicler then briefly re- 
lates the story of his illness, and of that 
failure which characterized his last days. 
The story is more fully told elsewhere. 
The reign, notwithstanding the lapses of 
the latter days, was a most remarkable 
one, especially when it is remembered how 
fearful was the condition into which the 
nation had come at this time.—G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. 


Monday, 23rd. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 


The longest and worst reign has the 
briefest record; chiefly because of the 
slaughter of God’s prophets, who are the 
principal historians. Eighteen verses in 
the Book of Kings and twenty verses in the 
Chronicles (many of which are identical 
in the two accounts), with hints elsewhere, 
comprise the written history of a reign 
of fifty-five years. But what is lacking in 
amplification is made up in conciseness. The 
monstrous details of Manasseh’s manifold 
iniquities and fearful guilt are summarily 
condensed in the first nine verses. No clew 
is given by the historian, here or in the 
Kings, of the influences which so utterly 
transformed the son of a good father 
into a signally destructive agent of Satan. 
Both at the outset of his reign and after- 
ward he was wholly unlike Joash and 
Josiah, whose rule also began in childhood, 
and at even an earlier age. The case of 
Joash we understand clearly, and that of 
Josiah we can readily conjecture. Both of 
these were, in the providence of God, res- 
cued from an evil parentage and trained 
under godly influence. The reasonable in- 
ference is, that Manasseh’s childhood was 
subjected to ungodly teaching from kindred 
and courtiers——George Rawlinson. 

God’s marvelous forbearance and merci- 
ful chastening were exercised even toward 
this sacrilegious blasphemer and persecutor 
of the saints was manifest, first, in 
warnings by the prophets uttered to Ma- 
nasseh and his people. These warnings we 
read in 2 Kings xxi. 10-15. The warning 
voices of the Divine messengers were 
silenced in their blood. The sacred history 
declares that this was the crowning sin, 
which subsequently brought the doom of 
destruction upon the nation. The Philis- 
tines, Moabites and Ammonites success- 
fully revolted. Next, Sennacherib’s suc- 
cessor, Esarhaddon, destroyed Jerusalem, 
took Manasseh captive, bound him with 
chains, and caused him to be led to Babylon. 
Here he was imprisoned for an indefinite 
period. But God did not destroy him. He 
gave him a period for reflection, and an 
opportunity for repentance. 

God showed more wonderful mercy in re- 
sponse to the prayer of this royal penitent. 
Mark the impressive record. Manasseh 
“came to himself.” He “humbled himself 
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greatly before the God of his fathers, and 
prayed unto him: and he was intreated_of 
him, and heard his supplication.” God 
made of this kingly blasphemer and _per- 
secutor a distinguished “pattern of his long- 
suffering to men.” As if to show the great- 
ness of His grace, He singles him out, 
among the many evil kings of Israel and 
Judah, for forgiveness. He restored him 
again to his kingdom. Then, the record 
declares, Manassch knew that Jehovah was 
the true God.—J. G. Butler. 


Tuesday, 24th. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 


“And the men did the work faithfully” 
(ver. 12). This is the honorable record 
of the army of artificers and builders who, 
under Josiah, were set to the work of re- 
pairing the House of the Lord. Individu- 
ally anonymous, they yet stand out for all 
time as an inspiring example to all those 
to whom life means duty. It cannot but 
be that their faithfulness was the outcome 
of personal recognition on the part_of each 
one that his work was for God. For it is 
always a great faith which inspires great 
faithfulness. Nothing secures men so 
effectually from the ever present peril of 
adopting lower and unworthier standards 
of service, as the consciousness that God’s 
eye is upon them. Others may satisfy 
themselves with a mere perfunctory carry- 
ing-out of what is committed to them, 
measuring up to the letter of the command- 
ment. But he who really believes in God 
accounts his best as altogether insufficient, 
and looks upon anything less than this as 
not even moral. 

In the Kingdom of God that man is of 
most service upon whom He can most 
entirely depend. It is not the showy quali- 
ties of brilliance and conspicuous ability 
which mark any out as being the most effec- 
tive workers; and it is always to the faith- 
ful servant that the Crown of Life is prom- 
ised. And let us bear in mind that 
faithfulness is a grace best seen in regard 
to small things. Anyone can carry out a 
matter of large moment with diligence and 
fidelity, especially when the eyes of all 
men are turned upon him. But it takes. 
real devotion to Christ to be faithful in the 
tiniest details of His commands with no 
other stimulus than the certainty of His 
approval._J. Stuart Holden. 


Wednesday, 25th. 2 Chron. xxxv. 


This chapter gives us the story of the 
great Passover, in which, following in the 
steps of Hezekiah, after the cleansing of 
the land and the restoration of the people, 
Josiah thus restored the great feast of 
the Exodus. In the account of the joy 
following the Passover of Hezekiah, com- 
parison is made with the times of Solo- 


‘mon. This under Josiah goes further back 


than to Solomon, and declares that none 
like it was kept. by any king. Following the 
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story of his death we read of the lamenta- 
tion of the people. He had evidently made 
himself greatly beloved by them, and the 
probability is that the reforms he had in- 
stituted had been based on that love, rather 
than on any real return on their part in 
devotion to God. Hence the transitory 
nature of the reformation, which was so 
soon followed by the final stages in the 
corruption, even of Judah—G. Campbell 
Morgan. 

“Forbear thee from meddling with God” 
(ver. 21). 

No stranger incident in Israel’s history 
is recorded than this concerning the end 
of Josiah. It would almost seem as though 
the prosperity and blessing which had at- 


tended his early faithfulness to God had. 


been too much for him. Under any other 
circumstances it is difficult to find expla- 
nation of his desire, as a man of God, to 
fight against one with whom he had no 
quarrel, and who was avowedly well inten- 
tioned toward him. Necho, the king of 
Egypt, knowing Josiah’s confessed faith in 
God, did his utmost to restrain him from 
this ill-advised course, and gives him hence 
this striking advice. In his headstrong 
pride, however, he would not forbear to 
meddle with God, and, apparently without 
seeking any counsel of Him, went disguised 
into the battle, only to meet his death. Thus 
do even good men cut short their useful- 
ness in the service of God by going beyond 
His commandment, and by taking their 
lives into their own hands—and out of 
His.—J. Stuart Holden. 


Thursday, 26th. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 1-4. 


The defeat of the Judean army and the 
death of Josiah not only put an end to his 
great reformatory movement, and to the 
hopes of the possible reunion and recovery 
of Israel and Judah, but it sounded the 
knell of Jewish independence. Henceforth 
Judah was alternately vassal to Egypt or 
Babylonia. According to 1 Chron. iii. 15, 
Josiah had four sons, of whom the eldest, 
Johanan, seems to have died, either before 
his father or perhaps in the battle of 
Megiddo. The other three, arranging them 
in the order of age, were Eliakim, after- 
ward called Jehoiakim; Shallum, after- 
ward called Jehoahaz; and Zedekiah. On 
the death of Josiah “the people of the land” 
made and anointed, as his successor, not 
the eldest royal prince, but his younger 
brother Shallum, who, on his accession, 
assumed the name Jehoahaz, “Jehovah holds 
up” (cf. 2 Kings xxiii. 30 with Jer. xxii. 11 
and 1 Chron. iii. 15). From the fate which 
so speedily overtook him, we may infer 
that the popular choice of Jehoahaz was 
largely influenced by his opposition to 
Egypt. Of his brief reign of three months 
we only know that “he did the evil in the 
sight of Jehovah.” Meantime, Necho had, 
after the battle of Megiddo, continued his 
march toward Syria. Thither at Riblah 
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(the modern Ribleth, on the Orontes), “in 
the land of Hamath,” the victor summoned 
the new Jewish king. On his arrival Je- 
hoahaz, who had been crowned without 
the leave of Necho, was put in bonds. 
Necho does not seem, on this occasion, to 
have pursued his expedition against 
Assyria. The great battle at Carchemish, 
to which the chronicler refers by anticipa- 
tion (2 Chron xxxv. 20), was fought on a 
second expedition, three years later, when 
the Egyptian army under Necho was de- 
feated with great slaughter by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, the son of Nabopolassar. This was 
after the fall of Nineveh, and when the 
Babylonian or Chaldean empire had taken 
the place of the Assyrian. But on the 
present occasion Necho seems to have re- 
turned, before encountering the Assyrians, 
into Egypt, whither “he brought” with him 
Jehoahaz, who died in captivity—Alfred 
Edersheim. 


Friday, 27th. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 5-8. 


The prophets Zephaniah, Habakkuk and 
Jeremiah belong tothe kingdom of Judah, 
in the Babylonian period. The character- 
istics of this period shed much light upon 
their utterances. It was a time of wide- 
spread and increasing corruption. In the 
face of judgments, the nation is presumptu- 
ous in self-confidence and obstinate in sin. 
False prophets abound and are strong in 
influence. The true prophets of Jehovah 
suffer persecution. The Babylonian power, 
the instrument of the Divine judgment, 
arises, threatens and at length executes. 
Judah falls before it, as the kingdom of the 
north had fallen before Assyria, The 
prophecy of this period is characterized 
chiefly by denunciation, yet is not without 
consolation. For Judah there exists a larger 
hope than, previously, for Israel. She is 


“not completely apostate, nor is she to dis- 


appear finally from history. Moreover, the 
time is peculiarly ripe for the proclamation 
of the world judgment, and in this is found 
hope for the remnant of Judah. The lead- 
ing figure of the times is Jeremiah. His 
ministry was long in duration; the record 
of it is extensive. The activity of his con- 
temporaries was shorter; their recorded 
prophecies are brief. Zephaniah emphasizes 
especially “the day of Jehovah” and its 
results. His message, strongly positive, is 
directed principally to Judah. Habakkuk 
has left us one of the most beautiful books 
of Hebrew literature. His message is par- 
ticularly directed against Babylon. Espe- 
cially does he emphasize abiding faithful- 
ness toward Jehovah—G. S. Burroughs. 


Saturday, 28th. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 9, 10. 


Following a practice not uncommon in 
the East, Nebuchadnezzar, while executing 
the rebel king who had defied his authority, 
made no change in the natural order of suc- 
cession, but placed his son, Jehoiachin or 
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Jeconiah, upon the throne at the age of 
eighteen. Jehoiachin, like all the kings of 
Josiah’s stock, “did that which was evil 
in the sight of the Lorp,’ and provoked 
Jeremiah, after he had reigned a few 
months, to declare that he was “a despised 
broken idol, . . . . a vessel wherein there 
is no pleasure’ (Jer. xxii. 28)—George 
Rawlinson. 

Jehoiachin was dethroned after a reign 
of three months, by Nebuchadnezzar, who 
now came against him in person, and carried 
‘ him away, together with the nobles, men 
of war and priests, to Babylon. This was 
the second deportation, and by it the better 
portion of the people was taken into cap- 
tivity (see the vision of the two baskets 
of figs, Jer. xxiv.). Among those carried 
to Babylon was Ezekiel, who from the fifth 
year of his captivity onward filled the 
office of prophet to the exiles at Chebar.— 
G. F. Ochler. 

See in 2 Kings xxiv. 8, that ver. 9 should 
read eighteen instead of eight, as the age 
of Jehoiachin. An error has been made in 
some of the translations. See the prophecy 
of this young king in Jeremiah xxii. 24-30. 
Ver. 10 contains another mistranslation. 
Zedekiah was the uncle, not the brother, of 
Jehoiachin. The names of these last four 
kings of Judah are very suggestive. Je- 
hoahaz means “God is holder”; Jehoiakim, 
“Set up by Jehovah”; Jehoiachin, “Ap- 
pointed of Jehovah”; Zedekiah, “Justice of 
Jehovah.”—D. W. Whittle. 


Sunday, 29th. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 11-13. 


Zedekiah, the twentieth and last king of 
Judah, and the youngest son of Josiah and 
Hamutal, was twenty-one years old at his 
accession, and reigned eleven years, till the 
final destruction of Jerusalem: His proper 
name, Mattaniah, was changed to Zedekiah 
at his accession. 
reign, except the brief record of the fall 
of Jerusalem, are those connected with the 
history of Jeremiah, from whose Book we 
learn the spirit of the times. Zedekiah ac- 
cepted his royalty over the impoverished 
remnant of the Jews as the vassal of 
Nebuchadnezzar, to whom he was bound by 
every principle of good faith. The fate of 
his brother and his nephew had proved the 
hopelessness of rebellion even before the 
whole strength of the nation had been 
carried into captivity. The miserable rem- 
nant might well envy the condition of their 
captive brethren, and the time had at length 
come for piety and patriotism to show them- 


The only events of his- 
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selves in a wise submission to the will of 
God. Of such a course Jeremiah was the 
assiduous adviser.—Philip Smith. . 

The events connected with the history of 
Jeremiah and those connected with the fall 
of Jerusalem sum up the records of his 
reign. Established upon the_ throne by 
Nebuchadnezzar, after the Temple and 
palace had been despoiled and the best 
warriors and artisans of the kingdom had 
been sent to Babylon, his kingship was only 
nominal and ‘tributary. Disregarding the 
counsel of Jeremiah, he followed in the 
evil courses of Jehoiakim, and was per- 
suaded to break his allegiance to the Baby- 
lonish king. His character was_ rather 
weak than wicked, yet at the instigation of 
the Egyptian party, like Manasseh, he shed 
much innocent blood.—J. G. Butler. 


Monday, 30th. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14-23. 


“Till there was no remedy” (ver. 16). 
This last record of all reveals in vivid con- 
trast Israel’s determined transgression and 
God’s infinite patience. Despite the many 
messengers He sent to them, with overtures 
of mercy and promises of deliverance, they 
refused His control and wedded them- 
selves yet more closely to evil courses; 
until, at last, it would seem as though 
every Divine resource was exhausted. The 
people who treated all His gifts with con- 
tumely must be left to reap the fruit of 
their own evil. God can do nothing—short 
of taking away their power of will—to re- 
create a nation which deliberately flouts 
His authority. So the last hour of Israel’s 
existence as a nation strikes. Hencefor- 
ward for years to come they are to be 
exiles in a strange land. The iron has to 
enter into their souls. The bitter conse- 
quence of their own stubbornness has to be 
brought home to them. Refusing to shed 
the tears of repentance they are to weep 
many tears of remorse. In the furnace of 
pain and suffering the dross has to be 
burned out of them, ere they are brought 
back to the land they have forfeited by 
their sin. They have chosen the way of 
transgressors, and are to find it harder than 
they dreamed. 

As with Israel so with individuals who 
despise the Lord, and who, despite every 
rebuke, continue to reject His Son—the 
incarnation of His message of love and 
life. For there is no remedy for human 
sin beyond that which He declares and 
offers. The only alternative is captivity, 
darkness and death—J. Stuart Holden. 
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HAT will become of that poor child?” 

Have you ever said that with a lump 

in your throat and tears in your eyes? 

Have you seen children growing up without any 

helpful home influence, without any religious 

or moral guidance, without any good books— 

their future welfare wholly neglected? If you 

have, you can feelingly sympathize with the 

work of this Society, for there are several 

hundred thousand children in just such unfor- 

tunate circumstances, in remote communities 

throughout the country, that the American 
Sunday-School Union is aiming to reach. 


@ Will you help us reach these children, and 
will you respond to this appeal, with the assur- 
ance that your response will mean at least one 
less neglected child? 


@ Millions of children—think of it—have al- 
ready been gathered into the Sunday-school 
by the workers of this Society. Incalculable 
results have been accomplished—and still the 
greatest work remains to be done. Thousands 
of poor, neglected country lads, raised from 
lowly. conditions by missionaries of the Amer- 
ican Sunday-School Union, have become suc- 
cessful business men, lawyers, physicians, 
judges, college professors, state governors, 
clergymen, and efficient workers in all lines of 
constructive activity. 


@. Because our work has been so wonderfully 
successful, and because of its new demands 
and its ever-growing importance, additional 
funds are imperatively needed to meet the 
calls for assistance from all parts of the coun- 
try. So we appeal to you, now, to co-operate 
to the extent of at least one dollar; because 
every dollar invested in these neglected chil- 
dren accomplishes more for the future of the 
country than ten times as much spent in social 
and political reforms. Out of homes of poverty 
have risen some of the greatest men and 
noblest women of our nation. Will you help 


Anniversary Committee 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


unday, May 6th, is the date for a nation-wide observance 
pe es Ons Hendveth Anniversary of organized Sunday- 
Special programs in pamphlet form, includ- 
and music), will be issued by this Soci- 
Sunday-school in the quantity re- 


Notice. 
school work in America. 
ing services and songs (words 
ety and furnished free to any 
quired. Complete information upon request. 


Will YOU Help 
Save One Child? 


us make life worth living for the hundreds of 
thousands of children still unreached? Will 
you help us stretch out the hand that will lift 
them from their overpowering environment? 


q@ The average cost of bringing these poor 
unenlightened children into Sunday-school, 
teaching them the principles of upright living, 
and supplying the necessary literature for 
their moral and religious development, is only 
a few dollars per child. And now, in these 
times of stress, when the world is so pitifully 
in need of enlightenment and Christian love; 
when the need for strength and righteousness 
in the coming generations is greater than ever 
before, will you not add just a little—any 
amount from one dollar up—to the permanent 
fund which is now being raised by this Society? 
Will you do it now, to-day, when every day 
counts? 


q@ Your remittance attached to the coupon 
below will bring to youa grateful acknowledg- 
ment on behalf of the Society, and also the 
five following Anniversary pamphlets (pre- 
paid), which describe the work of the Society 
and the unusual experiences of its devoted 
missionaries’ 


(A) Achievements and Aims of the Ameri- 
Sunday-School Union. 

(B) Sunday-School Pioneering in Rural 
America. 

(C) The Forerunner of the Church. 

(D) The Silent Guide of Human Destiny. 

(E) A. National Campaign for 
Neglected Children. 


NOTE.— The American Sunday-School Union is 
non-denominational in form and inter-denomi- 
national and co-operative in its work, having 
established more than 130,000 Sunday- 
schools throughout the country, from 


which thousands of successful churches R. of O. W. 
of various denominations have devel- 

oped. The attached coupon, filled American 
out and mailed, will bring you Sunday-School 
complete information, Union 


1816 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Tenclose $i. 2-1... 2: to be 

applied to the general endow- 

ment fund of the American 

Sunday-School Union. Kindly § 

send me your Anniversary 
pamphlets. 
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NORTHFIELD CONFERENCE! 
and SUMMER SCHOOLS 


EAST NORTHFIELD, MASS. SEASON OF 191 


NORTHFIELD, situated in the heart of New England among its picturesque mountains, invites Chrt 
tian Workers to gather for Religious Education, Bible Study, Christian Fellowship and Lea 


PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT 
Bible Studies and Special Addresses at The Northfield 


Schools’ and Conferences™ 240-2 0) ue ees ae 1—September @ 
Northfield Seminary: Commencement]. 993 3) = nua . . -, June 34 
Young Women’s Conference (1st eae Saleen ; June 11-1) 
Camp Northfield Encampment... . oa Rg hs See » June 18—September | 
student Conference (Yi. M_ (CA m= he a eee eae « beep e te 19-2 
Young Women’s Conference (2d Division) sid ts =o kz asepine July 2- 
Summer School for Women’s Foreign Missionary. Societies . ht aoe ely grea 
Women’s Summer School of Home Missions . .. . . .*. . . July 1834 
Summer School for Sunday School Workers ..:; .. . July 25—August 
General Conference of Christian Workers . .. . ee . August 3- 

A Few of the Teachers and Sieatias are: 
Rev. George Adam, London, England Dr. John R. Mott, New York City 
Rev. John R. Davies, D.D. , Philadelphia Rev. Robert E. Speer, D.D., New York City 
Rey. John McDowell, D.D., Baltimore, Md. Rev. James I. Vance, D.D. , Nashville, Tenn. 
Rev. Marcus D. Buell, D.D., Boston, Mass. Rey. Len G. Broughton, D.D. , Knoxville, Ten: 
Dr. Charles Bieler, Montreal, P.Q., Canada Rev. Harris E. Kirk, D.D., Baltimore, Md. 
Mme. Bieler, Montreal Miss Margaret Slattery, Malden, Mass. | 
Mrs. Helen Barrett Montgomery, New York City Rev. Henry Sloane Coffin, D. oe New York Ci 
Rev. W. E. Chalmers, Philadelphia Prof. E. S. Lewis, Cincinnati, Ohio ) 
Miss Nannie Lee Frayser, Louisville, Ky. Rey. Frank M. Sheldon, Boston, Mass. 
Miss Martha K. Lawson, New York City Miss Edith D. Glen, New York City 
Mrs. Willena B. Reed, Winthrop, Mass. Mr. W. C. Pearce, Chicago 


MR. CHARLES M. ALEXANDER WILL HAVE CHARGE OF THE MUSIC DURING THE GENERAL CONFEREN( 
STEREOPTICON SLIDES MAY BE SECURED FREE OF EXPENSE 
Reduced Railway Rates. For accommodations and further information, address 
AMBERT G. MOODY, Secretary - - - - - - + + EAST NORTHFIELD, MASSACHUSETT 
Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 
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CAL EAL A TEER a RP oA CH 


The Northfield Schools 


DWIGHT L. MOODY, Founder 


“It is, of course, largely by the extent of the support accorded 
to a university by its own graduates that the world judges the 
right of that university to seek the co-operation of others in 
planning for the future.” —From report of the Treasurer of Yale University. 


It is with pride that The Northfield Schools are able to 
report the large number of former students contributing, 
often at great sacrifice, towards the support of the work. 
More than fifty-three per cent of the graduates of the school 
are contributing from year to year, and this is the more sig- 
nificant from the fact that many are still struggling to earn 
funds to carry them through college or other higher institu- 
tions of learning. During the past year alone a sum aggre- 
gating $8,807 was contributed to the current expenses of the 
work by 1,276 former students, and the number of those who 
are thus contributing is steadily increasing year by year. 
For more than a generation these schools have been seek- 
ing to help those who would help themselves. To do this 
the student charges are kept at the nominal sum of $120 a 
year for board and tuition, or one half the actual cost. This 
entails an annual budget of over $100,000, which must be 
raised from year to year by general subscription. From the 
readers of the Recorp oF CurisTIAN Work we have re- 
ceived help in the past, and earnestly appeal for their con- 
tinued aid this current year. Subscriptions may be sent to 
the Treasurer, Edwin M. Bulkley, 25 Broad Street, New 


York City, or to 


East Northfield, Mass. 


LEGAL FORM OF BEQUEST 
I give and bequeath to Tue NortTurieLp Scuoots the 
sunt Of: 202s Dollars to be appropriated by the Trustees 
thereof in such manner as they deem most useful for the 


purposes of (Mount Hermon School or Northfield Seminary). 


Ne TTT LS 
Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 


Record of Christian Work Advertising. 


The Chinese _ | 
Woolflower | 


betes introduced by us three years 
ORS ago is now acknowledged to be 
POVe the greatest new garden an- 
nual. It is a success every- 
we where, plants growing 2 to 3 
E> feet, a pyramid of color, its 
i ¥ many branches bearing great 
p. LY pag SN ballsofwool-like substanceand 
“y Y most intense crimson scarlet. 
Flowers develop inJune and 
> none fade before frost, ever 
(~* brilliant and showy beyond 
belief. Seed per pkt.10cts.. 
Ay 8 for 25 cts. | 
New Mastodon Pansies. For | 
immense size, wonderful col- | 
ors and vigor they are marvels. | 
he Seed 10 cts. per pkt.,3 for 25ets. 
Everblooming Sweet William, a startling novelty, blooming | 
in 60 days from seed, continuing all the season, andeveryseason | 
being hardy. Flowers large, colors exquisite—pkt. 10 cts. 
These 8 great Novelties, with two more (5) for only 20 cts. 
See Catalog for colored plates, culture, etc. 
Our Big Oatalog of Flower and Veg. Seeds, Bulbs, Plants and 


4 fruits free. W the largest growers in the world of 
Save 74 On This rare new Heals Bee setae aie nee 
s JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Inc., Floral Park, N. Y. 

Solid Comfort Rocker 4 
Our Rocker No. 16622055. Equipped with F O R S A i E. 2 
yielding springs. Comfortable and well } 
upholstered in a dependable grade of 
artificial black leather. A good value for 


the money. Savisfaction guaranteed or Homes in Northfie}i 


money back. But it is only one of A 
Farms in the Connecticut Valle 


hundreds offered you by 
The Book of Furniture Bargains FRED “B. GALUWELE ee 
East Northfield, Mass. 


Surprising money-saving prices Fi 
on everything you need in furni- ree 
ture. Send post card for it today. 


We Wi Ser Bound Volumes, Record of Christian Wo 
lonigomeny Wand ee DBis9 1910-11-12-13-14-15-16 


New York Chicago Kansas City Ft.Worth Portland, Ore. About 1000 pages in each. Illustrated. Each $2.50 postpaid | 
Uizsta Bouse Most Comveniant Record of Christian Work East Northfield, Maz 


A ROYAL GOOD TIME 
CAMP NORTHFIELD 


EAST NORTHFIELD Season June 18 to about September 1, 1917 MASSACHUSET? 


An Ideal Vacation Spot 
for young men and boys. A res 


ing place among the Cathedral Pin} 
in Nature’s playground. | 


Just the Sports YOU Enjoy— 
Tennis, Baseball, Boating, Fis3 
ing, Swimming under compen 
guard, Tramping, Driving, Motorins 
Camp Fires, Sings, and Intercolleg: 
ate Field Day. 


THE SWIMMING RACE 


Golf on The Northfield! Lanieal 


Privilege of attending THE NORTHFIELD CONFERENCES AND SUMMER SCHOOLS at minimum oxpanee 
‘ Write for further particulars and illustrated circular 


AMBERT G.*> MOODY 2° =) 0 = =e, em ce EAST NORTHFIELD, MAS: 
Mention the R. C. W. to advertisers. 


The men who climb to dizzy heights 
in business—the top-notchers in 
every realm of human endeavor— 
must have that steady nerve, mental 
poise and physical endurance that 
come from living in harmony with 
natural law. Get right with Nature 
by eating 


Shredded 
Wheat 


a simple, natural, food that supplies 
every element needed to build the per- 
fect man or woman fit for every job 
that calls fora clear brain in a supple, 
responsive body. Contains all the 
muscle-making, heat-creating mater- 
ial in the whole wheat grain made 
digestible by steam-cooking, shred- 
ding and baking. 


A food for men and women who do 
things. Two biscuits with hot milk, 
or cream, make a complete, nour- 
ishing meal at a cost of four or 
‘five cents. Delicious with fruits. 


Made only by 
he Shredded Wheat Company, Niagara Falls, N.Y. 


| 
| 


“and the people heard Him gladly’ 


on the frontier places ¢ 
New York City last sum 
mer. They listened t 
the Good News gladi 
and many believed ant 
were saved. 


Old Glory 


does not wave o’er} 
city in our grand Repuk 
lic in which the oppor=1 
nities for preaching thf 
Gospel in the sumni€ 
time are as great as jj 
New York City! As tit 
zens of the nation we 4h 
interested in the charam 
A Great Tent Full of People on a Hot Summer Evening ter of the people of th 
the greatest of cities. 


Think of This » 3,000,000 folks without Christ in one city. 


Not an Experiment 


The work of the 
“Evangelistic Committee 
of New York City” is not 
an experiment—twelve 
years have tested and 
proved it to the satisfac- 
tion of churches, pastors 
and laymen. God has 
blest and honored it. Con- 
verts are preaching the 
Gospel in various-parts of 
the world. 


This Committee of 
representative ministers 
and laymen was organ- 
ized in 1905 and last sum- 
mer made possible the 
preaching of the Word in 
9 languages in 140 cen- 
ters; atotalof3,194meet- Rev. John McNeil, D.D., giving one of his burning messages to a group of men in 
ings with an attendance Financial District 
of 598,665. 


THE SUMMER OF 1917 PRESENTS AN UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNI 


The following special committee 


Rev. C. P. Tinker, Superintendent Protestant Episcopal City Mission Society, 

Mr. Joun Nicotson, Attorney at Law, 

Rev. EpGar WHITAKER Work, D.D., Minister Fourth Presbyterian Church, 

Mr. STEPHEN Baker, President Bank of the Manhattan Co., 

Rev. A. F. Scuaurrisr, D.D., President New York City Mission Society, 
gave much time to a careful and thorough study of the work of the Committee, and it is their unam: 
mous report that the Committee should have at least $47,150 for the 1917 program. : 


Every gift—large or small—is needed. Will you send your gift or pledge today’ 
H. W. LOVE, Associate General Secretary ARTHUR J. SMITH, General Secretar: 
Make all checks payable to JOHN NICOLSON, Treasurer, 541 Lexington Avenue, New York Cit: 


